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President’s Message
The 1llinois Spring Bird Count

Where were you on May 6, 19727 That was the first (otficial) Spring
Bird Count here in Illinois — though a ‘trial run’ count had actually
been conducted almost a year earlier, on May Sth, 1971. From that
beginning, the SBC goal has been to get birders to cover every one
of the 102 counties in our great state, counting the migrants and the
returning resident breeding species.

Ably coordinated by Vern Kleen over a substantial chunk of those
40 plus years (THANKS, VERN!), doing the Spring Count has
been a fixture in the lives of many members of the Illinois birding
community. Karen and I participated in our first Count in 1976 here in
DuPage County; I was the driver and Karen tallied as we wound our
way through the streets of Downers Grove, eventually recording just
under 800 birds of 36 different species. Our highlight was two Gray-
cheeked Thrushes! Looking backward with a somewhat jaundiced eye,
I wonder if they weren’t (just) Swainson’s.

The SBC results provide powerful statistics on population trends by
species, range changes over time, and a host of other useful information
on the state of the birds here in Illinois — like the impressive increase
in the numbers of Cooper’s Hawks as they populate the suburbs and
residential areas across the state, or the explosive growth of Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers (at one time a fairly rare SBC bird, especially in the
northern half of Illinois, now seemingly everywhere there’s suitable
habitat for this diminutive woodland species). The data has also
delineated the declines of three species once more common in Illinois
than they are today: Ring-nccked Pheasants (a victim of changes in
agricultural practices, especially the elimination of hedgerows), Red-
headed Woodpeckers, and Bewick’s Wrens, a species disappearing
from much of its range in the eastern USA.

Vernretired as statewide compiler after the 2009 SBC; TaraBeveroth,
Avian Field Specialist for INHS and I0S Board member, took over for
Vern in this important job, beginning in 2010. The transition has been
very seamless, and the longstanding question of where and how to
store the Hlinois SBC database has been resolved. Implemented by
Tara and her INHS colleagues, the entire database is being stored at
the Midwest Avian Data Center: http://data.prbo.org/partners/mwadc/.

Stay tuned; complete public access to this 40+ year history is
coming soon on the MADC website. And if you attended the recent
Gull Frolic, you also heard from Tara about the other substantive
change to the SBC. Beginning in 2013, two days in early May will be
scheduled for (he Count. It’s always been a struggle to gel coverage
in ail Illinois counties — the population center counties attract large
numbers of birders, the rural counties get little, sometimes no coverage
at all, By switching to the two day format, dedicated SBCers will have
the opportunity to count in their home patch on one day, and then help
count in an underbirded county the next! I can’t wait!

Robert Fisher
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Letter from the Editor

Last winter season, birders witnessed a record irrup-
tion of Snowy Owls in Illinois — and we’ve got a list of
every, it not nearly every Snowy seen in our state right
here in the pages of Meadowlark. David B. Johnson, a
fellow birder and friend, wrote a spectacular article with
accompanying lables and histograms regarding this great
year {or an uncommon winter visitor. Photographers were
out in full force taking pictures of the owls as far south
as Pulaski County. Associate and Photo Editor Steven
D. Bailey gathered all these photos and gained permis-
sion from the photographers to publish them here in
Meadowlark. The photographers are commended for their
stunning images of owls posing, behaving and interacting
with other birds. Meanwhile Barbara Williams crafted
another of her great cover drawings to introduce readers
to what they’ll find in the issue. And Board Member Josh
Engel of The Field Museum examined some Snowy Owl
pellets to see what they were eating, then wrote a piece
about it for this issue as well.

We added four extra pages to get the terrific images
in, as well as the Christmas Bird Count and the Winter
field notes.

This issue has been a long time coming — we’ve had
to work hard to get all the many details, including all the
photographers’ names, right, along with dates and places
seen.

From the editorial staff, we hope you will enjoy this
special issue, a lasting legacy to the Snowy Owl invasion
0f2011/2012. We also have it in digital format to be saved
for perpetuity.

Coming next issue: Dave Johnson’s article on a Black-
throated Blue Warbler in Chicago during winter, Je(f
Smith’s article on finding eight owl species in one day
in Illinois, and, the Illinois Statewide Spring Bird Count
report from last season. Thanks to all our members for
supporting 10S to make issues like these become reality.

dhu,«d(, AV
Above: -

Snowy Owl with American Crow.
Northerly Island, Chicago, Cook County.
29 January 2012. Photo by Richard Remington.
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In many natural objects,
whiteness refiningly
enhances beauty, as if
imparting some special
virtue of its own, as in
marbles, japonicas, and
pearls...that as in essence
whiteness is not so much a
color as the visible absence
of coloy;, and at the same
time the concrete of all
colors; is if for these reasons
that there is such a dumb
blankness, full of meaning,
in a wide landscape of
SNOWS.....

— Herman Melville,
Moby Dick

[llinois’s Record

[rruption of Snowy
Owls during the
winter of 2011/2012

with notes on
historical
distribution

By David B. Johnson

Across Illinois during the fall,
winter and spring of 2011/2012
observers, birders, raptor rehabilita-
tors, scientists and the general public
were amazed at the extent to which
Snowy Owls irrupted into the state.
Articles and photographs of Snowy
Owls made front covers of Illinois
newspapers (DeVore 2011), televi-
sion stations ran special newscasts
about the irruption, and birders were
often treated to multiple sightings of
Snowy Owls throughout Illinois. The
huge extent of this most recent record
2011/2012 invasion of 133 sightings
or detections in 34 counties in Illinois
was, no doubt, bolstered by the ebird
contributions of citizen scientists
(in most cases experienced birders),
other birding forums, the Christmas
Bird Count database (a color pho-
tograph of a Snowy Owl graced
the cover of the 112th CBC issue,
LeBaron 2012) and the increased
interest in owls bolstered by the
media. The fictional Harry Potter’s
famous companion — Hedwig — a
Snowy Owl perhaps stoked addition-
al attention. The Snowy Owl irrup-
tion occurred — counter intuitively
— in an almost snowless [llinois win-
ter and during the third warmest win-
ter on record according to National
Weather Climatic Data (http://www.
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ncde.noaa.gov/). Illinois’s irruption
was “just part of the iceberg,” so
to speak, being part of a continent
wide Snowy Owl irruption, massive
in scope across the North American
continent west to east and as far south
as Texas (Dolan 2012) and even as
far flung as Honolulu, Hawaii, a
first ever record for Hawaii (ebird
2012). For all of the participants who
ventured out to witness this record
irruption in Illinois and elsewhere — it
was truly impressive. (See Figure |
and Table 1)

The first Snowy Owl recorded in
[llinois during the 2011/12 season

was an aircraft strike of a bird at

O‘Hare International Airport on 11
November 2011. On 19 November
at Montrose beach and fishhook pier
in Chicago, Cook County birders
observed two Snowy Owls having
flown in off Lake Michigan. Before
this and through the end of fall the
stage had already been set for a major
irruption. In Canada in southern
Ontario by mid-November Snowy
Owls were showing up at many
locations with 14 Snowy Owls at
Nittishi Point on 9 November being
a peak tally in the massive fall move-
ment (Bain 2012), and in southern
Manitoba the owls were widespread.
Just to the north, multiple Snowy
Owls were noted in 27 Minnesota
counties, 37 Wisconsin counties and
24 Michigan counties by the end of
the fall season in the Western Great
Lakes region (Svingen 2012), while
a large irruption in the Dakotas was
well underway. To the west of our
state a juvenile male Snowy Owl was
noted on 7 November, which was the

Above: Snowy Owl.
Coles County. 9 February 2012.
Photo by Ron Bradley.

Snowy Owl at Montrose, Chicago,
Cool County. 7 December 2011.
Photo by Robert Hughes.

Meadowlark




first of 14 Snowy Owls in Towa, and
there were four in Missouri (Wehtje
2012) during the fall period. To the
east, Indiana recorded its first fall
Snowy Owl in Starke County on 18
November (Hengeveld et al. 2012).

In December, it was also clear that
something major was about to hap-
pen or was already happening par-
ticularly during early winter and the
Christmas Bird Count period (14 Dec
— 5 Jan, LeBaron 2012). In Wisconsin
just to our north 32 Snowy Owls
were tallied on 16 CBCs, the most
ever in that state, plus there were
winter season reports from 40 coun-
ties according to Kavanagh (2012). In
lllinois, five counts tallied six Snowy
Owls (Sweet 2012), this was in keep-
ing with our neighbor Indiana’s four
CBC Snowy Owls which tied their
previous all-time high (Cassady
2012). Illinois CBC Snowy Owls
were all recorded in northern Illinois
with fouralong the lakefront, and two
in the interior of the state at Illini and
Decatur.

CBCs aside, December and
January were the months of the
most number of detections or reports
of Snowy Owls in the state (See
Figure 3). Forty-five Snowy Owls
were reported in December and 35
in January with numbers tapering
down to 30 and 20 in February and
March respectively. March was a
record warm month and many owls
by mid-March were returning north;
detections went significantly down
in April and May with just three
and four detections for those months
(who’slooking for Snowy Owls when
there’s green grass and lawn mowers

going?). Looking at the overall detec-

tion map, see (Figure 1) and the 133
reports for the state, the lakefront
reports of 14 and 52 reports for Lake
and Cook counties, one could chal-
lenge that many of the reports might
be duplicate sightings (and possibly
some were, see methodology). In
Lake County, 10 reports were lake-

Snowy Owl with Chicago
skyline background.

Cook County. Winter 2011-2012.
Photo by Richard Remington.
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front sightings and four were inland,
in Cook County, 34 were lakefront
reports and 18 detections were inland.
Sixty-nine percent of the Snowy Owl
detections statewide were inland as
compared witho 31 percent along the
lakefront. (See Figures 4 and 5.) One
can get a sense of this with the Figure
1 and the five reports at Midway
Airport in Cook County, nine reports
at O’Hare Airport, Cook County, five
Snowy Owls noted in Champaign
County; seven in Grundy County,
and seven in McLean County (See
Appendix.) Clearly the trend was that
the Snowy Owls coming down the
lakeshore moved farther south and
inland. Also, it was interesting to note

[l i

Snowy Owl with rabbit prey
at Montrose, Chicago, Cook
County. 18 December 2011.
Photo by Jerry Goldner.

that 16.6 percent of the Snowy Owl
reports during this irruption season
were at airports (19.6 percent if you
add old Meigs Field in Chicago,
Cook County which is now Northerly
Island park).

In addition, lakefront observations
showed a big fall off in numbers after
December. Kanae Hirabayashi, a fre-
quent birder at Montrose’s Harbor
and beach along Chicago’s lake-
front noted on IBET (Illinois Birders
Exchanging Thoughts) that after
mid- January she did not see another
Snowy Owl until mid-February. Lake
Michigan did not freeze this winter
season and many owls, being unable
to hunt ducks from a frozen lakefront,
seemed to just push on for better
hunting grounds and food sources.
From mid-January through mid-Feb-
ruary owls seemed to have settled
into wintering territories and just
a month later by mid-March many
were on the return north, though after
this major irruption several did linger
into April and mid-May.

Unlike the previous irruptions
of Snowy Owls during the winters
of 1991/1992 (Johnson 1992) and




1996/1997 (Johnson & Biss 1997)
when most Snowy Owls were noted
along Lake Michigan’s lakefront this
irruption was far and widespread into
the interior of 1llinois with individu-
als detected southwest to Randolph
County, west to Quincy and along the
Mississippi River, as far southeast as
Edwards County, and as far south as
Pulaski County.

Methodology

The same general methodology
was used for obtaining and screen-
ing Snowy Owl observational data
points as in this journal’s 1997 report
(Johnson and Biss). However, dur-
ing this irruption many more tools
were available including on-line
Ebird reports, IBET (Illinois Birders
Exchanging Thoughts) sightings,
IBF (Illinois Birder’s Forum) on-line
CBC (Christmas Bird Count) data for
obtaining data points for the Snowy
Owl sightings acknowledged. Several
hundred photographs were reviewed/

Figure 1: Snowy Owl distribution (Winter 2011/2012)

used in separating out individual
sightings at Montrose, other Chicago
lakefront locations, and elsewhere.
IBET and IBF often provided links to
photographer’s websites to determine
whether or not to count a new Snowy
Owl record. As a caveat, however,
it was nearly impossible to separate
out individuals that might have been
seen at a different location from each
other particularly those reports in
close proximity. Thus the number of
Snowy Owls reported may have been
the same individuals at different loca-
tions, but I suspect that far more owls
went undetected particularly inland
away from large population centers.

For the historical record of distri-
bution of Snowy Owls by counties in
[llinois, the author reviewed nearly all
Illinois Audubon bulletins (beginning
with a 1916 bulletin), all Illinois Birds
and Birding issues, and Meadowlark,
a Journal of Illinois Birds issues to
date (Figure 2).

Any errors of omission are the
author’s and, as always, updates are
welcome to make the record more
accurate and complete.

Significant records

The southernmost record ever for
Ilinois occurred during this irrup-
tion in Pulaski County 27 January
— 5 February 2012 on Shawnee
College Road (Rhonda Rothrock in
lit.). The most southwestern record
was just east of Red Bud, Randolph
County from 26 January through 21
February 2012 (Susan Harbaugh in
lit.). The most western record was
at the Quincy airport from 15-17
January 2012 (Kara L. Knuffman fide
Steve Bailey). The most southeastern
sighting was in Edwards County near
Bone Gap on 11 December 2011 (Bob
Shelby in lit.). The first ever Spring
Bird Count record for Snowy Owl
also occurred when Pete Olson (in
lit.) and other observers photographed
a Snowy Owl near Crego Road in

Figure 2: Snowy Owl distribution (historical occurrences)
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DeKalb County 5 May 2012. Finally,
the latest departure date for Illinois
was recorded on 14 May 2012 when
Kristin Ellis noted and documented
(on file with IORC) a Snowy Owl
along an airport taxiway at Rockford
International Airport in Winnebago
County (onc of three detected there
during this irruption).

Prey items

During this irruption period in
[llinois, Snowy Owls were observed
feeding on or there was food con-
tent evidence from Snowy Owl pel-
lets for: Red-breasted Merganser
(Mergus serrator), American Coot
(Fulica Americana), Brown (Norway)
Rat (Rattus norvegicus), Thirteen-
lined Ground Squirrel (Ictidomys
tridecemlineatus), Meadow Vole
(Microtus  pennsylvanicus), Deer
Mice (Peromyscus sp), and Eastern
Cottontail Rabbit (Sylvagus flori-
danus). In addition Mallard (Anas
platyrhynchos) was believed to be
another prey item though not con-
firmed. For firther information see
Josh Engel’s report in this journal on
the Snowy Owl pellet contents from
this 2011/2012 irruption.

Snowy Owls away from their
breeding grounds can become very
versatile feeders. During a 15-year
winter study at Boston’s Logan
Airport Norman Smith (1997)
observed Snowy Owls as very oppor-
tunistic feeders, having fed on prey
items from geese, ducks, cormorants,
rails, pheasant, other owls (includ-
ing Snowy Owl), shorebirds (includ-
ing Awmerican Oystercatcher and
Upland Sandpiper), gulls, muskrat,
striped skunk, fish, and even a Great
Blue Heron! David Parmelee (1992)
noted that John James Audubon also
observed Snowy Owls eating fish at
water holes.

Winter Territories
Normally without color marking
or radio tracking it is nearly impos-
sible to determine an owl’s winter-
ing territory. However, during this
irruption two Snowy Owls were able
to be tracked largely due to the owls

Volume 21, Number 3
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being the only individuals in their
respective counties. In Coles County,
Ron Bradley (in lit.) over the course
of eight weeks (2 January through
24 February) was able to determine
that a male Snowy Owl (nearly pure
white) ranged over nine miles of hunt-
ing territory near Mattoon, Illinois.
In McHenry County, Jim Kriss and
Karen Lund (pers. comm.) determined
that a Snowy Owl ranged over five
miles from Huntley to near Union,
[llinois over a period of 13 weeks (19
February through 11 May 2012).

Mortality and Casualties

There was a 6 percent, or eight,
known fatalities during this irruption:
two of these were road kills from
vehicle collisions, two werekills from
aircraft strikes, three from starva-
tion and another from starvation and
poisoning. Linda Breuer, director of
Barnswallow, a wildlife rehabilita-
tion center near Wauconda, recovered
an owl in Lindenhurst, Lake County
on 30 November 2011, in an open
suburban neighborhood with dogs,
playgrounds and fences. The owl had
apparently been in the area for nearly
three weeks amusing families and
dogs until someone became really
concerned and called Breuer. The

Snowy Owl being harassed
by Northern Harrier.
Sidney, Champaign county.
9 February 2012.

Photo by Bob Schifo.

owl was infested with feather lice
and suffered from emaciation, being
less than 50 percent its estimated,
normal body weight, and suffering
from advanced rodenticide poison-
ing. Despite critical supportive care,
the owl died after two and 1/2 days
(Breuer in lit.). One of the aircraft
strikes resulted in a banded speci-
men found by the operations person-
nel at Rockford International Airport,
Winnebago County, on 23 March
2012 found 20 feet off the runway
after being struck by the lower left
flap of an aircraft wing (FAA Wildlife
Strike Database, http://wildlife-mit-
igation.tc.faa.gov/wildlife/default.
aspx). Daniel and Barbara Williams
(in lit.) were involved in the recov-
ery of this female specimen which
was hatched prior to 2011; it will
eventually be housed in the Field
Museum of Natural History, Chicago,
Cook Co. The owl was banded by
Travis Guerrant of Addison, Illinois,
in Boone County on 21 March 2012,
two days prior to its demise, not
too far from the Rockford Airport.
Another mortality was of an owl iden-
tified by its remains found in the right
landing gear and specimen evidence
off a runway after an aircraft strike,
the first to occur during the irruption
at O’Hare International airport on 11
November 2011.

Remarkable Rescues
and Rehabilitations

Perhaps the most amazing Snowy
Owl story (Mistretta 2012, LuAnn
LaSusa, & Karen Lund, in litt.) dur-
ing this irruption in Illinois occurred
when at night on 30 November 2011
a Snowy Owl, perhaps hunting or
startled, flew up and collided with a
vehicle and was literally pinned to
the grill of a SUV Ford Escape going
nearly 55 mph near Hampshire on an
open country road (Melms Road) in
Kane County. Unknown to the driver
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As people wall along the beach
at Montrose, a Snowy Owl
remains motionless.

Montrose, Chicago,

Cook County.

11 December 2011.

Photo by Andrew Aldrich.

until the vehicle was stopped and,
after driving several miles, the driver
then found a huge white owl pinned
by its talons to the front grill of his car
and wing flapping against the hood.
Such encounters occur often with
cars and owls. This usually results in
the demise of the owl either flattened
in the road or roadside by the same
or other vehicles, but, such was not
to be the case with this Snowy Owl’s
encounter with a vehicle. While at
the driver’s place of employment,
local police were notified, and ofticer,
Pete Velez, captured the owl when
she became dislodged from the grill
by herself, then transported the owl
to Willowbrook Wildlife Center, in
Glen Ellyn, for rehabilitation. The
immature female owl suffered from
head trauma, a fractured clavicle and
two fractured ribs all on the owl’s
left side where it had made contact
with the vehicle. LuAnn LaSusa from
Willowbrook who provided much of
the owl’s care noted that the owl
ate on the first day of care, which
was rather unusual. After nearly two
months of extensive care and reha-
bilitation including flight exercises,
the immature female owl was suc-
cessfully released back into the wild
at Pratt’s Wayne Forest Preserve in
DuPage County on 23 January 2012.

Another Snowy Owl that prob-
ably was struck by a vehicle occurred
near Tolono in Champaign County
(Pressey 2012) in early January when
observers noticed the owl had not
moved much while sitting out in a
corn stubble field. The owl, extremely
weakened and starving, was rescued
on 3 Januvary 2012 and was taken
to the University of Illinois Wildlife
Medical Clinic. Named Qigiq for a
“white hawk that flies in the sky,”
from Inuit Eskimo culture, the young
male owl suffered a broken left wing
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that required extensive surgery of the
humerus bone. Dr. Julia Whittington
performed the surgery that repaired
the owl’s broken wing. Anne Rivas
(2012), a veterinary student and the
wildlife clinic’s co-manager, and Kim
Knap of the University of Illinois
Veterinary Teaching Hospital were
successful in restoring the bird’s wing
extension critical for flight after inten-
sive care. The clinic decided that it
would be in the owl’s best interest to
be flown at the end of March to Sitka,
Alaska for flight training at the Alaska
Raptor Center where chances for the
owl’s survival would be much higher.
Unfortunately, this owl could not fly
despite the surgeries, but does remain
at the Alaska Raptor Center and is
a popular bird as a visitor to chil-
dren’s classrooms as a tool to develop
nature appreciation and conservation
(Debbie Reeder pers. comm.).

Close Encounters
of the Raptor Kind

Certainly one of the most dra-
matic and photographically docu-
mented encounters with another bird
of prey during this irruption occurred
at Northerly Island on 29 January
2012. The entire Peregrine Falcon
vs. Snowy Owl attack was cap-
tured on film by photographer Rick
Remington. Remington’s series of
photos and account of the event were
posted on North American Birding
website (Neise 2012) and within a day
the site went viral and because of so

il

many hits the website had to be closed
down and transferred to another pro-
vider. This amazing photographic
series noted the falcon would attack
and the owl would crouch down in a
defense posture and get ready to lunge
back at the falcon or spread its wings
as a threat display. The owl performed
a somersault just as the peregrine
approached and openly displayed its
large talons in an attempt to scare off
the falcon. This threatening encounter
lasted for five full minutes before
the falcon flew off and the Snowy
Owl flew down to the rocks at the
edge of Lake Michigan. Remington
stated, “It was a surprisingly violent
and noisy encounter, with both birds
shrieking loudly and the owl extend-
ing its giant wings to intimidate the
smaller falcon. I fully expected this
to end badly for the owl based on
what | was watching, In spite of the
obvious mismatch, the Snowy Owl
managed to hold its own and escape
unscathed.” The Peregrine was one of
the local breeding birds and was like-
ly defending its hunting territory. Very
similar encounters between these two
species, as well as with wintering
Gyrfalcons, have been witnessed
by others in northeastern Minnesota
(Evans 2000), in New England (see
Forbush 1927), near Barrow, Alaska
(Pitelka et al. 1955), and on Baffin
[sland (Sutton and Parmalee 1955),
and usually also involved the falcons
attacking the Snowy Owl, often to a
stand-off but also included the Snowy
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Owls chasing and killing a Peregrine
and being killed by a Peregrine.

Another photographic encounter
with a bird of prey occurred when a
Northern Harrier was observed and
photographed harassing a Snowy Owl
on the ground in central Illinois, see
photograph.

Historical detection
distribution map

by counties in lllinois

Snowy Owls have occurred his-
torically in 73 counties in Illinois
(Figure 2.) Nearly all the distribution
has been in the top two-thirds of the
state. Only one county in northern
[llinois has not recorded a Snowy
Owl; that is Putnam County. In cen-
tral Illinois, six counties have not
recorded a Snowy Owl: Cass, Scott,
Greene, Macoupin, Shelby and Edgar,
nearly all in the bottom tier of central
Illinois. In southern lllinois, 22 coun-
ties have never recorded a Snowy Owl
and distribution has been splotchy
with Wabash County being the south-
casternmost, Randolph County the
south-westernmost, and Union and
Pulaski counties being the southern-
most counties with records.

Historical irruptions
in Illinois

According to Bohlen (1989)
known irruptions of Snowy Owls have
occurred during the years of 1876-77,
1882-83, 1889-90, 1892-93, 1896-97,
1901-02, 1905-06, 1909-10, 1917-18,
1926-27, 1930-31, 1949-50, 1974-75,
1976-77, 1978-79, 1980-81, 1991-92
(Johnson 1992), 1996-97 (Johnson
1997), and 2011-12. Bohlen (1989) also
lists other possible irruptions during
the years of 1967-68 and 1987-88.
Angelo Capparella (pers. comm.) sug-
gests that there may have been another
invasion year in Illinois during 1867-
1868 based on a mount specimen from
Lee Co. (ISU specimen #234).

Other Midwest state’s
irruptions
Additionally many Midwest states

achieved record Snowy Owl irrup-
tions during the period 2011/2012.
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Indiana tallied a record 50 Snowy
Owls from 18 November 2011
through 12 May 2012 (Ken Brock
in lit.). Nebraska had reports of 200
sightings with at least 159 of those
verified (David Heidt, Joel Jorgensen
in lit.). Kansas had a record 160
observations and Missouri tallied
approximately a record 60 sightings
from 22 November 2011 through 6
March 2012 (Mark Robbins, Joshua
Uffiman in lit). One observer in N.
Dakota alone had 101 observations of
Snowy Owls and there were at least
153 observations statewide from 10
November 2011 through 4 May 2012
(Corey Ellingson in lit.). There were
193 sightings in South Dakota from
1 November 2011 through 7 May
2012 (Jeflrey Palmer, Michael Melius
in lit.). Michigan taflied approxi-
mately 200 sightings with the first
arrival on 11 November 2011 in the
Upper Peninsula (Skye Hass in lit.).
Minnesota had 337 reports from 4
October 2011 through 8 July 2012
though many were duplicates and
the final tally was estimated at 217
birds (Anthony Hertzel 2012). Like
M innesota, Wisconsin estimated their
total to be between 150-200 individu-
als from 10 November 2011 through
7 June 2012 (Ryan Brady in lit.) and
like Minnesota there was a prob-
lematic issue of distilling down of
duplicate individuals from ebird and
other listing sites. lowa recorded 154
owls, their second largest documented
irruption, from 7 November 2011 to
10 March 2012 (Stephen Dinsmore
in lit.). Ohio recorded 23 owls from
28 November 2011 through 8 April
2012 (Craig Caldwell in lit.) and sur-
prisingly just to the south of Illinois,
Kentucky reported none (Brainard
Palmer-Ball, Jr. in lit.).
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Figure 3: Snowy Owl Detections

Number of Snowy Owls in lllinois by Month 2011/2012
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Table 1: Notes on Snowy Owl Occurrences

County
Adams
Boone
Champaign

Champaign
Champaign
Champaign
Champaign
Coles
Coles

Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook

Nearest
Town/Location

Quincy, airport, SR104
Belevidere
Savoy E of Tolono

Sidney & Homer E of Sidrey field
1300E 1/2 way between SOON and 600N
W of 130 at 500N

Willard Airport

Charleston, 3.5 mi. E of ILRte. 130
Mattoon

IstAvenear Ogden quarry
Chicago, Caldwell Lily Pond
Chicago, Hollywood & Lawrence
Chicago, Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, Monroe Harbor
Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago. Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago. Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Montrose

Chicago, Navy Pier Breakwater

From Date
15-Jan-12
17-Feb-12
30-Dec-11

6-Jan-12
29-Dec-11
5-Jan-12
30-Dec-1
14-Jan-12
2-Jan-12

20-Dec-1
13-Dec-11
23-Dec-1
18-Dec-1
27-Jan-12
19-Nov-1
24-Nov-1
6-Dec-1
7-Dec-11
11-Dec-1
15-Dec-1
25-Dec-11
30-Dec-1
31-Dec-1
8-Jan-12
12-Jan-12
16-Feb-12
14-Mar-12
19-Nov-1

Figure 4: Snowy Owl Detections

Number of Inland Snowy Owls in lllinois by Month 2011/2012

Figure 4: Snowy Owl Detections

Number of Lakefront Snowy Owls in {llinois by Month 2011/2012
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Plumage/
To Date Month Sex Observer
17-Jan-12 Kara Knuffman fide Steve Bailey
20-Feb-12 2 fide Steve Bailey
3-Jan-12 12 female Greg Lambeth, Steve Bailey. Pete Moxon
Donald Maum
9-Jan-12 12 male Carrie Nixon
7-Jan-12 Greg Lambeth
12 Travis Mahan
Ron Bradley
24-Feb-12 2 adult male Ron Bradley
12 fide Sue Friscia
19-Dec-11 12 Joan Norek, Steve Huggins
12
12
Doug Stotz, Dave B. Johnson
1
1 immature
12 Steve Spitzer
8-Dec-1 12 males Robert Hughes
12
12 adult male
25-Dec-1 12
12 adult male Steve Spitze
12 immature Mark Bowman
Rena Cohen
14-Jan-12 immature Steve Spitzer
16-Feb-12 2 Kanae Hirabayashi
3
1 Chris Williamson

Inoumy Eebruary

)

. E N _

January

March May
y  Macch Al May
3 4 | () 0
Comments

pbotos

reported on GBBC

broken wing Qigig

rehab flown to Alaska

Champaign owls fide Greg Lambeth

approx. dates

photos; The bird has been found within a 9 square mile area

between County Rd 1000N and 1300N between County Rd 700E and 1000E.

very dark: [lew out over lake! New owl
new owl w/photos
two new owls here

photos; new owl with distinct black ear tufts
two birds; almost all white

nearly pure white: (one day only)
new bird with very dark cap!

photos; new owl w/distinct black ear tufts
new bird

new migrant possibly same? As Jerry Goldner video in Mar?
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County
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook

Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
DeKalb
DeKalb
Edwards
Fulton
Grundy
Grundy
Grundy
Grundy

Grundy

Grundy
Handcock
Handcock
Henry
Kane

Kankakee
Kankakee
Kendall
Kendall
Kendall
Knox
Lake
Lake

Nearest

Town/Location

Chicago, Northerly Island

Chicago. Northerly Island

Chicago, Northerly Island

Chicago, Northerly Island

Chicago, Soldier Field & Lake Shore Dr.

Chicago, Promontory Point, Hyde Park
Chicago, Water Filtration Plant, Navy Pier
Chicago, Wolf Lake

Chicago, 39th St. at Lake Front

Evanston, 1718 Sherman

Lansing

O’Hare, N ofPost Office Ponds, on light pole
O’Hare, United Airlines aircraft strike
O’Hare, runway

O’Hare, runway

O’Hare, runway

O’Hare, runway

O’Hare, runway

O’Hare, runway

O’Hare, runway

Midway Airport, airfield

Midway Airport, airfield

Midway Airport, airfield

Midway Airport, airfield

Schiller Park, near Lawrence and Montrose
Wilmette, Wilmette Harbor

Near Crego Rd (on Spring Bird Count!)
southern DeKalb Co. ISM specimen

1 mi E of Bone Gap (Close to Bonpas River)

E side of Brisbin Rd, S of IL Rte 6
Goose Lake Prairie

Minooka, I-80 & on Minooka Rd
Minooka, on frontage Rd

NE of Morris found dead in farmer’s field
8150 N Brisbin Road

in cornfield

Nauvoo, River mile 380.2 along Hwy 96,
Powellton

Kewanee, Kewanee Airport

Hampshire, Melms Road

Bourbonnais, Career Center Rd

Manteno, 1 mile south of Manteno Exit [-57
Yorkville, W side of Rte 47, S of Ament Rd.
Yorkville, Silver Springs SP

in farmer’s field along fence line

Victoria

Grayslake, Prairie Crossing & Jones Pt. Rd.
Round Lake Heights, Chesapeake Subdiv.

From Date
2-Dec-1
14-Jan-12
28-Jan-12
1-Mar-12
23-Mar-12

1-Dec-1
1-Jan-12
9-Jan-12
10-Feb-12
14-Dec-1
28-Feb-12
3-Feb-12
11-Nov-1
27-Dec-1
19-Jan-12
23-Feb-12
6-Mar-12
16-Feb-12
20-Mar-12
22-Mar-12
29-Nov-1
3-Jan-12
23-Feb-12
28-Apr-12
S-Jan-12
15-Dec-1
5-May-12
8-Jan-12
11-Dec-1
14-Feb-12
10-Mar-12
11-Jan-12
28-Dec-11
31-Dec-1

28-Feb-12

3-Jan-12

1-Jan-12
22-Dec-12
15-Feb-12
30-Nov-1

22-Dec-1
30-Dec-1
10-Mar-12
9-Mar-12
11-Mar-12
15-Mar-12
1-Mar-12
6-Jan-1

To Date

29-Jan-12
28-Jan-12

4-Apr-12

26-Mar-12
31-Jan-12

13-Mar-12

4-Jan-12

23-Feb-12
31-Dec-1

[9%]

8-Jan-12
9-Dec-1
3-Mar-12

Plumage/

Month Sex
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female

adult, female?
immature

male
immature, female?

adult, male
Ist year. female

adult, male

immature

Observer Comments

Pat Durkin m.obs.

Robert Hughes

Steve Huggins, m.obs. photos

Peter Bullock-- dead on Lake Shore Dr.? south of the 1 mile to I-53 junction
sign and south of metal foot bridge

Steve Huggins photos

Carolyn Marsh also seen in IN

Eric Ginsberg
Judy Pollock

Cathy Bloome
FAAreport; hit by right landing gear/Earliest arrival date for IL irrruption 180
Sebastian Rioux ebird
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services
Aaron Boone fide Dan Williams
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services
Sean Fitzgerald ebird, 200 yards W of remote parking areas
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services
fide Craig Bloomquist Wildlife Biologist USDA Wildlife Services

Linden Casey

Pete Olson et al. photos
Angelo Capparella photos
John Pohl photos
fide Larry Hood

Pete Moxon & Leslie, Steve Bailey, Jeff Smith, Bob & Karen Fisher, Vicki S. photos

Margie and Alan Busic, Donnalyn Quint Same bird as photographed day before
very dirty black barring w/white face; two seen at once
within 75 yards of each other

(fide Don Belcha, Steve Bailey)

Ron and Audrey Meade photo; N 0f2300 North & W of 1200

Dale Lindstrom, David B, Johnson, Andy Sigler, Jeff Smith, Mike Baum, m.obs. photos
hit by SUV and rehab amazing story in Chicago Tribune!
Released at Pratts Wayne Woods FP on 23 Jan 2012 after rehab
fide Jed Hertz
Cecily Langellier

Dave B, Johnson, Andy Sigler, Jeff Smith, Pete Moxon, Andrew Aldrich et al. photos
fide Mike Baum, Phil and Pat Reyburn, Jim Mountjoy photo; approx. date
fide Lizz Morris

Linda Thompson fide Mark Hurley
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Table 1: Notes on Snowy Ow!l Occurrences, continued

County
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
Lake
LaSalle
LaSalle
LaSalle
LaSalle
Lee
Livingston

Livingston
Livingston
Macon
Macon
Mason
McDonough
McDonough
McHenry
McLean
McLean
McLean

McLean
McLean
McLean
McLean
Moultrie

Ogle
Pulaski

Rando!ph
Schuyler
Schuyler
Stephenson
Tazewell
Tazewell
Warren
Winnebago
Winnebago
Winnebago
Woodford
Woodford

Nearest Plumage/
Town/Location From Date To Date Month Sex
Wadsworth, Temple Lippizan Farms 6-Apr-12 4 adult, male
Waukegan, Waukegan Harbor 3-Dec-11 4-Dec-1 12 young?. female
Waukegan, Waukegan Harbor 10-Dec-1 12 immature
Waukegan, Waukegan Harbor 18-Dec-1 12 immature
Waukegan, Waukegan Harbor 2-Jan-12
Winthrop Harbor, North Point Marina 2-Dec-1 12 immature
Winthrop Harbor, North Point Marina 5-Dec-1 2l
Winthrop Harbor, North Point Marina 10-Dec-1 12
Winthrop Harbor, North Point Marina 31-Dec-l 12
Winthrop Harbor, North Point Marina 18-Feb-12 2
Lindenhurst, golf course 30-Nov-11 Ist year, female
Seneca. 1/4 E of N18 and E22-Dec-1 12
Seneca, another Snowy S. of N20 and E27 15-Dec-11 22-Jan-12 12
Seneca, often at Power Plant (N20 and E27) 12-Dec-11 2-Feb-12 12 immature
Leonore Road at N18 and E16 12-Dec-11 14-Dec-1 12
Harmon, I-88 mile post 49.25 29-Dec-l 12 probable male
S of E 1300 N Rd and E of N 00 E Rd 15-Feb-12 20-Feb-12 2 adult, male
2nd owl 20-Feb-12 3-Mar-12 2
near Woodford Co. line, E 900 N Rd. 21-Feb-12 21-Feb-12 2 adult, male
Decatur, airport 20-Dec-12 12
Forsyth 20-Dec-11 1-Jan-12 12

19-Dec-11 31-Dec-1 12
New Philedelphia, on telephone pole 6-Feb-12 2 adult, male
farm field 11-Feb-12 2
Huntley, Muensching Rd 19-Feb-12 11-May-12 2 immature. male
Near El Paso but in McLean Co., Hwy 24 30-Nov-11 1-Dec-11 12 immature
Central Illinois Regional Airport, Bloomington 8-Jan-12 9-Jan-12
Gridley, Hwy 24, 1700 E 11-Jan-12 27-Feb-12 adult, male

(or just end dale of 22-Jan-2012 only?)  possible a 2nd owl?

Northeast of Towanda 26-Jan-12
Carlock, 800 E, 1/2 mile N of Northtown Rd 11-Feb-12 12-Feb-12 2 adult. female
E of Lexington/Towanda, Hwy 8: 13-Feb-12 20-Feb-12 2 adult, female
in field at NE corner of 2450N and 3100 E 20-Feb-12 2
SW of Arthur, CR 2000N 2-Jan-12 immatare
between 1600E & 1700E
Forreston, NW of Forreston on Mt. Vernon Rd. 14-Jan-12 15-Jan-12
2.5 miles W of ILRte 37, just east of 27-Jan-12 5-Feb-12 immature
Shawnee Community College
Red Bud, 1 mile east of Red Bud, Ellis Grove 26-Jan-12 21-Feb-12 adult
Beardstown, Hwy 103 just W of Beardstown 23-Nov-12 7-Nov-] 1
Bluff City 20-Feb-12 23-Feb-12 2
Freeport, W. of Highland Community College 3-Mar-12 3
East Peoria, Illinois Central Community College 25-Feb-12 2
Tremont, 1/2 mi w: of Tremont on I-155 8-Feb-12 2

20-Jan-12
Rockford, two seen together; one later strike 15-Mar-12 3
Rockford, UPS aircrafi strike upon landing 23-Mar-12 3 specimen
Rockford. seen off airport taxiway 14-May-12 5 immature
on W sideof NOO Erd, /3N of E1200N Rd  20-Feb-12 2 adult, male
just S side of Co Rd 1400N/Co Hwy 16 15-Feb-12 20-Feb-12 2 adult, male

and just W of Co Rd 3200E/N 00 E Rd3200E County Line Rd

Totat 133 birds reported

Observer Comments
Barbara Hoeldt photo
Ethan, Aaron, and Eric Gyllenthal. Steve Bailey, m.obs.

Al Stokie new ow! here

heavily marked juvenile

caughtand atean American Coot
2nd Snowy Owl here

Matthew Cvetas. Steve Bailey

Al Stokie two new owls here
Robert Hughes

m.obs. Gull Frolic
Linda Bruer died iromadvanced rodenticide poisoning
Bob Carper photos
lohn and Cindy McKee. silo awl?
John and Cindy McKee. Steve Bailey, Pete Moxon. Jefl Smith, m.obs photos.
Kurt & Janct Plymire photas
Dustin Holschuh

Matt Fraker. Ted Hartzler, Jeff Smith, Pete Moxon, Steve Bailey photos
(also seen in Woodford, fide Ben Murphy) Steve Bailey,

Jeff Smith, Pete Moxon

fide Ben Murphy photos
Travis Mahan

Rich Laramore, Matt Fraker photos
fide Kevin Richmond, Mike Baumfound dead by Tony Ward and Colin Dobson

Larty Hood

fide Larry Hood

Doug Crane, Steve Bailey. Karen Lund, m.obs. photos. seen by Jim Kriss in Jan?
Ben Murphy photos
Fran Harty

Ben Murphy & Matt Fraker, Aaron Yount, photos
fide Matt Fraker

Angelo Capparella, Les & Sheila Allen

Tim Lindenbaum

Jeff Smith, Pete Moxon photos
Pete Moxon, Greg Lambeth, Steve Bailey, Rob Kanter Rob Kanter

approx dates
photos

fide Anne Straight
Myra and Frank Bennett. John Schwegman, Keith McMullen m.obs.

photos
photos; found live, later hit by car

Susan Harbaugh, Mark Seiffert

Tharrin Hobson, Bob Randall. Curt McMurl
Mike Madsen

Steve Simpson fide Anne Straight

Mike Ingram
photos; in cornfield and on hay bales
Shannon, two Snowy Owls seen at once, approx date in Mar
FAAreport female found dead 20 feet off runway
latest departure date for Illinois!

Shannon, Dan Williams,

Kristin Ellis

Jeff Smith. Pete Moxon

Ted Hartzler, Pete Moxon, Jeff Smith
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A Sampling of Snow
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Contents during winter 2011/12

By Joshua I. Engel

Snowy Owl eating freshly caught
American Coot on rocky jetty

at Winthrop Harbor, Zion,

Lalke County. 2 December 2011.
Photo by Jerry Goldner:

Snowy Owls (Bubo scandiacus)
staged a record irruption during the
winter of 2011-2012. With Snowy
Owls seen throughout the state,
several people were able to procure
regurgitated pellets. Pellets consist of
undigested parts of a bird’s prey, often
comprising fur, feathers, exoskeletons
and bones. Pellet contents have long
been used to assess the diets of owls,
which due to their nocturnal habits
can be very difficult to do through
observations (e.g. Cahn and Kemp
1930).

[ received a small series of
pellets from the irruption from the
Chicago lakefront (six pellets, thanks
to Jennifer Duncan, Steve Spitzer,
and Jerry Goldner) and from Coles
County in east-central Illinois (two
peliets, thanks to Ronald Bradley),
which [ analyzed for their contents.
A similar study conducted at Horicon
Marsh, Wisconsin, during the 1960-
61 Snowy Owl irruption, found that
among five individuals, 73% of pellets
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contained meadow voles (Microtus
pennsylvanicus), 30% contained
muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus), and
23% contained duck parts (Keith
1963).

Identifications of the rodents were
madebased on the molars found in the
pellets using Hoffmeister (1989) and
the Field Museum mammal collection
as references. Three prey species
were found in the lakefront pellets.
One pellet — from Montrose Beach
— contained the skulls of two brown
rats (Rattus norvegicus). Among five
pellets collected between Northerly
Island and 415t St. were eight meadow
voles, two unidentified Microtus
voles, and one American Coot (Fulica
americana). The two pellets from
Coles County contained no fewer than
nine individual Peromyscus mice.

This study reveals just a small
sample of the varied diet of Snowy
Owls in Illinois during the 2011-2012
irruption. Other prey items, including
easterncottontail (Sylvagus floridanus)
and Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus
serrator), were also reported. A study
of a similar number of Snowy Owl
pellets from coastal Washington
during the same time period revealed
a diet consisting entirely of birds,
including Sanderling (Calidris alba),
Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus),
and Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola)
(Paulson 2012).

(MRS - Snowy Owl

coughing up pellet.

' Montrose Point,

| Lincoln Park,
Chicago,

| Coolc County.

11 December 2012.

Photo by

| Jerry Goldner:

showing size.

Photo by

Snowy Owl il
pellet found in |
Livingston County ‘ll‘

3 March 2012. ||}

Ben Murphy. |

Rodent jaws and skull bones
Jfound in Snowy Owl pellet.
Photo by Joshua I. Engel.
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The Beauty of the Snowy Owl
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B ]{pﬁ;lﬂl ml@ Snowy Owl at Montrose,
Al “ Chicago, Cook County.

2 January 2012.

Photo by John Picken.

Snowy Owl in McHenry
County. 1 April 2012.
This bird remained

in the area into May.
Longhenry.
" 0[5

Snowy Owl at Montrose,
Chicago, Cook County.
11 December 2011.
Photo by Jackie Bowman
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Snowy Owl at Montrose,
Chicago, Cook County.
11 December 2011.
Photo by Mark Bowman,

Snowy Owl

at Northerly Island,

Chicago, Cook County.

5 February 2012.

Photo by Richard Remington.
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... in Action

i,

il gy

stance at Montrose,
Chicago, Cook County.
29 January 2012.
Photo by

Richard Remington.

Snowy Owl

reacts to an attack
by a Peregrine
Falcon. Northerly
Island, Chicago,
Cook County.

29 January 2012.

] A% g
A Snowy Owl gets harassed
by a Peregrine Falcon.

)

Northerly Island, Photg by Richard
Chicago, Cook County. Remington
29 Januaiy 2012.

Photo by Richard Remington.
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|| A Peregrine Falcon ge n closer
s i to the Snowy Owl. Northerly Island,
2| Chicago, Cook County. 2 February

4 2012. Photo by Scott Ottens.

vt

A Peregrine Falcon gets too close to a

Snowy Owl. Northerly Island, Chicago,
Cook County. 2 February 2012.

Photo by Scott Ottens.

A Snowy Owl appears to wink after |,

surviving the attack by the Peregrine Falcon.

Northerly Island, Chicago, Cook County. U

2 February 2012. Photo by Richard Remington.
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... on Location

Snowy Owl
in McLean County.

1 December 2011.

Photo by Benjamin Murphy.
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Snowy Owl on antenna. LaSalle County. lty ,
30 December 2011. Photo by Brendon Lake.

Snowy Owl
on a railvoad
track in Brookfield

e L
e e B Township,
Ty Ui 1 v‘:l!u“'"' I ,1"”‘::_'," LaSalle County.
5 February 2012,
Photo by

Bob Carper:

™

Snowy Owl at Montrose, Chicago, Coolc County. v 16 December 2011. Photo by Jerry Goldner:
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Snowy Owl at Red Bud, Randolph
County. 29 January 2012. Photo
by Will and Susan Harbaugh.

Snowy Owl in Waukegan,
Lake County. 4 December 2011.
Photo by Jerry Goldner:
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... and just being Snowy Owls
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Snowy Owl and ‘- | i e
{ American Crow. :
Northerly Island,

Chicago, Cook
County. 28 January
- 2012. Photo by
Richard Remington.
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Snowy Owl |
in McHenry
County.
1 April 2012.
Photo by
John Longhenry.

e

Snowy Owl
at Montrose,
Chicago, || |

Cook County. ||

12 December 2011,
Photo by

John Picken.

Snowy Owl at
Montrose, Chicago,
Cook County.

12 December 2011.
Photo by

John Picken.

Meadowlark




The 2011/2012
Christmas Bird

Count

By Paul W. Sweet

“Arctic” Great Horned Owl.
Meredosia Island Christmas Bird
Count, Spunky Bottoms Preserve,

Brown County. 19 December 2011.

Photo by Michael Ward.

Afterthe cold counts [llinois birders had to contend with
the last two years, an early cold snap in late November and
early December must have seemed ominous. However,
things warimed up nicely, and only 6 counts failed to
reach the freezing mark. Surprisingly, the coldest count
for the state turned out to be Lake Shelbyville, which only
reached 28 degrees F on count day. On the other hand, 8
counts exceeded 50, and 15 recorded low temperatures
above freezing. Needless to say, running water was open
on all counts, with only 4 reporting any freezing, and only
3 counts reporting still water as completely frozen. Only
10 counts reported any snow fall, with a maximum of 3
inches at Carlyle. To counter this, 28 counts reported winds
of at least 15 mph, with 16 counts dealing with winds of
at least 20, and 4 reporting winds of at least 40 mph. Illini
State Park reported peak winds of 48 mph. The count also
followed an epic fall for western vagrants in the Midwest,
so the total count of 176 species seen on count day (with 4
more count week birds) should be no surprise.

Overall, 65 counts reported this year, with 1,122
observers contributing 3467.75 party hours. Despite more
observers, this was fewer party hours than last year, pos-
sibly because of the high winds so many counts had. An
additional 190 feeder observers contributed 416 hours. As
always, Fermilab had the most observers with 138, while
Quincy reported the most feeder-watchers with 22. Three
counts reached 100 species, with Union County at the top
with 107. Illinois” first CBC Mountain Bluebird was at
Collinsville. Other notable finds included Pacific Loon,
Prairie Falcon, and Spotted Sandpiper at Clinton Lake;
Lesser Yellowlegs and Dunlin at Meredosia; a California
Gull at Chicago Lakefront, a Rufous Hummingbird at
Chicago Urban; a Capc May Warbler at Chautauqua; and a
Henslow’s Sparrow photographed at Evanston.

Volume 21, Number 3

Ducks through Herons

Greater White-fronted Goose numbers were an impres-
sive 208 percent above the 10-year average, Snow Goose
were 77 percent above, and Ross’s Goose numbers were
up 22 percent. Only Cackling Goose had a below-average
year. Cypress Creek’s 15,216 Greater White-fronted Geese
alone were more than the 10-year average. Even with
the impressive goose showing, this year might well be
termed the year of the swan — 419 swans were reported,
including 181 Mute Swans on 18 counts, 781 Tundra
Swans on 11 counts (including 722 at Clinton, IA), and a
record 251 Trumpeter Swans, led by Union County with
63. Most dabbling duck numbers were higher than last
year, with Cypress Creek reporting impressive totals of
Gadwall (1639), Northern Shoveler (1471), and Northern
Pintail (2149). Clinton, IA had 6,540 Canvasback. Pere
Marquette’s 2,500 Ring-necked Ducks led an impressive
8450 state total, while all three scoters were reported,
including lone Surf Scoters at Bloomington, Calumet,
and Davenport, 8 White-winged at Waukegan, and a
lone Black at Barrington. Only 1 Long-tailed Duck was
reported (at Evanston). Peoria reported 880 Ruddy Ducks,
leading a state total of 4,028.

Ring-necked Pheasant numbers were down drastically
from last year, with only 163 reported on 25 counts, and
Newton only reported 11 Greater Prairie-Chickens this
year. Wild Turkeys were only slightly below last year, but
only 107 Northern Bobwhite were reported on 14 counts.
This is the lowest total for the species since 1941.
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In addition to the Pacific Loon at Clinton Lake, lone
Red-throated Loons were reported at Chicago Laketiront,
Carlyle (count week), and Springfield (count week).
Chicago Lakefront also had a Red-necked Grebe, while
Springfield reported a count-week Eared Grebe and
Carlyle had a count-week Western Grebe. Seventy-six
American White Pelicans were reported on 9 counts, with
a high of 56 at Muscatine. Mermet Lake had the only Great
Egret, and Calumet City had 10 of the 17 Black-crowned
Night-Herons reported.

Raptors through Gulls

A Turkey Vuliure was still present at Schapville in
Northern lllinois. Bald Eagles were down slightly from
last year, likely because of the lack of ice. Four counts
reported lone Golden Eagles, and 12 reported Merlin.
Clinton Lake had a Prairie Falcon. A Virginia Rail was at
Lisle Arboretum, while Union County reported 3 Virginia
Rails and a Sora. One-thousand-eight-hundred-sixteen
(1,816) Sandhill Cranes were reported on 11 counts,
including 1,367 at Lisle Arboretum.

Shorebirds were very well represented, with 77
Wilson’s Snipe on 13 counts, 3 American Woodcock
at Mermet Lake, a Spotted Sandpiper at Clinton Lake,
and lone Lesser Yellowlegs and Dunlin at Meredosia. A
California Gull was reported for the second year in a row,
this time on Chicago Lakefront. Eight counts reported a
total of 16 Thayer’s Gulls, 9 counts reported Lesser Black-
backed Gulls, 6 reported Glaucous Gulls, and Calumet
City reported the only 2 Great Black-backed Gulls.

Four-hundred-thirteen (413) Eurasian Collared-Doves
were reported on 33 counts, a total only surpassed two
years ago. Lone Barn Owls were at Carlyle and Warbluff
Valley. Five counts reported Snowy Owls, including 2
at Chicago Lakefront, part of a truly impressive inva-
sion year. Long-eared Owls were reported on 13 counts,
and 20 Northern Saw-whet Owls were reported on 9
counts, including 8 at Lisle Arboretum. A female Rufous
Hummingbird was still present on the Chicago Urban — the
Sth in state CBC history.

Flycatchers through Weaver Finches

36 Eastern Phoebes were seen on 11 counts this
year, including 1 at Chicago Urban and 2 at Barrington.
Loggerhead Shrikes were up as well, with 12 on 9 counts,
compared to 6 on 3 counts in 2010. Northern Shrikes
were also up, with 45 seen on 19 counts, including 11 at
Fermilab. One count-week White-eyed Vireo was spot-
ted at Carlyle. A record 334,685 American Crows were
counted, one of 8 species to be recorded in every count
circle. The 238,000 reported at Middlefork River Valley
were more than the entire state finds in most years. Two
counts reported Fish Crows, with 6 at Union County.

Kankakee Valley had a lingering count-week Northern
Rough-winged Swallow and Rend Lake had a Barn
Swallow. Four counts reported House Wrens, 3 reported
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Sedge Wrens, and 4 reported Marsh Wrens. As mentioned,
a Mountain Bluebird was still present at Collinsville. Five
Gray Catbirds were reported on 3 counts. Brown Thrashers
were reported on 16 counts.

Warblers were present in surprising numbers, including
3 Orange-crowned on 2 counts, a Cape May photographed
at Chautauqua, 9 Pine Warblers on 5 counts, 2 Palm
Warblers at Lisle Arboretum and one at Davenport, and
lone Common Yellowthroats on 2 counts.

A Henslow’s Sparrow was photographed at Evanston.
Five counts reported Lincoln’s Sparrows. Three counts
reported solo Indigo Buntings, and Merimet Lake reported
two Dickcissels. Union County reported 20 Western
Meadowlarks. Twenty Brewer’s Blackbirds were reported
on six counts, led by the 11 at Collinsville. Thirty-eight
(38) Red Crossbills were reported on six counts, with
Union County in far southern Illinois reporting 22. Only
two counts reported White-winged Crossbills. Only 9
counts reported Common Redpolls. The last two species
moved into the area in numbers in January. Pine Siskins
actually exceeded last year’s total with 1070 reported on
30 counts. Only 2 counts reporied Evening Grosbeaks,
although Thorn Creek had a flock of 15. Eurasian Tree
Sparrows were reported from 19 counts this year.

Paul W. Sweet

2114 Elisha Ave.
Zion, IL 60099

paulwsweet@att.net

LeConte s Sparrow. Shelbyville Reservoir
Christmas Bird Count, Moultrie County.
2 January 2012. Photo by Rob Kanter.
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Table 1: Count circles, abbreviations, weather and effort, and compiiers for the 2010/2011 Christmas Bird Count in lllinois.

Count Name Code Date Temp Wind Wind Speed Snow  Water Sky Field Feeder Feeder Tota Party Party Owling Owiling Compiter Area
Low High Direction Low ‘H_lahﬁ Depth Conditlons Observers Observers Hours Parties Hours M_iltﬁ Hours Miles

Andalusia ANDA 1/4/12 30 46  Southwest 0 10 0 flo clr/ncldv 7 0 0 3 3R.5 295 11 116  Kellv I. McKav
Barrington . BARR 12/19/11 42 47  West 9 12 0 ofz/o clr/ocldv 28 5 8 16 72.5 23} 0 0 Duane Heaton
Calumet City -Sand Ridge  CALU 12/17/11 25 37 Southwest 10 15 0  ofzlo cdv/mcldy 17 14 28 9 41.25 96.25 0 0  Carolvn Marsh
Chicago Lakefront CHLK 12/25/11 36 48 Northwest 12 30 0 o/o clr/cir 20 0 0 5 19.5 73.5 0 0 loel Greenbera
Chicago Urban CHWU 12/18/11 25 44 West 3 12 1 ofz/o  clr/clr 22 S S 11 64 218 2 2 leffrev Sanders
Clinton 1A CLIA 12/20/11 26 36  Northwest S 10 0 o/o cldv/cldv 11 2 4 4 38.75 342 0 0 Kellv 1. McKav
Davenport IA DAIA 12/18/11 27 S0 Southwest 0 15 0 o/o clr/ocldv 19 9 18 6 65.5 436.75 0 0 Kellv 1. McKav

Dekalb DEKA 12/17/11 10 43 Unknown 0 13 1 u/u cldv/cldv 19 1 5 9 41 412 9.5 134 Mike Andrews
Evanston North Shore EVNS 12/26/11 28 34 Northwest 10 21 u u/u ocldv/ocld 18 20 31 10 77.5 72.4 0 0  Tim Wallace N
Fermilab FERM 12/17/11 24 30  Southwest 4 9 0.5 ol/o Isnw/cldv 138 6 12 37 188 702.75 22 53 leff Chabman
Freeport FREE 12/17/11 25 32 Southwest 0 3 2 ofz/o Isnw/cldv 14 2 2 5 37.65 485.31 5.5 74  Richard Bennina O
Hennepin HENN 12/15/11 38 51 West 15 25 0 o/o cldv/cldv 8 0 0 4 35.5 274.75 4 51 lohn McKee

filini S.p. ILLI 1/1/12 32 41 Southwest 15 48 0 o/o pcldv/cldv 11 2 5 3 32.75 372.75 15 135 lim Hamoson R
Joliet 1oLl 12/17/11 29 35  Southwest 6 8 0.5 gol/o cldv/cldv 13 2 2 7 34,5 199.25 Creaorv Bluhm
Kankakee Valiey KANK 12/26/11 22 44  Southwest 0 15 0 fz/o cir/cldv 14 4 6 9 50.5 274.25 7 69 led Hertz T
Kishwaukee KISH 12/31/11 24 39 Southwest 0 5 0 olo fa/cldv 34 4 7.75 15 102 738.5 8.5 30 Barbara Williams
Lisle Arboretum LISL  12/18/11 26 43  Southwest 5 1S 0 ofz/o falclr 69 10 24.25 25 173.9 524.85 19.16 42.2 Geoffrev WilliamsorH
McHenry Co. MCHE 12/17/11 25 29  Northwest 2 6 1.5  ofz/ofz Isnw/lsnw 36 0 0 18  73.15 438.55 0.5 0 Rob Gouah
Morris-Wilmington MOwi 1o/ () 283 39 Northwest 18 41 0 ol/o cldv/opcldv 7 1 4 4 255 286 0 0 Bill Morris

Muscatine 1A MUIA 12/26/11 18 45  Southeast S 20 0 olfz ocldv/cldv 11 6 12 S 53.75 483.25 0 0 Kellv I. McKav
Princeton-Camanche IA PCIA 12/22/11 34 37  West 5 10 0 o/o cldv/cldv 8 1 2 4 42.75 394.75 0 0 Kellv I. McKav

Rock Cut State Park RCSP 12/28/11 19 30 Southeast 6 12 0 olo cldv/mcldy 17 0 0 4 32,5 191.8 4 S0  Eddie Callawav
Rockford ROCK 12/17/11 26 31  Southwest 0 8 1 ofz/o  Isnw/cldv 35 11 18 18 117.75 667.75 23 168 Dan Williams
|Schapville SCHA 12/14/11 39 52 Southwest 0 10 0 ofz/o Im/lrn 21 2 6 28 275 0 0 Terrence Inaram
Starved Rock S.P. SRSP  12/18/11 28 50 Southwest 0 14 0 o/o clr/clr 13 2 2 6 55 382 11.5 146 lohn McKee

Thom Creek-Park Forest TCPF_12/17/11 28 41 Southwest 0 10 0 o/o Irn/ocldv 25 8 56 11 72.5 453 0 0 Al Thomas

Van Petten VPET 12/24/11 19 38 West 0 10 0 o/ofz  cir/clr 6 1 2 4 36.5 385 0 0 Kellv I. McKav
Waukegan WAUK 1/1/12 28 42 West S 40 1 ofz/o lIsnw/lsnw 24 0 0 5 49.85 116.75 4 5 loel Creenbera

White Pines SWTPN 121811 25 S e VEST B 15 0 nfz/o 2 1] 0 (5 3328 3345 12 1Z8 _Fric Waltars
Bloomington - Normal RIOM 12/17/11 28 40  West S 10 0 ala cldv/cldv 1R 4] 0 11 52 214 0 0 Dale Rirkenhonlz
Bushnell BUSH 12/17/11 26 40 Southwest S 12 0 ofz/o  clr/pocldv 6 0 0 3 25.5 234 0 0 Larrv L. Hood C,
Champaign County CHAM 12/17/11 24 40 Southwest 1 7 0 ofz/o cldv/mcldy 19 1 3 9 49.75 243.98 0 0 Helen Parker
Chautauqua N.W.R. CHAU 12/23/11 23 31 Northwest 5 14 0 oo ocldv/cldv. 12 1 2 6 51 a5 =36l 2.5 16  Richard Biorklund E
Chillicothe CHIL 12/31/11 34 42 Unknown S 10 0 olo cldv/cldv 14 0 0 7 59.5 373 0 0  Tracv Meints Fox
Clinton Lake CLLK 12/18/11 24 50 Southwest 10 29 0 ofz/o  mcldv/clr 12 0 0 5 44.25 252.72 6.3 7 Rhetta lack
Coles-Cumberland COCU 12/17/11 28 41  Southwest 5 10 0 ofz/o ocldv/ocd 17 6 15.5 9 35.25 168.5 1 0  Laurence Thorsen N
Crane Lake-Sangamon CRLK 12/17/11 28 43 Southwest 0 S 0 ol/o clr/clir 10 0 0 6 38 219.5 0 0 Robert Randall
Decatur DECA 12/17/11 28 40 Northeast 2 16 0 o/o ocldv/ocld 24 5 9.25 14 43.25 203.9 2.5 68 Ross Thomoson T
| Eastern Knox Co. EKNX 12/15/11 36 42  West 10 30 0 ol/o cldv/cldv 9 0 0 6 45.62 4875 11 116  lim Mountiov
Eastem Mercer Co. EMER 1/3/12 9 37  South 0 15 0 ofz/ofz clr/pcldv 7 0 0 4 38 322.75 11 102 Cathleen Monson
Forest Glen Preserve FGPR 12/28/11 22 36 Southwest 0 9 0 olo clr/cidv 13 2 1.5 7: 54.5 319 0 0 Marilvn Camobell R
Meredosia Isiand MERE 12/16/11 45 51 Northwest S 10 0 o/o Irn/cldv 12 0 0 6 49.5 437.5 0 0 Tonv Ward

Middle Fork River Valley MFRV 1/1/12 30 46  West 20 40 0 ol/o cldv/lrn 17 0 0 12 675 316.9 2 30  Steven Bailev A
Peoria PEOR 12/17/11 28 43  Calm 0 0 0 o/o mcldv/clr 15 3 18 8 62.7 407.4 4 5 L.H. Princen

Quincy QUIN 12/17/11 27 37  Southwest 7 1% 0 ofz/o clr/cir 14 22 29.2 7 49.5 413.5 2 12 Ken Heinze L
Schuy - Rush RUSH 12/28/11 27 41 Variable 3 8 0 olo ocldv/ocld 6 6 8 3 5 28 2 3 Harold Hedden
Springfield SPFD  12/18/11 24 52 Southwest 10 22 0 o/o cir/cir 10 14 28 9 60 351 S 34  H. David Bohlen
Western Mercer Co. WMFR _12/15/11 34 43 Northwest 15 25 0 __a/n 12 ) 0 5 51 408 18 138 Kellyl McKav
B_aldWil'l Lake RAIK 12/19/11 28 47  West 3 % 0 alo ncldv/neld 11 2 2 5 309.73 229.4 1.8 72 Tim Dever

Bird Haven Sanctuary BIRD 12/17/11 24 42 Northwest 5 15 0 o/ofz  Isnw/opcldv 6 1 2 6 48 345 25 5 Frank Storment
Carlyle Lake CALK 12/27/11 25 40 Northwest S 15 3 o/o hsnw/cldv 12 0 0 7 70 490 12 300 Dan Kassebaum
Coliinsville COLL. . 12/17/118 27 48  West 6 25 0 ol/o clr/ocldv 9 0 0 4 3585, 284.7 0 0 Frank Holmes
CrabOrchard N.W.R. CROR 12/18/11 27 53 Northeast 2 9 0 ofz/o dir/clr 12 0 0 4 38 145 8 24 Mike Brown

Cypress Creek CYCR 12/18/11 48 53 East 5 10 0 ol/o Irn/ocidv 15 0 0 8 67.8 283.9 0 0 leff Hoover

Elsah ELSA 12/17/11 30 40 Calm 0 0 0 u/u clr/cir 4 1 8 2 4 2 0 0 Marv lane Hoff (6]
Horseshoe Lake HSLK 12/28/11 30 53 Northwest 3 5 0 o/o ocldv/ocld 14 0 0 9 71.5 3595 3 0 Vernon Kleen
Jackson Co. IACK 1/1/12 36 55 Northwest 18 20 0 olo pcldv/clr 9 0 0 S 46.25 317 3 44 Rhonda S. RothrockU
Mermet Lake MRLK 12/30/11 48 57 Southwest 13 24 0 ol/o ocldv/clr 13 1 2 7 56.75 323.25 1 4 Frank Bennett

Middle Mississippl NWR MMWR 12/17/11 40 46  East 5 10 0 o/o cldv/cldv 6 0 0 2 20 170 0 0 lohn Hartleb 18
Monroe County MONR 12/16/11 32 42  North 3 8 0 ol/o pcldv/mclc 5 5 28.5 5 22.5 2335 2 2 Carl Daubach

Newton NEWT 12/23/11 36 39  Northwest 5 15 0 ol/o cldv/cldv 11 0 0 6 36.5 335 6 70 leff Walk H
Pere Marquette Park PEMR 12/17/11 24 45 Northeast 0 10 0  ofz/ofz clr/pcldv 16 0 0 1 51.6 306.25 2 1  Robert Thomas

Rend Lake RDLK 12/17/11 23 48 Southwest 2 10 0 olo clr/mcldv 10 0 0 5 43.75 423.5 20 254  [Ceith A. McMullen
Shelbyville Reservoir SHEL 1/2/12 16 28 Northwest 10 30 1 ofz/o Isnw/lsnw 15 0 0 7 67.5 537.25 4 100 Travis Mahan

Union Co. UNION 12/29/11 29 42  South 5 15 0 o/o ocldv/ocld 22 0 0 11 87 428 12 12 Vernon Kleen
Warblﬁvallsy <SUREBN _12012/11 2. _ 46 Sauthest 0 10 0 ala rlr.‘nrlrﬂ 12 2 4 [ 30 178 0 0 Andr
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Table 2: Count data for Northern lllinois (north of 1-80)

Species Name ANDA BARR CALU CHIU_CHLK CLIA DAIA DEKA EVNS FERM FREE HENN _ILLI OLl _KANK KISH _ LISL__MCHE MOWI MUIA PCIA R@EP ROCK SCHA SRSP TCPF_VANE WAUK WTPN
(Greater White-fronted Goose . 30 706 750 17

Snow Goose v ] 1 1 1 2 164 2

Snow Goose (white form) 1 1 i

Snow Goose (blue form) 1 1

Ross's Goose 1 1 1

Cackling Goose 10 3 7 54 143 7 143 235 42 57 138 22 3 23 101 202 2 14 8 17
Canada Goose 1042 4281 1122 2362 1838 703 4069 4855 5383 14634 1204 454 1711 2394 820 7353 2768 6077 490 1395 671 5712 7298 45 939 5357 1812 3664 1490
Mute Swan 7 7 2 14 2 8 3 11
Trumpeter Swan 5 21 3 6 47

Tundra Swan 722 3 4 5 1 12

swan sp. 3

Wood Duck 2 19 1 C: 2 2 3 1 £S 3 4 2 2
Gadwall 1 24 4 9 7 2 6 322 4 148 1 67 1 2
American Wigeon 1 6

American Black Duck 3 3 10 4 18 1 5 26 3 143 3 8 20 ] 2 6 3 2 12 15
Mallard 253 353 724 1257 S6 762 989 747 1230 2261 181 2967 7551 %94 566 1616 901 872 519 354 182 260 1558 44 137 319 150 356 1S
Blue-winged Teal 1

Northern Shoveler 150 65 72 1 31 17 12 6 10

Nesthern Pintail ' bl 2 [ 1 2 5 3 1 1

Green-winged Teal 1 1 1 6 21 2 12

Canvasback 21 2 6540 2 1 1 1 1

Redhead 36 1 16 5 2 39 2 2 1 10
Ring~necked Duck 1 4 1 pt 3 ] il 21 2 4 2 1
Greater Scaup 45 149 5 4 132 1 309
Lésser Scaup 24 79 1 2 60S 36 2 1 880 1 17 9 3

scaup sp. 50 5 10
Surf Scoter i 1

White-winged Scoter 8

Black Scoter 1

dark-winged scoter sp, 5
Long-tailed Duck 1

Bufflehead 3 24 31 &0 11 8 4 3 2 L ) 2 1 29
Common Goldeneye 104 20 27 79 109 4250 311 350 261 S 5 (3] 10 % 7 3 11 8 1 1 54 147 1
Hpoded Merganser 2 21 17 ] 5 8 10 10 11 29 3 s 1 17
Commion Mergansar 12 4 3 0 66 421 12 15 110 190 13 13 2 19 184 20 3 31 137 4
Red-breasted Merganser 1173 7 1727 1 1 625 1 29 3 95
merganser sp. 25
Ruddy Duck 7 9 1 1 250 7 z i 3 4 2

Mallard X Northern Pintail 1

duck sp. 60

Ring-necked Pheasant w 1 5 2 1 1 3 2 7 1 5 1
Wild Turkey 12 12 40 4 14 37 18 132 4 4 17 63 24 26 231 72 28 w
Northern Bobwhite 1 12

Red-throated Loon I

Common Loon > 1 1
Pied-billed Crebe 3] ¥ 1 1 5 1 1 7 1 1
Horned Grebe 6 1 ] 2 1 2
Red-necked Grebe 1

American White Pelican - 1 1 56

Deuble-¢rested Cormorant 2 3l 3 2 4 1 1 17 47 3 7 1 8 ow
Creat Blue Heron 3 13 6 10 1 14 34 1 9 27 8 8 18 3 3 13 10 4 6 3 1 5 15 2 2 1
Black-crowned Night-Heron 10 6 ik

Turkey Vulture w

Bald Eagle 89 2 2 ow 87 56 2 6 22 55 13 4 0 10 2 3 11 118 71 5 35 13 49 21 4 9
Northern Harrier 3 2 E | 25 3 1 4 1 4 7 3 9 w 1 10 1 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 2 3 7 2 q 3 1 5 2 2 1 2 4 w 3 2 1 2
Cooper's Hawk 2 12 10 10 2 3 8 | 18 23 1 1 3 8 8 8 16 5 4 3 1 21 2 2 11 3 1 5
Accipiter sp. 1

Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1

Red-tailed Hawk 50 65 28 16 3 34 79 37 30 131 38 42 22 43 27 32 117 55 37 53 27 17 82 35 56 66 19 20 48
Raugh-legged Hawk 2 3 w 3 1 3 2 1 1 3 2 1 4 3 2 2
Golden Eagle 1 1

American Kestrel 1 6 14 3 1 10 29 20 8 18 10 6 12 18 16 12 5 8 23 30 4 21 16 29 15 8 1 12
Merlin 2 cw 2 1 2 1
Peregrine Falcon 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1
Virginia Rali 1

American Coot 8 22 70 39 9 1 20 11 24 29 A 12 21 2 1 i0 28
Sandhi!l Crane oW 5 10 6 o 1367 241 3 6 176

Kilideer 1 2 2 8 2 1] 1 2 2




Table 2: Count data for Northern Illinbis (north of 1-80), continued

Sgecies Name ANDA BARR CALU CHIU CHLK CLIA DAIA DEKA EVNS FERM FREE HENN 1Ll JOLI KANK KiSH LISL _MCHE MOWI MUJA PCIA RCSP ROCK SCHA SRSP TCPF VANP WAUK WTPN
Wilson's Snipe 1 9 1 y p:

Bonaparte's Gull 1

Ring-billed Gull 326 262 475 205 695 1213 3631 3 491 173 51 84 188 64 59 273 74 1256 140 49 17 48 240 12 247 371 7
California Gull il

Herring Gull 12 S6 166 9 1230 10 90 427 59 8 28 2 16 65 14 11 2 1 68 37 20 1 7 491 11
Thayer's Gull 1 1 6 1 3 1

Lesser Black~backed Gull 1 3 2 0

Claucous Gull 3 1 3 2 2

Great Black-backed Guli 2. v
lgull sp. 74 230 10 —_ b & 89 10 3
Rock Pigeon 216 133 339 2400 19 120 1348 154 183 273 278 S4 108 275 589 773 765 291 71 129 89 108 555 84 731 596 474 84 190
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1 Vi 21 1 10 1) ot 9 23 9 19 3

Mourning Dove 22 168 | 157 10X 36 460 423 282 957 544 5 62 419 340 168 13180 221 7. 238 63 46 836 3 27 482 30 55 117
Monk Parakeet 91 11 1

Eastern Screech-Owl 7 1 3 6 1 7 27 1 5 4 16 1 11 6 2 w 1 1 8 7
Great Horned Owl 2 6 2 3 3 12 10 10 32 1 6 2 8 12 6 22 4 4 11 3 6 5 12 1 11
Snowy Owl 1 2 1 1

Barred Owl 7 4 19 3 2 6 3 1 2 6 2 1 ik 9 1 2 8 4 2 3 1
Long-eared Owl 9 1 i 1 12 1 1 1 2

Short-eared Owl 7 1 12

Northern Saw-whet Owl 3 1 I 8 1 3
Rufeus Hummingbird 1 1

Belted Kingfisher S 14 3 4 7 7 8 10 11 & 3 2 2 3 13 16 2 1 2 5 3 12 7 3 1 3 2
Red-headed Woodpecker 12 w 7 14 3 1 2 2 1 10 8 15 0 4 2 1 1
Red-bellied Woodpecker 60 62 14 48 49 93 42 71 208 14 80 13 17 37 72 170 41 14 56 63 35 161 14 50 39 18 21 58
Yellow=-bellied Sapsucker 2 F 3 3 9 W N . 2 2 1 1 1 1 1

Downy Woodpecker 47 111 67 120 2 57 _le6 88 122 306 18 45 29 65 49 129 215 68 14 75 74 76 266 27 50 61 50 19 60
Hairy Woodpecker 21 23 6 39 1 17 36 9 33 93 3 15 7 4 17 34 74 15 7 22 31 9 59 8 5 2 11 10 10
Northern Flicker 2 13 1 4 8 10 4 6 14 3 9 2 3 9 29 21 4 2 13 45 16 52 S 11 1 5 3 10
Plieated Woodpecker 7 4 7 6 1 3 S 13 1 1 6 0 4 1 6
Eastern Phoebe 2 1

Northern Shrike 2 5 1 1 11 1 w 3 1 1 2 7 2 1 2
Blue Jay 131 49 23 8 150 135 56 3 87 58 46 17 22 91 102 162 52 150 139 38 253 81 44 71 11 11 117
[American Crow 93 118 158 128 | 318 181 179 146 97 154 261 169 60 70 251 1722 93 362 82 228 113 111 1272 297 168 55 450 82 295
Horned Lark 29 3 9 10 452 3 146 689 1 51 22 62 28 6 26 3 12 287 206 56 77 159
Northern Rough-winged Swallow w

Biack-~capped Chickadee 221 389 47 175 10 131 480 173 40?7 387 63 146 69 100 49 541 679 263 37 303 183 247 565 93 120 , 129 | 65 89 258
I Tuffed Titmouse 46 2 K 24 4l 5 2 6 9 24 16 i, 23 71 11 1 3 49 8 9 34 55 61 20 56
Red-breasted Nuthatch 3 3 3 1 1 5 1 w 1 =3 6 2 9 5 1 1 ) 1)
White-breasted Nuthatch 103. 54 20 46 73 175 75 135 208 32 67 28 26 1 191 278 Sb 10 142 95 56 226 35 70 76 34 27 98
Brown Creeper 12 18 2 35 21 40 32 10 51 13 5 3 2 64 15 6 3 ] 18 20 30 0 11 1 5 4 32
Caralina Wren 3 1 7 12 2 7 4 3 = 1 2 1 2
Winter Wren 2 S 1 3 i 1 Vi 1 2 1 iE 1 1

Sedge Wren 1

Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 7 ow 2 & 7 3 4 2 -] 4 1 4 3 6 7 7
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 bl 2 2 1 1 3
Eastern Bluebird 8 48 11 20 18 39 18 1 4 aw 20 73 26 2 8 23 13 38 16 15 3 16 4 42
Hemmit Thrush 1 s 4 i3 1 2 1 2 3 1 3

American Robin 3 395 4 276 4 2 4 [ 660 161 1 1 5 119 14 418 36 25 7 3 69 13 15 31 7 197 3
Cray Catbird fiL

Northern Mockingbird 1 2 1

Brown Thrasher al

European Starling 1515 3645 1150 1600 247 2015 2820 1582 873 3533 1106 732 755 1680 2857 2311 1808 716 1023 1925 1537 403 2871 379 7178 1743 1640 1273 1557
Amerlcan Pipit 1

Cedar Waxwing 49 182 13 191, 2 77 | 25T 1 97 19 98 229 127 53 35 346 57 57 80 39 42 45
Yellow-rumped Warbler 4 7 7 3 4 10 5 17 21 14 4 19 5 2 6
Palm Warbler 1 2

Eastern Towhee | 1 b ~

Amietican Tree Sparrow 190 220 236 91 6 233 524 157 238 2253 iS1 139 67 189 113 207 49 S35 89 229 462 135 1862 94 166 263 232 202 178
Chipping Sparrow 9

Field Sparrow 1 1 1 1 5

Savannah Sparrow 1 19 1 9 1

| Henslow's Sparrow 1

Le Conte’s Sparrow ¢}

Ammodramus sp. 1

Fox Sparrow 4 2 1 1 12 1 2 9 1

Song Sparrow 3 52 24 16 ' 11 109 12 9 82 3 11 8 23 15 17 53 23 5 18 24 1 47 22 15 15 8 3
Lincoln's Sparrow 3 1

Swamp Sparrow 14 2 2 10 7 26 3 50 10 5 18 3 5 5 7 7 6 B 2

&

(%)



v6

SAR[MOPRIA]

Table 2: Count data for Northern lllinois (north of 1-80), continued

Species Name ANDA BARR CALLI CHIU CHLK CLIA DAJA DEKA EVNS FERM FREE HENN ILLI JOLI _KANK _KISH LISt MCHE MOWI MU A PCIA RCSP _ROCK SCHA SRSP TCPF VANP_WAUK WTPN
White-throated Sparrow 6 41 4 18 5 7 14 6 20 91 22 3 3 29 13 47 7 5 11 5 4 22 S 3 4 1
Harris" Sparrow 1
‘White—crowned Sparrow 5 41 6 1 2 1 4 25 1 6 1 31 2 4 6 12 3 1 1 2 3 7 3
Dark-eyed Junco 309 478 172 314 7 315 846 463 432 1454 809 282 236 276 243 1252 970 438 107 394 429 237 2074 297 242 447 318 163 481
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco 1 it
Lapland Longspur 2 2 171 691 290 24 16 107 4 444 122 2 40
Snow Bunting 2 2 6 87 2 34 42 20 7 3 7 2 3 3
Northern Cardinal 192 180 77 167 28 174 368 206 211 759 122 95 56 100 158 374 384 218 32 231 191 129 513 79 109 242 146 66 135
Indigo Bunting 1
Red-winged Blackbird 31 196 133 2011 12359 4 2 279 3 317 3 10 8 25 6 31 16066 13 23 1 4
Eastern Meadowlark 1
meadowlark sp. 3
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1
Rusty Blackbird 1 1 h 3 30 1 22 I
Brewer's Blackbird 1 i
Common Crackle 1 5 it 1 1 38 1 6218 2 1 1 11311 4 I w
Brown-headed Cowbird 501 9 11 8 500 27 10 2 8 4 39 32 22 22 12 3 20 1 18 42 11594 10 117 26
blackbird sp. 20 4000
Purple Finch 38 12 3 11 Aoy 2 4 S 14 1 3 12 16 10 1 13 24 19 1
House Finch 6 152 204 151 18 17 94 140 141 599 34 15 86 91 100 283 148 87 8 41 55 64 430 52 66 77 32 41 107
Red Crossbill 2 8 1
White-winged Crossbill 3 L
Common Redpoll 11 2 1 3] 1 1 S
Pine Siskin 4 53 3 8 8 517 52 164 37 9 w 91 162 11 8 10 3 224 1 3 1 18 60
Amerfcan Goldfinch 65 235 182 229 4 27 188 113 347 497 22 47 60 89 100 269 427 183 35 110 112 58 596 173 56 173 74 81 73
Evening Grosbeak 1 15
House Sparrow 709 572 1036 1400 10 462 1288 418 731 753 907 290 153 132 847 967 603 414 140 630 1300 151 1897 207 416 565 322 138 278
Eucasian Tree Sparrow 86 34 256 267 12
Total 74 70 78 77! 50 82 91 51 76 93 39 70 60 70 66 70 83 61 53 69 73 54 75 38 59 61 71 sy 64
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Table 3: Count data for Central lllinois (between I-70 and 1-80)

Species Name BLOM BUSH CHAM CHAU CHIL CLLK COCU CRLK DECA EKNX EMER FGPR MERE PEOR QUIN RUSH SPFD WMER
Greater White-fronted Goose 2 867 563 94 384 207 140 86 6457 1 1210

Snow Goose 8 1 527 3544 2670 1 4615
Ross's Goose 10 1
Cackling Goose 125 2 88 2 2 3 5

Canada Goose 2102 782 896 3173 2419 946 410 1572 702 284 1965 258 S57 1234 1547 51 1367 1533
Mute Swan 4 1 87 3 13
Trumpeter Swan 14 6 7 4 w 39 14

Tundra Swan 2 8 6

Wood Duck 2 4 1 1 S 11 1
Gadwall 1 257 b5 7 5 458 12 60 56 4 154
Amerlcan Wigeon 2 22 12 3 2 3 4 1
Amerfcan Black Duck 5 26 18 11 2 21 2 w 4 2 2 4
Mallard 311 82 314 2732 7311 | 4923 125 2959 ] Si2 305 26 8 2470 306 290 14 728 3513
Blue-winged Teal 53 L 1
Northern Shoveler 36 14 12 1 126 13 w 13 44 30 42 1
Northern Pintail 2 32 13 3 2 137 5 1 1
Creen-winged Teal 313 92 1 200 1 18 1 15 L
Canvasback 8 51 1 2 28
Redhead 10 7 2

Ring-necked Duck 1 21 10 1 30 436 1 w 11 7 4

Lesser Scaup 5 2 180 27 31 8 5 33 9 25

Surf Scoter 1

Bufflehead 6 17 8 3 17 30 2 w 12 13 38
Common Goldeneye 2 17 71 44 11 5 353 2 3 88 1 122 1
Hooded Merganser 2 32 121 w 37 2 1 13 7 2 72
Common Mereanser 1 - 5 14 5 19 w 1 21 11
Red-breasted Merganser 3 w 5 1

Ruddy Duck 3 651 4 w 124 3 6 880 165

duck sp. 1

Ring-necked Pheasant 5 60 2 6 5 10 2 2 4 2
Wild Turkey 38 17 2 29 25 15 8 41 13 73 76 7 32 43
Northern Bobwhite 21 1 10 1

Red-throated Loon w

Pacific Loon 1

Common Loon 4 1 1
Pied-billed Crebe 16 46 16 2 8 1 3 1 1 1 19

Horned Grebe 1 6 4 5

Eared Grebe w
American White Pelican 1 1
Double-crested Cormorant 27 7 1 1 2
Great Blue Heron 3 1 4 41 15 13 8 10 16 3 2 46 8 12 32 16
Turkey Vulture 37 3 1 2 5

Bald Eagle 2 1 52 63 7 3 71 5 7 k 3 102 38 51 S 21 130
Northern Harrier 4 3 1 6 5 1 1 13 2 3 7 4 1 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 1 4 4 i 1 2 1 2 2 3 2 1
Cooper's Hawk 6 4 8 5 8 6 4 5 2 2 5 2 2 3 11
Red-shouldered Hawk 2 6 1 2 1
Red-tailed Hawk 43 16 29 45 58 2] 32 30 17 31 65 31 27 52 44 5 45 37
Rough-legged Hawk 3 I 3 2 1 2 2 i 3 1 5 1
Golden Eagle 1 1
American Kestrel 22 20 11 23 17 12 14 19 16 10 22 17 32 15 35 3 26 25
Merlin 1 1 i 1

fecegrine Falcon 1 1 1 2

Pralrla Falcon il

Amerlican Coot 1 542 7 3 38 160 18 1 142
Killdeer 2 il 1 1 25 5 1 5 4 1
Spotted Sandpiper 1

Lesser Yellowlegs b

Dunlin 1

(Wllson's Snipe 1 1 2 2

Bonaparte's Gull 81 22 6 29 1 80
Ring-billed Gull 67 297 1279 3169 64 131 2688 w 1 311 3423 536 1784 153
Herring Gull 1 3 104 14 1 201 1 52 13 2 10 10
Thayer's Gull 1

Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 [
Glaucous Gull 1

Rock Pigeon 676 24 465 9 158 9 56 17 377 34 84 272 83 1266 270 4 1011 84
Eurasian Collared-Dove 10 10 30 43 10 2 2 72 3 6 2
Mourning Dove 359 207 194 76 91 178 75 36 78 24 66 145 197 238 234 5 417 34
Eastern Screech-Owl 1 10 2 4 4 1 1 1 7 3 4 Al 7 1
Creat Horned Owl 2 w 6 5 4 3 3 i 1 w 13 1 8 1 8 5
Snowy Owl 1

Barred Owl 7 2 2 9 2 16 3 2 5 w 19 4 3 4 4 3 9
Long-eared Owl 1 1
Short-eared Owl 1 1 1 ow 2 1

Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Al
Relted Kingfisher 7 1 3 4 3 5 4 2 8 1 3 6 2 6 5 2
Red-headed Woodpecker 14 10 3 14 11 14 4 17 14 19 1 1 L] 2 3 6
Red-bellied Woodpecker 38 24 56 109 125 42 52 52 30 40 85 67 62 118 Gl G 80 40
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 5 1 1 b 3 3 1 1 2

Downy Woodpecker 86 18 60 92 121 29 58 33 38 i3 91 a2 110 111 73 10 70 32
Hairy Woodpecker 8 4 13 9 20 9 6 9 2 11 21 7 17 9 26 4 12 12
Northern Filcker 9 4 9 16 10 14 5 21 5 2 11 5 24 7 16 2 13 5
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Table 3: Count data for Central lllinois (between 1-70 and 1-80) continued

This Sandhill Crane pair

nested at Heron County Park,

Vermilion County in the

summer of 2011 and then

96

remained threughout the
Christmas Bird Count
season of 2011/2012.

1 January 2012.

Photo by Bob Schifo.
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Species Name BLOM BUSH CHAM CHAU CHIL CLLK COCU CRLK DECA EKNX EMER FGPR MERE PEOR QUIN RUSH SPFD WMER

Pileated Woodpecker 2 5 9 10 8 10 a4 2 19 19 8 6 3 12 6

Eastern Phoebe w

Loggerhead Shrike 1

Northern Shrike 1 2 1 2

Blue Jay 193 97 66 359 221 68 93 87 62 49 240 167 200 122 124 23 161 49

American Crow 1982 91 1300 545 309 122 540 41 184 236 256 70098 117 1093 101 9 6250 119

tlorned Lark 11 15 25 28 9 17 14 19 25 31 81 24 3 13 6 2

Carolina Chickadee 43 94 106

Black-capped Chickadee 156 36 4 143 339 80 55 66 73 242 147 370 108 13 124 128

chickadee sp, 9

Tufted Titmouse 40 11 20 85 118 26 79 56 45 39 22 137 62 127 87 11 87 32

Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 2 1 ik 1 3 2 1 1

White-breasted Nuthatch 82 24 41 131 144 50 134 27 47 27 123 96 46 142 84 10 86 32

Brown Creeper 5 1 1 14 9 i 1 7 1 4 15 3 2 2! 7 7

Carolina Wren 6 1 14 4 9 9 12 13 9 2 6 22 10 6 il 31 i

Winter Wren L 1 1 1

Golden-crowned Kinglet 5 26 8 10 2 6 4 3 5 uf

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 7 1 1 1

Eastern Bluebird 29 11 18 3 34 12 58 4 5 28 24 12 2 8 1 2 2

tHermit Thrush 4 1 1 w 4 1 5 1

American Robin 31 54 31 28 40 3 115 w 8 82 18 43 35

Northern Mockingbird 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 2

Brown Thrasher 1 1

European Starling 1763 361 1145 23283 9390 205 368 316 450 6911 1820 1332 746 1814 1554 21 4284 506

American Pipit 1

Cedar Waxwing 73 16 68 5 9 4 14 w 4 179 S 75 4 30

Orange-crowned Warbler 2 1

Cape May Warbler 1

Yellow-rumped Warbler 12 10 g 9 1 3 1 5

Pine Warbler 1

Eastern Towhee 1 1 4

American Tree Sparrow 293 134 136 247 193 167 S8 317 52 56 456 148 292 98 101 10 248 92

Field Sparrow 6 1 4 20 1 7 g 2 7

Savannah Sparrow 3 L 9 12 11 7 14

e Conte's Sparrow 7 2 2

Fox Sparrow 2 1 1 i 3 3 1 ik

Song Sparrow 14 16 27 29 32 23 22 78 8 7 34 11 131 29 17 2 87 23

Lincoln's Sparrow 2

Swamp Sparrow 8 1 12 6 4 14 1 31 3 6 46 8 1 11 4

White-throated Sparrow 23 7 43 21 313 21 28 6 9 4 15 8 102 40 22 14

White-crowned Sparrow 1 4 90 2 27 13 5 8 17 3 17 14 6

Dark-eyed Junco 208 144 168 507 510 108 169 324 99 171 807 298 257 474 347 31 382 280

Lapland Longspur 1 cw 2 1 5

Snow Bunting 2

Northern Cardinal 162 75 189 270 220 93 159 161 94 50 277 241 369 181 271 20 285 194

Red-winged Blackbird 4 27 1256 1 8 75 76 1070 608 1 111 262 266 31

Eastern Meadowlark 2 1 26 22 15 6

Rusty Blackbird 13 w 25

Common Grackle w 2 1 6 12 i 1 314 10 40 60 4 143

| Brown-Headed Cowbird 7 21 87 12 2 11 1 956 540 3 1045 137

blackbird sp. 11 550

Purple Finch 9 14 21 4 2 2 3 11 5 4 17 6 28

House Finch 87 5 183 28 97 3 15 i 10 5 115 18 12 31 59 1 50 5

Red Crossbill 4 il

Common Redpoll [

Pine Siskin 2 11 48 2 1 4 15

American Goldfinch 41 53 190 163 150 51 54 65 83 65 98 51 94 57 169 67 122 47

House Sparrow 370 178 427 216 450 256 285 216 411 94 849 677 437 653 850 32 650 301

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 73 225 4 195 3 311 140 34 73 8 13 590
Total 72 44 68 87 80 84 76 84 70 60 61 5SS 92 68 78 33 93 67

Meadowlark




Table 4: Count data for Southern lllinois (south of I-70)

Specing Nime BALK Ry CALK  COLL  €CROR  €YCR  ELSA  HSLK  JACK  MRELK  MAIWR  MONR  NEWT  PEMR  RDG¥  SHEL  UNION  WRBV
|GreaterWhila-dionloy Goase 592 24 14 3 840 15216 10000 100 32 61 38 53 133 1541 8 GOOD S¢
Snow Goose 29275 15 112620 75 50945 50000 1703 555 1192 265 300 4257 19545 35000 222
Bavw Goose (while (orm) 6 2838
SacwGoose(blue form) 1419
Ross's Goose 4 1 24 ! q 2 18 4 31
GackigGoosa 2 4 2 6 12 65
Canada Goose 985 829 155 383 412 107 500 545 137 115 119 303 1887 165 821 600 G2
Mule Swan i 3 3 3
Trumpeter Swan 10 9 3 63
Tundra Swan 12 6
swansp. 2
‘Wond Dk 2 4 10 10 1 3 2 3 60
Gagwsll 86 3 330 988 1639 1586 24 6 5 18 23 398 77 5 375
32 2 17 181 76 30 15 cw 33
Duck S 1 9 10 8 22 44 10 B 2 16
Mesfinrd 429 128 258 2236 19483 3000 67 191 195 2446 349 8231 819 210 3000 5
Shovataee 21 50 61 54 1471 324 9 1 37 118 12 18 100
Nodfhern Pantall 19 1 2 2149 81 7 224 24 1 60
Creznwoged Tonl 12 2 170 64 12 4 99 85 83
(¢ 2 a 33 1 14 1 1 37 11 1 400
w 2 8 31 w 8
Ring-necked Duck 41 16 2 12 1055 1021 2000 11 13 2500 21 1200
GrealerScaup 1 4 2
LesserScaup 17 17 26 32 19 76 3 17 o 13 11 9 41 16
Bufftehead 8 gl 29 1 113 1 36 18 9 14 1
Conmon Geldeneye 6 1 352 s 15 4 8 103 87 92
Haaded Merganser 69 37 18 111 50 31 17 1 16 15 21 73 2 23 2
Comwon Meigunser w 8 15 1 q 8 3
HedHweaster Merganser 4 5 4 1 22 2
RuddyDuck 128 75 37 46 707 26 20 & 2 675 38 11 400
duck ep 476
Ring-neckad Phaasant 16 1 2 22
Groator Pratleis-Chicken 11
Wl Tty 28 27 122 4 52 9 3 32 10 19 54 20 112 10 41 14
Norlhern Bobwhile 3 4 8 11 18 6 10 1
Red-throated Loon w
Comimon Loon 1 1 4 6 §
Pied-billed Grebe 21 21 20 2 49 10 10 32 14 2 8 4 71 2 14 1
Hemed Grebe 8 5] 6 2 3 4 11
Weastarn Grebe w
Amotlwan White Pallcan 1 1 12
Oonbly- cresled ormaeant 7 w 56 5 7 1 1 373 1
Qraal B Hwon 32 6 193 B 28 17, 37 S 19 33 33 14 45 85 20 59 3
Greall i
Black Vilwwe 2 164 71 151 124 1 30 88
Turksy Vallure 2 16 3 4 285 324 19 152 13 29 3 8 64 108
Bald Eagle 9 3 34 & 7 5 37 11 4 25 93 12 105 19 30 64 3
Northern Harrier 9 5 15 i 1 49 12 4 5 4 16 13 10 9 6 31 9
Sharp-shinned Hawk w 2 2 3 6 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 5 1
Cooper's Hawk 4 S, 2 1 ; 1 4 1 3 1 3 13 1 ik 2 3 5
Accipiter sp. 3
Red ed Hawk S i 3 2 24 30 49 11 18 4 5 2 3 ) 1 47 20
| Rar:lallod Hawk 53 34 42 31 49 59 52 17 31 27 48 33 58 39 15 82 25
Harlan's Hawk 2
Klider'sHawk 1
| Reugh.ivuged Hawk 1 2 W 1
Amencan Kaglrel 28 Do) il 22 9 66 35| 25 34 38 32 24 15 22 10 31 22
Mheerliny 1
Pecggring Falcon 1 1
'Veginia Rall 3
[Sore 1
a0l 63 150 228 230 351 88 1300 800 41 47 54 193 19 42
Kilideer 6 73 58 2 9 13 302 47 39 3 2 25 10 28 264 39
Wison's Snipe 47 3 1 2
/American Woodcock 3
YeGull 15 7725 1003 1 154 22
Ring-\ulleo Gult 2896 E] 19907 1869 2802 S 1 212 105 3 482 73 347 4657 5216 200
Hai 131 25 8 1 1 3 41 44
hayers Gull 2
L e33es Black-backed Gull 1 1 3
Gull 1
guliep, 3
Rotk Plgean 119 30 49 302 98 67 45 76 197 il 43 9 10 44 36 12 3
Ewagian Collared-Dove 1 18 17 3 14 7 5 3 2 7 34
Oowve 215 238 276 169 217 368 1 534 95 158 387 192 135 45 102 168 307 S9
Barn Owl 1 1
Easlern Screech-Owl 4 1 4 3 L 9 B 2 1 2 2 4
Great Homed Owl 4 1 1 2 12 12 2 1 1 4 1 7 4 10 1
Barred Owl 2 3 1 10 11 14 5 3 2 2 1 2 8 4 1 4
Long-eared Owl 2 2
Bnar.eomd Ov| 3 12 8 1 1 ¢ 2
Nutthein Saw-whet Ovd 1
Bolled King(isher 3 1 2 4 4 5 L 1 6 4 3 3 6 5 4 9 1
Rad-hoaded Woodpecker 3 9 1 2 196 137 7 69 4 13 3 4 3 3 148 2
Red.biallisd Woodpecker 42 46 43 18 54 177 13 243 62 98 34 24 47 83 87 56 167 31
Yollow baliie) Sapsucker 7 4 3 1 12 14 26 S 12 1 1 1 3 24 8}
Demmy Woodpecker 51 38 28 26 34 94 5 133 32 68 39 34 48 34 59 39 120 17
Malry Woodpecker 10 6 6 3 12 28 1 39 17 22 7 12 12 7 15 11 47 S
Flickes 17 25 14 7 38 149 179 42 32 17 4 28 14 42 12 113 28
Pilealed Woedpecker 19 2 1 1 12 39 S5 10 19 6 ik 8 18 9 68 18
Easlern Phoebe 2 3 11 1 6 1 8 1
L Shrike i L ow ; 1 4 1 1
\Wisie-eyed Vireo w
Blue Jay 70 73 86 22 217 569 17 464 103 132 134 87 69 104 113 185 387 123
American Crow 53 54 87 276 130 1069 13 2730 234 143 69 160 113 126 368 592 405 108
Fish Crow il 6
Homed Lark 41 230 1 \ 69 367 2 45 83 28 90 27 15 389 S6 3
Bam Swallawy 1
Carullin Cuckadea 102 64 86 60 68 196 248 119 114 42 75 114 133 274 31
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Table 4: Count data for Southern lllinois (south of I-70) continued

Spacies Name BALK 81RO CALK COLL CROR CYCR ELSA HSLK JACK MRLK  MMWR __ MONR _ NEWT PEMR ROLK SHEL __ UNION WRBV
Black-capped Chickadee 23 31 127 98
Tulled Tilmouse 49 74 89 29 66 208 25 270 101 125 72 58 139 93 69 241 59
Red-breasted Nulhatch 1 i 1 2 1 1 5 3
While-breasted Nulhalch 42 42 37 9 24 48 11 90 32 42 17 18 52 59 30 57 129 16
Brown Creeper 4 1 6 2 16 14 71 20 31 2 3 12 2 8 44 2
Carolina Wren 27 28 31 19 70 84 2 221 Sil 82 29 11 44 16 88 6 227 10
House Wren 1 1 il 1
Winter Wren 1 1 13 25 49 3 44 1 1 & 28
Sedge Wren ¥
Marsh Wren 1 il i, 3
Golden-crowned Kinglel 3 5 34 4 53 140 128 51 66 19 3 12 41 1 79 16
Ruby-crowned Kinglel 4 1 4 9 40 6 12 4 1 3 4 20 5
Easlern Bluebird 44 67 5 13 133 138 383 234 182 40 46 38 63 152 16 227 74
Mounlain Bluebiid 1
Hermil Thrush 3 w 8 7 33 4 6 4 8 3 14 14 1
American Robin 86 13 119 55 18 15 7 26 154 50 5 20 75 122 97 20 15 31
Gray Catbird 2 2
Norlhern Mockingbird 5 8 1 9 20 24 2 25 19 28 3 " 3 1 9 10 7
Biown Theasher 2 4 1 3 2 4 19 3 7 2 &) ] 1
European Stariing 1673 31309 2017 2359 1880 5321 4 5300 2931 6144 1056 azn 18939 1036 4476 1531 1200 1041
/American Pipil 2 96 1 2 1 13 8
Cedar Waxwing 94 ) 36 21 52 3 130 23 18 5 36 18 112 2 28
Yellow-rumped Warbler 23 10 10 96 85 182 21 15 30 5 1 46 13
Pine Warbter 2 3 3 2
Common Yellowlhroal 1 1
Easlern Towhee 3 4 2 1 23 48 21 ¥ 69 5 4 5 28 [:}
American Tree Spariow 51 91 25 16 3 32 50 n 6 9 25 279 120 19 208 183
Chipping Spartow 2 5 a 1 17
Fie!d Spaiiow 14 40 16 10 53 126 23 93 4 35 13 1 7 124 6
Vesper Sparrow 2
‘Savannah Sparrow 2 2 6 1 6 18 410 4 15 68 1 14 42 10 1 73 3
Le Conle's Sparrow 3 3 1 1 2 1 4 q B 5 9
Fox Sparfow 2 6 d 7 38 5 5 3 3 4 4 10 34 1
Song Sparrow 20 57 43 25 64 320 184 85 170 37 29 84 m 85 29 328 12
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 9 2
Swamp Sparrow 17 1" 2 9 349 116 23 95 6 17 41 23 46 8 447
\While-lhroaled Sparrow a3 23 39 37 94 250 17 729 205 346 73 52 102 136 109 43 576 30
\While-crowned Spariow 1" 9 19 14 53 101 9 82 90 30 86 14 49 18 5 21 15
Dark-eyed Junco 143 171 306 57 176 27 23 504 712 348 158 98 347 396 327 320 762 211
Lapland Longspur 0 397 620 270 6 73 77 12
Snow Bunling 9
Norlhern Cardinal 163 206 216 130 201 346 23 845 213 379 209 233 209 180 158 224 661 148
Indigo Bunling 1 1
Dickcisse! 2
Red-winged Blackbird 195 60 40 3628 2096 1265 4000 2889 51160 150 2197 845 3265 211537 5 279 5102
Easlern Meadowlark 27 43 25 60 104 36 110 24 68 154 64 1 124 67
Wl Maadowtars 20
meadowlark sp.
Rusly Blackbird 9 12 4 27 23 950 43 719 14 2 273 66
Brewer's Blackbird 1 1 1 5
Common Grackle 16 5 4 57 9981 2742 60000 1706 58522 40 783 1034 138 150827 500 20
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 86 53 37 168 124 450 557 125 3 5 519 2 5 T 22 20
blackbird sp 472 313123 52000 2000 6000 300 1000000
Purple Finch 1" 5 £l 2 1 1 2 22 1 1 4 5 9
House Finch 0 7 52 23 10 8 2 19 9 18 4 2 1 5 58 29 4
Red Crossbill &
Common Redpoll 1
Pine Siskin il
American Goldfinch 166 75 86 n 65 112 -] 136 133 m 46 206 323 96 121 417 426 66
House Sparrow 79 293 348 92 77 127 L] 200 102 553 202 80 429 574 80 799 347 2
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 2 84 150
— — —
Total 20 78 106 (1] [ o8 20 ™ v [Y] 6 87 89 94 10 ) 107 3]
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Spotted Sandpiper.
Clinton Lake
Christmas Bird Count,
Clinton Lake,
DeWitt County.

18 December 2011.
Photo by Rob Kanter.
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Overall, the weather in Illinois during the 2011-2012 winter
season was noticeably milder (i.e. longer periods of warmer
temperatures and lesser amounts of precipitation), as compared
to the previous three winters. Throughout the entire winter
temperatures fluctuated widely, but the majority of the season
experienced normal to considerably above normal periods. By
comparison, only brief episodes of slightly to well below normal
temperatures occurred. Statewide temperatures never dipped
below 0, and a wind chill of 0 to -5 degrees in mid-January was
the coldest of the season. Reduced amounts of precipitation fell
across Illinois during fairly frequent minor and major winter
storm events this season. In total, 14 noteworthy winter storms
traveled across all or a portion of the state during 2011-2012.
These storms produced rain, freezing rain, and/or snow depending
on the current temperatures.

Throughout December, temperatures across the state ranged
from moderately below to considerably above normal, with
the majority of the month being warmer than usual. A number
of major and minor storms moved through the state during
Deceimber. Temperatures in January ranged from well below to
considerably above normal. However, most of the month was
warmer than what typically occurs, with the exception of mid-
January which produced the coldest temperatures of the season.
January was also a fairly active month in terms of storm events.
Another strong wind storm (20-30 mph), moved through Illinois
on 1 January but produced very little precipitation. On 12 and 13
January, a powerful winter storm dropped 4-8 inches of snow in
the northern portion of the state, 2-4 inches in the central region,
and even 1-2 inches of snow through the south. This storm was
accompanied by strong winds (20-30 mph), which produced the
coldest wind chills of the season (0 to -5 degrees). Temperatures
in February ranged from moderately below to considerably above
normal. However, as with the two previous months, February was
overall much warmer than usual. A strong winter storm dropped
4-8 inches of snow in the northern 1/3, light to moderate rain
and freezing rain in the central 1/3, and light rain in the southern
1/3 of the state on 23 February. The winter season ended on 28
February with a very strong storm which produced moderate to
heavy rainfall across the entire state, including several strong
thunderstorms and tornados throughout the south.

During the winter of 2011-2012, a substantially diverse avian
community (193 species) was observed within Illinois. This
community included most of the “expected” wintering birds,
along with anoteworthy variety of lingering migrants and “semi-
hardy” species. Additionally, many birds which are typically
present only in the southern region of the state were also recorded
this winter. Furthermore, a considerable number of uncommon
and accidental species were also documented throughout the
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Id Notes:

The 2011-2012

Winter Season
by Kelly J. McKay and Steven D. Bailey

Barrew s Goldeneye drawing by Barbara Williams
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state. By the end of the winter season, early spring migration had
noticeably commenced within Illinois.

Once again, the avian community observed this winter was
substantially diverse with 193 species identified throughout the
state. This community was even higher than the high diversity
reported during the previous three winters (182, 185, and 189,
respectively). Consequently, Illinois again played host to a
notable wintering avian community. Overall, the majority of
species composing the wintering avifaunal community were
observed in greater abundance during the 2011-2012 winter
season, as compared to last winter. During the 2011-2012 winter
season, many species groups were reported in greater abundance.
These groups included: waterfowl (both puddle and diving
ducks), “waterbirds,” permanentresidents, “semi-hardy species,”
woodpeckers, shrikes, mimic thrushes, sparrows, blackbirds,
and finches.

The avian community this winter included many exceptional
vagrant and lingering/wintering species. These included Brant,
Barrow’s Goldeneye, Western Grebe, Prairie [Falcon, Little Gull,
Mew Gull, Rufous Hummingbird, and Mountain Bluebird),
which required review by the Illinois Ornithological Records
Committee (IORC) before they could be accepted. Several
additional species were noted requiring [ORC review within the
state due torarity or season of occurrence. Among these, some of
the more interesting species included: Harlequin Duck, Pacific
Loon, Spotted Sandpiper, Purple Sandpiper, Greater & Lesser
Yellowlegs, Least Sandpiper, Dunlin, California Gull, Barn
Owl, Fish Crow, White-eyed Vireo, Tree Swallow, No. Rough-
winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Gray Catbird, Orange-crowned
Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler,
Spotted Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lincoln’s
Sparrow, Harris’s Sparrow, Indigo Bunting, Scarlet Tanager,
Dickcissel, and Baltimore Oriole. The Whooping Crane was the
only exotic/released species observed within Illinois this winter.

Waterfowl to Vultures

Overall, 35 species of waterfowl were reported in 1llinois
during the 2011-2012 winter season. The majority of waterfowl
species, including both “puddle” and “diving ducks,” were more
plentiful this winter. Goose populations appeared to be more
abundant this season at traditional central and southern wintering
locations. Additionally, Snow Goose populations were elevated
throughout central and southern portions of the state. While Mute
Swans were somewhat less numerous this winter, Trumpeter
and Tundra Swans were much more abundant. The northward
migration began in earnest with geese in mid-February. Overall,
both “puddle” and “diving ducks” were reported in greater
numbers this year. Although various species were more abundant
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this winter at traditional central and southern concentration
sites, numbers were still considerably reduced as compared to
populations in the fairly recent past.

Once again, four species of upland gamebirds were recorded
in Illinois during the 2011-2012 winter season. Northern
Bobwhite and Ring-necked Pheasant numbers continued to
decline statewide. The Gray Partridge, once again, failed to
be encountered this winter, suggesting that this bird has been
extirpated from Illinois.

During this winter, observers identificd three loon, four
grebe, three heron, and both vulture species within the state.
The majority of these “waterbird” species occurred in greater
abundance, with the exception of the American White Pelican
and Black Vulture which were less numerous, and the Great
Blue Heron which was reported in numbers similar to last winter.

Diurnal Raptors to Gulls

During the 2011-2012 winter season, 13 species of diurnal
raptors were recorded throughout the state. Most raptor species
were reported in numbers very similar to last winter, though it
is worth noting, that the wintering Bald Eagle population within
[llinois has been considerably lower over the past several years.
There were no exceptional concentrations of raptors encountered
this winter.

Once again, two species of rail were calling in a small marsh
in southern Illinois and this family should be looked for in all
parts of Illinois in the winter, including far northern Illinois.
American Coots and Sandhill Cranes were considerably more
abundant and widespread this year statewide. Southbound cranes
were noted in large numbers in several Chicagoland and even
downstate areas in mid-December but straggling flocks continued
into early January. However, large flocks of returning “spring”
migrants poured through the Chicagoland area in mid February,
with good numbers of cranes present in Illinois throughout the
entire winter season!

This winter Illinois hosted eight shorebird species. O f these,
Killdeer were substantially more numerous and widespread,
while the Wilson’s Snipe decreased in overall abundance and
distribution. Once again, the Lake Michigan shoreline hosted a
Purple Sandpiper. The American Woodcock was almost entirely
restricted to returning early spring migrants in February, in
numbers similar to the previous winter. Like a number of other
species responding to the warming effects of global climate
change in our area, birds of this family are lingering longer
(especially in southern Illinois) and returning earlier, all within
what is considered the “winter” season. Overall, 13 species
of gulls were reported this season statewide. Noteworthy
concentrations and a diversity of wintering gulls were found at
Carlyle Lake.

Pigeons to Kinglets

Monk Parakeets continue to exhibit a declining population
trend in Illinois, with few reports from the Chicagoland area.

Eight owl species were recorded in Iilinois this winter (all
in one day by one group of birders! See article this issue). The
entire Midwest region experienced a major invasion, including
record nuimbers here in Illinois of Snowy Owls (See Dave
Johnson’s article in this issue). Among the rest of the wintering
owl community, Great Horned, Long-eared, and Northern Saw-
whet Owls were more abundant, while Short-eared Owls were
less plentiful. Two Rufous Hummingbirds were once again well-
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documented this wiater, with the help of noted hummingbird
bander Vern Kleen.

Of the usual seven woodpecker species found in Illinois,
the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, was present in similar numbers
to the previous winter, while all of the other woodpeckers
were reported in greater abundance this year. As has become a
regular occurrence in winter, a number of Eastern Phoebes were
scattered throughout southern Illinois. There were good numbers
of both shrike species this winter, though all but one Loggerhead
were located mostly in southeastern Iliinois.

Nearly all of the small, common, winter and year-around
resident species (i.e. chickadees, Tufted Titmice, nuthatches,
Brown Creepers, kinglets and wrens) were more abundant
statewide in 2011-2012. Only the Red-breasted Nuthatch was
less plentiful as it was a “non-invasion” winter for that species.
Nevertheless, there were no exceptional concentrations of any of
the abovespecies observed. However, once again there were five
species of wren detected in Illinois this winter, including House
Wrens detected at four locations.

Thrushes to Buntings

Four species of thrushes and three species of mimids were
identified throughout the state. The American Robin was
considerably less numerous statewide. Remarkably, one female
Mountain Bluebird spent most of the winter and was observed
by many birders. There were no exceptional concentrations
of American Pipits or Cedar Waxwings this winter, although
American Pipits have become a regular component of at least
the early winter birding community in [llinois just within the last
decade or so.

An amazing seven species of warblers were reported in
Illinois this winter including nine Orange-crowneds at seven
locations (!), with Yellow-rumped Warblers more abundant
and widely distributed. Three of the remaining species were
all noteworthy in terms of their winter occurrence in Illinois,
as Common Yellowthroat and Pine Warbler are regular winter
residents in small numbers, at least in far southern Illinois. See
the article this issue on the very cooperative Black-throated
Blue Warbler which spent many days in early winter in Chicago
feeding at Yellow-bellied Sapsucker sap wells.

A Scarlet Tanager was well documented with photos, and
was noted coming to a feeder for black oil sunflower seeds, for
Illinois’s first winter record of this species. Illinois produced 16
species of sparrows during the 2011-2012 winter season. While
fewer numbers of American Tree, Chipping, and Savannah
Sparrows were reported, all other sparrows were present in
greater numbers. Although the number of Chipping Sparrows
decreased this year, the species appears to be establishing itself
as a regular wintering bird within the state. LeConte’s Sparrows
are also now a regular wintering species, at least locally, in many
southern Illinois and some central Illinois fields, especially in
fields with a large amount of foxtail (Setaria sp.) grasses. Lapland
Longspur and Northern Cardinal numbers increased this season,
while Snow Buntings and Dark-eyed Juncos declined.

Blackbirds to Weaver Finches

Of the eight species of blackbirds observed in Illinois
in winter 2011-2012, the majority of the species were more
abundant this winter The exception was the Eastern Meadowlark
and Brewer’s Blackbird which were less numerous. Once again,
icterid numbers at traditional southern wintering locations
were reported in lower abundance although several notable
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concentrations were still encountered there. Two Baltimore
Orioles were well-documented with photos.

A total of eight finch species were observed in Illinois
this winter. The winter 2011-2012 season produced a pretty
significant invasion of both crossbills, Pine Siskin and Common
Redpolls mainly in northern Illinois but at least small numbers
of all four species were lound south into central Illinois as well.
A single Evening Grosbeak was also located. Eurasian Tree
Sparrows were found in good numbers this winter, including
one bird which spent much of February in a Cook County yard
for many to view.

The Changing lllinois
winter bird community

The shorter and warmer Illinois winters brought about by
globalclimate changeare quickly bringing about marked changes
to the Illinois winter bird community and its dynamics. It has
already beenshownthatmigrants travellingovershortor medium
distances arrive earlier and stay longer in their breeding areas.
And for the most part, these are the species for which the most
noticeable changes in the Illinois wintering bird community are
occurring. FFor instance, as recently as the winters of 1989-1991,
Canada Goose numbers in the heavily hunted southern Illinois
quota zone were counted by aerial censuses and their numbers
ranged between 565,000 and 871,000, with 3 or 4 southern
Illinois “goose” refuges annually attracting 150-250, 000 or
more Canada Geese at each refuge every winter. During those
years and earlier, a flock of 10-25 Snow Geese was something
to get excited about anywhere in Illinois, and even a single
Greater White-fronted Goose or Ross’s Goose was unheard of,
even in the big southern Illinois gooseflocks,andalways needed
to be documented. Flash-forward to the past several years on
those same southern Illinois “goose” refuges. Highest tallies for
Canada Geese now come from central and northern Illinois, and
those counts only range between 1,500-5,000, with counts on
two of the three big southern Illinois goose refuges having only
tallied between 500-1,200 birds on two of the refuges the last
few years. Contrast that with Snow Goose and Greater White-
fronted Goose numbers, which now far outnumber the Canada
Goose flocks, with several areas harboring 50,000-100,000
Snow Geese (as far north as Springfield and Lake Chautauqua),
and as many as 5-10,000 Greater White-fronted Geese in several
areas. Counts of 10-25 Ross’s Geese are not uncommon for those
willing to sort through the huge Snow Goose flocks. Most of the
large Canada Goose numbers are now wintering northward at
Horicon National Wildlife Refuge and other areas in Wisconsin
and points farther north.

On the flip-side, the 2011-2012 winter season saw the largest
numbers of wintering Tundra and Trumpeter Swans likely yet
reported for an Illinois winter...a good sign for the Midwest’s
rebounding, re-introduced Trumpeter Swan population.
Migrating south(east) bound Tundra Swans in mid-December
and even into January, almost met the returning northbound
flocks of early to mid-I'ebruary, and like today’s Illinois Sandhill
Crane migrants, made it hard to tell if the birds were coming
or going... or maybe some were actually even wintering.
Three species of wintering swans have become the norm at
the Channahon Widewaters area in Will County. Speaking of
those cranes, good numbers of that species were detected in
each month of the winter season, with birds flying southbound
in December and January as well as northbound in January
and February. In fact, some Sandhill Cranes fitted with radio-
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transmitters for a study being conducted in northeastern [llinois
have shown that several of the birds were flying back and forth
between northeast Illinois and the main eastern staging area
for cranes in northwestern Indiana, 4 or 5 times in fall/winter
“migration”! Large numbers of cranes (including Whooping
Cranes!) are now wintering in northwest Indiana, instead of
continuing on to their more normal wintering areas in [lorida
and the Gulf Coast states.

Concerning raptors, Golden Eagles appear to be forming
a regular wintering area in central/southern Wisconsin and
northwestern Illinois, to the extent that the National Fish &
Wildlife Service is beginning to conduct a winter aerial survey
of their numbers. Historically most Illinois winter Golden Eagle
records usually came from the same refuges in far southern
[llinois that attracted the large numbers of geese on which they
feed. Although they are still often found there, in recent years
up to at least a half dozen or more of these eagles are getting
detected in other areas of Illinois, especially in northwest Illinois
during the winter. Winter records of Merlin have increased fairly
dramatically within the last 20-25 years or so as well. The winter
1991-1992 Merlin account in the Illinois birding journal ///inois
Birds & Birding read “first confirmed overwintering Merlins in
state history” (4 records, w/3 in northern IL). All winter records
prior to this were asked to be “thoroughly documented”. Bohlen
(1989) referred to both Golden Eagle and Merlin as “rare winter
residents”, with rare defined as occurring only “once or twice
a year, and some years not at all”. Most of the earlier Illinois
bird journals for the 1980’s and early 1990’s listed 2-5 Merlin
sightings per winter, occasionally fewer. The Meadowlark: A
Journal of Illinois Birds, lists between 10-18 Merlin sightings
most winters for about the last ten years. ..quite a jump in numbers
for such a short time period since they were formerly considered
rare. Interestingly, this same phenomena has been detected in
other surrounding Midwestern states, as well as the fact that a
large number of wintering Merlins in each state are detected at
cemeteries, both in Illinois and in other Midwestern states. This
is not due to the Merlin’s sudden preference for cemetery head
stones but likely due to the presence of the large, old conifers
found in many cemeteries, which they can roost in...trees which
they are known to use as roosting sites (Sodhi et al. 1993). Their
winter range has also generally been spreading northward the
past thirty years, and their breeding range southward (Sodhi et
al. 1993).

Other species which are showing changes in their wintering
status within I1linois (all either beginningto overwinter, lingerinto
winter longer, occur in winter more than formerly or increasing
in population or more northerly distribution during winter) in the
last few decades include Red-throated Loon, American White
Pelican, Turkey Vulture, various shorebirds (especially American
Woodcock), Forster’s Tern, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Eastern
Phoebe, Northern Shrike, Barn, Tree and No. Rough-winged
Swallows, Hermit Thrush, American Robin, American Pipit,
Yellow-rumped and Pine Warblers, Chipping, Savannah and
LeConte’s Sparrows, and all blackbird species. Bohlen (1989)
states for Red-throated Loon, “no recent winter records and
few old ones”, though small numbers of these birds have either
wintered or lingered into early/mid-December since at least the
2006/2007 winter season along the Lake Michigan shoreline, as
well as at a few large, downstate reservoirs. All of the above
species present their own interesting stories, but somewhere
within that story, the warming Illinois winter temperatures play
a role. These relatively recent trends can easily be noted, either
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by those that have been birding long and attentively enough
or by those willing to scour through Illinois’s ornithological
history in the various lllinois ornithological journals or state
and regional monographs concerned with Illinois’s birds. Other
interesting changes that are possibly on the horizon include:
are Illinois’s wintering numbers of Common Goldeneyes and
Common Mergansers becoming fewer as warming temperatures
allow many to winter farther north? And speaking of more
northerly range changes, how much farther north and east will
the Eurasian Tree Sparrow spread ...in or beyond Illinois’s
borders? Bohlen (1989) gives Sangamon and Christian Counties
as this species easternmost range in the state, and lists Hampton
as a vagrant location where today many dozens can regularly be
tallied in a visit. The former northern extent was the Peoria area
in the late 1980’s but birds of this species can now regularly be
found in numbers quite a distance north into Whiteside, Ogle,
Stark, Putnam, Woodford and McLean Counties. This species
has dramatically declined if anything in its former stronghold in
the Greater St. Louis area, and has not expanded its range any
farther south. Will Ring-necked Pheasants survive to occur in
[llinois if a few more severe winter storms occur or grassland
habitat loss continues? Will Turkey Vulture winter roosts spread
from their mostly southern Illinois locations and begin appearing
in northern Illinois as winter snows decline or change mainly to
rain? Will birds as diverse as American Woodcock and Chipping
Sparrow become regular Illinois winter residents throughout
Illinois in the next decade? Stay tuned...
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As a printing aid the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report:

Observation Locations:

AmnBot = American Bottoms (Montroe Co)
AndalSI = Andalusia Slough Recreation Area

(Rock Island Co)
Ark =Arklands Reclamation Area / Pyramid

State Park (Perry & Randolph Cos)
BaldwinlL = Baldwin Lake (Randolph and St. Clair Cos)
BeallWds = Beall Woods State Park (Wabash Co)

CarlL = Carlyle Lake (Clinton and Fayette Cos)

CarlL-B = Carlyle Lake (Bond Co)

CarlL-C = Carlyle Lake (Clinton Co)

CarlL-F = Carlyle Lake (Fayette Co)

CBG = Chicago Botanic Garden (Cook Co)

Champaign = Champaign (Champaign Co)

Chann = Channahon (Will Co)

Chau = Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge
(Mason Co)

Chi = Chicago and vicinity (Cook Co)

ClearL = Clear Lake (Mason Co)

ClintonL = Clinton Lake State Recreation Area
(DeWitt Co)

COLSP = Chain O’ Lakes State Park (Lake Co)

CONWR = Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge
(Williamson Co)

EForkL = East Fork Lake, Olney (Richland Co)

Emiquon = Emiquon Preserve (Fulton Co)

ESTL = East St. Louis (St. Clair Co)

Fermi = Fermilab (DuPage Co)

GLPSNA = Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area
(Grundy Co)

GreeneVal = Greene Valley Forest Preserve (DuPage Co)

GreenR = Green River State Wildlife Area (Lee Co)

HennepinL = Hennepin-Hopper Lake Restoration Area
(Putnam Co)

HL = [Horseshoe Lake State Park (Madison Co)

HLCA = Horseshoe Lake Conservation Area
(Alexander Co)

1BSP = Illinois Beach State Park (Lake Co)

P = Jackson Park, Chicago (Cook Co)

Kankakce = Kankakee (Kankakee Co)

KankakeePks = LeVasseur & Perry Farm Parks (Kankakee
Co)

KArb = Klehm Arboretum (Winnebago Co)

KCP = Kennekuk County Park (Vermilion Co)

KinkL = Kinkaid Lake (Jackson Co)

KLMSNA = Kidd Lake Marsh State Natural Area
(Monroe Co)

KKSRA = Kickapoo State Recreation Area (Vermilion Co)

LCal = Lake Calumet and vicinity (Cook Co)

LMurph = Lake Murphysboro State Park (Jackson Co)

LostMound = Lost Mound National Wildlife Reluge
(Jo Daviess Co)

LowdMil = Lowden-Miller State Forest (Ogle Co)
LRen = Lake Renwick (Will Co)

LShel-M = Lake Shelbyville (Moultrie Co)

LShel-S = Lake Shelbyville (Shelby Co)

LSpfld = Lake Springfield (Sangamon Co)

LVerm = Lake Vermilion (Vermilion Co)

LTEP = Loud Thunder Forest Preserve and vicinity
(Rock Island Co)

MArb = Morton Arboretum (DuPage Co)

MeadbrkPk = Meadowbrook Park (Champaign Co)

MermetL = Mermet Lake State Fish & Wildlife Area
(Massac Co)

MidSav = Middlefork Savanna Forest Preserve (Lake Co)

Merwin = Merwin Nature Preserve (McLean Co)

MissR = Mississippi River (various Cos)

MRB = Mississippi River Blufflands (Monroe Co)

Nachusa = Nachusa Grasslands (Lee Co)

NWU = Northwestern University Lakefill, Evanston
(Cook Co)

OakBot = Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co)

PaulDouglas = Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co)

PLNWR = Port Louiza National Wildlife Refuge —
Keithsburg Division (Mercer Co)

PRKWA = reabody River King State Fish & Wildlife Area
(St. Clair Co)

PrRdg-J = Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Jasper Co)

PrRdg-M = Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Marion Co)

QC = Quad Cities and vicinity (Rock Island Co)

Rekfd = Rockford and vicinity (Winnebago Co)

RendL = Rend Lake and vicinity (Franklin and
Jefferson Cos)

RendL-F = Rend Lake and vicinity (Franklin Co)

RendL-J = Rend Lake and vicinity (Je{ferson Co)

RockCut = Rock Cut State Park (Winnebago Co)

RollinsSav = Rollins Savanna Forest Preserve (Lake Co)

Sang = Sangamon Co

SantaFe = Santa Fe Bottoms (Clinton Co)

ShabL = Shabbona Lake State Recreation Area

(DeKalb Co)
SouthFarms = U of I South Farms (Champaign Co)

Spfld = Springfield and vicinity (Sangamon Co)

SRSF = Sand Ridge State Forest (Mason Co)
StarvecdRock = Starved Rock State Park and vicinity (LaSalle Co)
UCCA = Union County Conservation Area (Union Co)
Urbana = Urbana (Champaign Co)

WaterGlen = Waterfall Glen Forest Preserve (DuPage Co)

Wauk = Waukegan Beach and vicinity (Lake Co)

WhalonL = Whalon Lake Forest Preserve (Will Co)

WinthropH = Winthrop Harbor and North Point Marina
(Lake Co)
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Field Note Abreviations:

particular regions of the state, are underlined and boldfaced.

E = documented record Crk = Creek plum = plumage

k) = specimen record FP = Forest Preserve pr = Pair

< = Late fall departure H = Harbor Pr = Preserve

> = Early spring arrival I = Island Pra = Prairie

L4 = Female IL = Illinois R = River

3 = Male imm = [mmature SF = State Forest

st = First winter plumage L = Lake SI = Slough

2nd = Second winter plumage L&D = Lock & Dam SNA = StateNatural Area
3rd = Third winter plumage M = Marsh Sp = State Park

ad = Adult MC = Maximum count SRA = State Recreation Area
Apt = Apt m.ob. = Many observers SF&WA = State Fish & Wildlife Area
Bldg = Building NWR = National Wildlife Refuge Univ = University

CA = Conservation Area ph = Photograph unk = Unknown age/sex
Cem = Cemetery Pk(s) = Park(s) vid = video

Co(s) = County(ies)

When information on counts greater than one individual, sexes, and/or ages of observed birds is available, it is included
in parentheses at the head of the observation account. This information is followed by the location of the observation,
date(s) of observation, and the observer(s) who made the report. A location consisting of only a county(ies) is given

in italics. Noteworthy dates of occurrence, remarkably high counts, and/or locations for the state as a whole, or for

Species of extremely unusual occurrence in Illinois during the winter, which require IORC documentation, are underlined.
Headings for species requiring review by the IORC appear in CAPITALIZED, UNDERLINED, AND BOLDFACED fonts.

Winter 2011-2012 Field Notes

Greater White-fronted Goose

MC: 10.000, EForkL, 29 Jan (CLI); 7,000, Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); 4,310,
HLCA, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 3,176, Chau, 16 Feb (RGB, SNB); 1,600,
L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 19 Feb (JIN, UWG, JAS ctal.); 867, McDonough,
17 Dec (LLH); 750, MissR (Rock Island Co), 26 Dec (CDM, JLM,
m.ob.); 300, GLPSNA, 28 Feb (AFS, APS). Others: CarlL-C (4,000),
25 Feb (DMK); UCCA (2,355 & 2,345; different birds), 29 Dec (KIM &
SDB, PAM); Sang (850 & 590 & 310), 28 Jan & 18 Dec & 3 Feb resp
(HDB); CONWR (1,000), 30 Jan (KAM); RendL (625), 17 Dec (KAM);
ClintonL (550), 19 Feb (GSL); HennepinL (480), 30 Dec-2 Jan (DFS, BC);
KLMSNA (313), 29 Jan (CD, PD); HL (267), 26 Feb (FRH); BraidwoodL
(Will Co) (223), 31 Jan (JBH); StarvedRock (200), 18 Feb (CDH),
Bloomington (McLean Co) (200), 24 Jan (MJW); Danville (Vermilion Co)
(155 migrating north), 17 Feb (JR); Winnebago (150+ @ 2 locations), 19
Feb (AFS); PRKWA (140), 21 Jan (TJD); Danville (Vermilion Co) (125
flying south), 29 Dec (CC & JR); OakBot (100), | Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ);
Fairmount (Vermilion Co) (83), 28 Dec (JR, BS); Kankakee (Whispering
Willows Pk) (68), 22 Feb (JBH); Karnak (Pulaski Co) (50), 5 Feb (FKB);
Aroma Park (Kankakee Co) (34), 4 Jan (JBH); JP (33 migrating), 29 Feb
(PRC); Mundelein (Lake Co) (25), 2 Feb (TA); MissR (Carroll Co) (20),
21 Dec (REe); HomerL FP (Champaign Co) (16), 18 Jan (JOS); Rekfd (15),
5 Jan (DTW, BCW); River Bend FP (Champaign Co (“several” & 12), 18
Jan & 17 Feb (MAM & EJC resp); Winfield Twp (“Pella Ponds”, DuPage
Co) (12), 31 Jan (PAM, AFS); Shabbonal SP (DeKalb Co) (19 & 11), 9
Feb & 14 Jan (AFS & DIS resp); MissR (Adams Co) (10), 7 Feb (AGD);
Crystal Lake (Lippold Pk) (McHenry Co) (8), 5 Feb (AFS,APS); WhalonL
(Will Co) (6), 1 Feb (JAS); Van Patten Wds FP (Lake Co) (2), S Feb (JSS);
Kirkland (DeKalb Co), Il Dec (KML:ph); LShel-S, 2 Jan (DMK).

Snow Goose

MC: 500,000, CarlL-C, 8,29 Jan (DMK); 129,216 (67,196 “while phase”,
62,020 “blue phase™), Chau, 16 Feb (RGB, SNB); 44,645 (36,525 “white
phase”, 8,120 “blue phase™), HLCA, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 40,000, Wayne
& Richland, 5 Feb (CLH); 30,000, Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); 12,500 & 10, 500
& 400, Sang, 28 Jan & 2 Feb & 18 Dec resp (HDB); 10,000, MissR (Adams
Co), 6 Feb (PJR,AGD); 144, MissR (Rock Island Co), 26 Dec (KJM, CAT,
m.ob.). Others: UCCA (23,500), 29 Dec (KJM); RendL-F (20,000), 17 Dec
(DMK); Jefferson (15,000), 30 Jan (KAM); Karnak (Pulaski Co) (5,000),
5 Feb (FKB); Emiquon (4,500), 7 Jan (KAM); KLMSNA (3,247), 6 Feb
(CD, PD); OalBot (1,703), I Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); Gridley Sewage Plant
(Woodlord Co) (500), 15 Feb (BMy); HL (320), 26 Feb (FRH); Braceville
Twp (Grundy Co) (125), 26 I'eb (REF, UWG); El Paso Sewage Lagoons
(Woodford Co) (46), 31 Jan (BMy); ClintonL (30), 19 Feb (GSL); River
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Bend FP (Champaign Co) (30), 17 Feb (EJC); Bloomington (McLean Co)
(4; white morph), 17-24 Dec (BW et al.); ArlingtonL (Arlington Heights,
Cook Co) (2), 6 Jan (JCB); Sycamore (DeKalb Co), 15 Dec (MA).

Ross’s Goose

MC: 22, UCCA, 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); 15, HLCA, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM);
11, CarlL-F, 12 Feb (KAM); 6, Braceville Twp (Grundy Co), 26 Feb (REF,
UWG); 6, Sang, 23 Feb (HDB); 2, Zion (Lake Co), 31 Jan> (EWW).
Others: Pulaski (4 & 3),28 Dec & 5 Feb (JAS, JIN & FKB resp); Wayne &
Richland (4), 3 Jan (CLI); Wabash & Edwards (4), 5 Jan (CLH); HL (4),
26 Feb (FRH); RendL (3), 17 Dec (KAM); Effingham & Clay (2), 16 Jan
(CLH); Ark (2), 27 Dec (KIM); CONWR (2), 30 Jan (KAM); Bonus Twp
(Boone Co), 28 Dec (MAM, APS); St. Mary’sL (Lake Co), 11 Feb (SDB
etal.); Nelson Twp (Lee Co), 26 Feb (DHh); Winfield Twp (DuPage Co),
31 Dec (AA:ph); Kankakee (Whispering Willows Pk), 3 Feb (JBH:ph); e.
Kankakee, 21 Feb (JBH); El Paso Sewage Lagoons (Woodford Co), 31
Jan (BMy); Gridley Sewage Plant (McLean Co), 15 Feb (BMy); ClintonL,
19 Feb (GSL); River Bend FP (Champaign Co), 18-20 Jan (MAM, EJC);
HomerL FP (Champaign Co), 16 Jan (JOS); Coles Co. Apt (Coles Co),
5 Feb (RB); HomerL FP (Champaign Co), 16 Jan (JOS); OakBot, 1 Jan
(KIM, VLg, SJ).

Cackling Goose

MC: 300, Bloomington (McLean Co) (200), 24 Jan (MJW); 200, Farimer
City (borrow pits, DeWitt Co), 19 Feb (GSL); 150, LRen,24 Dec (JAS); 100,
Spfld (mall pond), 29 Jan (HDB); 80, CarlL-C, 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); 70,
Chau, 23 Dec (RGB, SNB); 67, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 14 Jan (LLH);
54, QC, 18 Dec (*KJM, *BLB, *TM, BL, m.ob.). Others: PeacockM (Will
Co) (50), 1 Jan (DFS); Bloomington (McLean Co) (24), 17 Dec (BW);
Kirkland (DeKalb Co)(20), I-11 Dec (KML); MissR (Whiteside Co) (20),
19 Feb (JIN, UWG, JAS); Winfield Twp (“Pella Ponds”, DuPage Co) (20),
3 Feb (AA); Ark (20), 27 Dec (KIM); CONWR (20), 30 Jan (KAM); Lost
Nation (Ogle Co) (17), 18 Dec (EWW); Independence Grove FP (Lake Co)
(15), 4 Dec (RDH); Nelson Twp (Lee Co) (15), 26 Feb (DHh); AmnBot
(I1), 6 Feb (CD, PD); St. Maty’s Seminary (Mundelein, Lake Co) (10), 1
Jan (AFS); MissR (Mercer Co) (10), 15 Jan (KIM); ShabbonaL (DeKalb
Co) (8), 9 Feb (AFS); AndalSI (8), 26 Dec (*KJM, CAT); Ottawa (LaSalle
Co) (7), 22 Jan (NM et al.); EForkL(7), 13 Feb (CLI); HLCA (6), 28 Dec
(IKIM); Van Patten Wds FP (Lake Co) (4), S Feb (ISS); Kane (4), 7 Jan
(KAM); ArlingtonL (Arlington Heights, Cook Co) (4), 6 Jan (MP); Hernry
(3), 3 Jan (KJM, MBr); River Bend FP (Champaign Co) (“several”), 18-20
(MAM, EJC); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (2), 8 Jan (JBH); BeallWds (2), 18
Dec (CLH); Chi, 25 Dec (KIM, JRG, m.ob.); HL, 26 Feb> (FRH); UCCA,
29 Dec (KIM).

Meadowlark



Canada Goose

MC: 16,476, ClintonL, 27 Jan (MEF);
6,000, Winfield Twp (“Pella Ponds”,
DuPage Co), 31 Jan (PAM, ATS); 3,748,
QC, 18 Dcc (KJM, BLB, CB, MBr,
m.ob.); 1,812, Whiteside & Lee, 24 Dec
(KIM, m.ob.); 1,600, Lake Villa (Lake
Co) (migrating south), 13 Jan (RBs);
1,459, Mercer, 15 Dec (KJM, SBH,
MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 600, CarlL-C, 19
I'eb (DMK); 400, Jersey & Madison,
9 Dec (KAM). Others: HcnnepinL
(1,700), 7 Jan (BC); MissR (Whiteside
& Rock Island Cos) (1,500), 13 Jan

(KIMY); LaSalle (1,300), 25 Jan (BC); PeacockM (wm Co) (1 ,200), 1 Jan

(DIS); Lake (1,166), 11 Dec (JRS); Mundclein (Lake Co) (1,100 migrating
west-northwest), 17 Jan (TA); Chau (1,064), 3 Feb (RGB, SNB); Glacial
Pk (McHenry Co) (1,000), 29 Dec(RAM, ALM); ShabbonaL (DeKalb Co)
(1,000), 9 Feb (AFS); MissR (Rock Istand Co) (851), 26 Dec (KJM, CAT,
m.ob.); St. Mary’s Seminary (Mundclein, Lake Co) (800), 1 Jan (AFS);
LostMound (769), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Chi (704), 25 Dec (KIM, IRG,
m.ob.); Carroll & Whiteside (660), 20 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); Wilmington
Dam (Will Co) (650), 14 Jan (JBH); Warten Twp (Lake Co) (500), 1 Jan
(ND); Bloomington (McLean Co) (500), 24 Jan (MJW); Independence
Grove FP (Lake Co) (460), 24 Dec (JRS, RC); Henry (450), 3 Jan (KIM,
MBr); De Kalb (400), 7 Jan (KAM); RollinsSav (390), 1 Jan (ND); Ark
(300), 27 Dec (KJM); LShel-S (300), 2 Jan (DMK); MArb (250), 7 Jan
(KAM); Grundy (250), 6 FFeb (KAM); WinthropH (240), 27 Jan (EWW);
L Le-Aqua-Na SP (Stephenson Co) (200), 21 Jan (EWW); se Stephenson
& sw Winnebago (171), 31 Jan (SDB); UCCA (157), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM);
Woodford (152), 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); Wilmington Dam (Will Co), 10 Dec
(JBH); Jackson (150), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ); HLCA (88), 28 Dec (SDB,
PAM).

BRANT

CarlL-C 6, 15 Jan (DMK).

Mute Swan

MC: 63, LCal, 24 Jan (WIM); 45, Chann, 11 Dec-7 Jan (JAS, KAM); 14,
Emiquon, 9 Feb (LLH); 9, Danville (Vermilion Co), 1 Jan (SDB et al.).
Others: LillyL (McHenry Co) (35), 4 Dec (TA); DiamondL (Mundelcin,
Lake Co) (8), 13 Dec (BJS); CBG (7), 10 Feb (AFS); Moraine Hills SP
(McHenry Co) (5), 29 Dec (RAM, ALM); RollinsSav (5), 1 Jan (ND);
Rekfd (3), 17 Dec (DTW); Jasper (3), 23 Dec (fide JWW); CarlL-C (3),
14 Jan (DMK); MissR (Mercer Co) (2 ad), 15 Jan (KIM); Ark (2), 27 Dec
(JAS, JIN); Wilmington Dam (Will Co), 10 Dec (JBH).

Trumpeter Swan

MC: 137, Madison & Bond, 15 Dec (CLH); 74, SandL (Havana, Mason
Co), 31 Dcc (DB); 63, Union, 29 Dec (VMK el al.); 60, MissR (Adams
Co), 16 Jan (PJR); 48, Santale, 4&12 Feb (DMK); 46, Emiquon, 1 Jan
(LLH); 19, MissR (Carroll & Whiteside Cos), 20 Dce (KIM, DA, MBr,
m.ob.); 15, QC, 1 Feb (KiIM). Others: Union (37), 29 Dec (KIM, JIN,
JAS); Peoria (29), 24 Jan (TRE); LSpfid (18; 16 ad, 2 imm), 31 Dec
(HDB); Little SwanL (Warren Co) (15), 17 Feb (LLH); McDonough (14),
17 Dec (LLH); WightmanL (Marshall Co) (13), 9-19 Feb (MHB et al.);
LCal (12; 9 ad, 3 imm) (“3 yellow neck-collared — 71E,72E,73E”), 11-12
Feb (WIM); LCharleston (Coles Co) (12),20 Jan (RB); GLPSNA (10), 22
Feb (REF et al.); CarlL (10; “7 neck-collared”), 27 Dec (KAM); HLCA
(9), 28 Dec (KJM); Chann (7), 7 Jan (KAM); CalhounL (Knox Co) (7),
22 Feb (MIB); MermetL (7; 2 neck-collared), 27 Jan (FKB); AndalS! (6),
26 Dec (KJM, CAT); Chau (5), 3 Feb (RGB, SNB); Oakwood (Vermilion
Co) (6; 4 ad, 2 juv), 24 Dec-19 Fcb (CCC, JR:ph, BS:ph); HomerL FP
(Champaign Co) (5; yellow neck band #s 35E, 37E, 39E, & 40E), 17 Dec
(MPW); LostMound (4), 16 Dec (RN); EvergreenL (McLean & Woodford
Cos) (4), 2-13 Jan (BMy:ph ct al.); Farmer City (Piatt Co) (4; 2 ad & 2 juv),
12 Dec (JML); Perry & Randolph (4), 26 Dec (TID); Jasper (3), 23 Dec
(fide JWW); GlenviewL (Cook Co) (2), 20 I'eb (ABA); HennepinL (2), 8
Dce & 18 Feb (BC, DFS); McLean (2), 20 Dec (MEF); KLMSNA (2), 1
Jan (CD, PD); SpringL (Carroll Co), 17 Dcc (BJS); Wilmington Dam (Will
Co), 14 Feb (JBH).

Tundra Swan
MC: 760, MissR (Whiteside Co), 17 Dec (EWW); 722, MissR (Carroll
& Whiteside Cos), 20 Dec (*KJM, MBr, DA, *EA, m.ob.); 117, Wayne
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& Richland, 15 I'eb (CLH, RES);
85, Rock Creek (Adams Co), 15
Feb (AGD); 61, ClintonL, 19 Feb
(GSL); 45, KCP, 19 Feb (SR);
14, SantaFe, 12 [Feb (DMK); 14,
= === Edwards, 26 Jan (RES). Others:
L&D 13 (Whiteside Co) (60), 17 Feb (ASt); BraidwoodL (Wili Co) (39),
26 Jan (JBH); Oakwood (Vermilion Co) (31), 19 Feb (JR, BS); EvergreenL
(McLean Co) (13 ad, 8 imm), 26 Jan (MJW, THr); WinthropH (17), 21
Jan (FRM); Evanston (Cook Co) (12), 21 Jan (FRM); River Bend FP
(Champaign Co (“several” & 12), 18 Jan & 17 Feb (MAM & EJC resp);
MissR (Rock Island Co) (11), 22 Jan (EWW); HennepinL (I11), 7 Jan
(BC); Marengo Ridge FP (McHenry Co) (9), 16 Dec (KML); Glacial Pk
(McHenry Co) (8), 4 Jan (RAM); Shabbonal (DcKalb Co) (8 & 4), 18
Fcb & 8-17 Feb vesp (DAL:ph etal.); Chann (8), 23 Dec - 29 Jan (4 ad, 4
juv) (JAS, AFS, AA); HL (8), 24 Dec (EWW); Elburn IFP (Kane Co) (7),
2 Dec (DJS); Chau (6), 3 Feb (RGB, SNB); EForkL (6), 12 Dec (CLE);
Union (6), 28 Dec (HDB, PW); Winfield Twp (“Pclla Ponds”, DuPage Co)
& Fermi (5), 3 & 5 Feb (AA & DSa resp); CarsonSI (Aurora, Kane Co)
(4), 19 Feb (SFd); HeideckeL (Grundy Co) (4), 10 Dec (SJH); Will (4), 15
Jan (JIN, JAS, MJW); Independence Grove F P (Lake Co) (3), 28-29 Dec
(AFS & JS); MissR (St. Clair Co) (3), 24 Dec (EWW); CarlL-C (2), 14-15
Jan (TAM, DMK); Wauk, 12 Dec (EWW); Glenwood FP (Kanc Co), 30
Jan (SFk); LCal (imm), 22 Jan (WJM, CDH); LSpfid (ad), 31 Dec (HDB).
Wood Duck
MC:54,UCCA, 29Dec (KIM); 27 & 24, Spfld (Washington Pk), SDec &
13 Jan resp (HDB); 8, CarlL-C, 4 Dec (DMK); 6, HennepinL, 8 Dec (DFS);
5&3, Chi (No. Pond) (3), 3 Dec & 14 Jan resp (JIN); S, Chau, 1 Dec (RGB,
SNB); 4, Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); 2, QC, 18 Dec (TM, BL, m.ob.).
Others: Wabash (6), 8 Feb (RES); Richland (5), 24 Feb (CLR); St. Clair
(3), 5 Feb (TID); Ark (3), 27 Dec (KIM}); DolanL (Hamilton Co) (3), 20
Feb (CLH); HLCA (3), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); Woodridge (23), 9 Dec (FA);
RendL-F (2), 11 Dec (KAM); ShabbonaL (DeKatb Co) (J), 9 Fcb (AFS);
LCal (&), 1,22 Jan (WIM); Rock Island (Q), 22 Dec (KIM, LB); AndaiSI
(®), 26 Dcc (KIM, CAT); PLNWR, 15 Dec (KJM, SBH, MBr, LCM);
Kankakee (Dam) (@), 13 Dec - 31 Jan (JBI); HomerL FP (Champaign
Co), 17 Dec (MPW); Danville (Vermilion Co) (9), | Jan (SDB, PAM);
HLCA (38), 28 Dec (KIM).
Gadwall
MC: 814, Ark, 27 Dec (KIJM); 800, RendL, 11 Dec (KAM); 450, Des
Plaines CA (Will Co), 4 Feb (DFS); 401, ClintonL, 27 Jan (MEF); 320,
Chann, 7 Jan (JAS); 188, Chau, 3 Fcb (RGB, SNB). Others: HLCA (343),
28 Dec (SDB, PAM); UCCA (137), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); CarIL-C (60),
8 Jan (DMK); WhalonL (DuPagc Co) (59), 31 Dec (AA); LCal (53), 15
Jan (WIM); Goose Lake Twp (Grundy Co) (43), 1 Jan (JAS); Emiquon
(43), 8 Jan (LLIT); Jackson (10), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ); MissR (Carroll &
Whiteside Cos) (9), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); LZurich (Lake Co)
(5), 11 Dec (JRS); Cranberry Slough NP (Cook Co) (4), 1 Jan (KKM);
CBG (8), 2 Jan (LW, FRM); Woodford (3),31 Dec (KIM, TRE); QC (2), 18
Dec (BLB, CB, MBr); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (2), 10 Dec — 26 Jan (JBH);
ClintonL (2), 18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK).

American Wigeon

MC: 135, CONWR, 30 Jan (KAM); 60, CarlL-C, 20,25 Feb (DMK); 60,
Ark, 27 Dec (JAS, JIN, KIM); 10, Chau, 16 Feb (RGB, SNB); 3, Des
Plaines CA (Will Co), 4 Feb (DFS). Others: HLCA (46), 28 Dec (SDB,
PAM); RendL-J (20), 11 Dec (KAM); River Bend FP (Champaign Co) (7),
| Feb (MAM); EvergreenL (Woodford Co) (6), 23 Jan (MJW); Urbana (4),
13 Dec (DLT); ShabbonaL (DeKalb Co) (8 & 3), 26 & 9 Fcb (NB & AFS
resp); UCCA (3), 29 Dec (KIM); Kildeer (Kemper Lukes, Lake Co) (2),
11 Dec (JRS); Zion (Shiloh Pk) (®), 12 Feb (JSS); BangsL, Wauconda
(Lake Co), 7 Dec (BJS, NM, PP); LCal (), | Jan (WJM); PLNWR (3), 15
Dec (KJM, SBH, MBr, LCM); MissR (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KJM, DA,
MBYr); BraidwoodL (Will Co), 27 Jan (JBH); HL, 12 Dec< (FRH).

105



American Black Duck

MC: 35, HennepinL, 8 Dec (DFS); 26, HeideckeL (Grundy Co), 26 Feb
(JAS); 18, Rekfd, S Jan (DTW, BCW); 18, MissR (Carroll Co), 20 Dec
(EA, RN, m.ob.); 15, RendL-J, 25 Jan (KAM); 14, Chau, 3-16 Feb (RGB,
SNB); 10, Danville (Vermilion Co), 1 Jan (SDB, PAM); 10, CarlL-C, 12
Fcb (DMK). Others: L&D 13 (Whiteside Co) (10), 17 Feb (ASt); UCCA
(10), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (13), 13 Feb (JBH);
LMarie (Lake Co) (7), 24 Dec (JRS, RC); LCal (6), 7 Jan (CAT, TLK);
RockCut (4), 12 Dec (DTW); PLNWR (4), 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr,
LCM, m.ob.); WinthropH (4), 13 Jan (BJS); Bloomington (McLean Co)
(4), 24 Jan (MJW); Urbana (4), 13 Dec (DLT); Ark (3), 27 Dec (IKIM).
Hybrid: American Black Duck x Mallard: Bloomington (McLean Co),
24 Jan (MJW); HL, 19 Feb> (FRH).

Mallard

MC: 10, 450, HennepinL, 8 Dec (DFS);9,925,Chau, 16 Feb(RGB,SNB);
6,000, CarlL-C, 12,19-20 Feb (DMK); 4,828, ClintonL, 18 Dec (MEF);
4,500, Vienna Twp (Grundy Co), 17 Jan (REF et al.); 2,420, KLMSNA,
16 Dec (CD, PD); 661, Carroll & Whiteside, 20 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.).
Others: Mercer (3,505), 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); Ark
(1,530), 27 Dec (KIM); Alexander (1,024), 28 Dec (KIM); 1,000, Minooka
(Kendall Co), | Jan (DFS); RendL (725), 17 Dcc (KAM); UCCA (640), 29
Dec (SDB, PAM); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (550), 8 Dec (JBH); QC (533),
18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); River Bend FP (Champaign Co
(“several” & 12), 18 Jan & 17 Feb (MAM & CIC resp); Winfield Twp
(“Pella Ponds™, DuPage Co) (400), 3 Feb (AA); LCal (350), 7 Jan (CAT,
TLK); Bureaw (300), 13 Dec (KIM); Urbana (Champaign Co) (232), 17
Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); LZurich (Lake Co) (205), 11 Dec (JRS); Rock Island
(181), 26 Dec (KJM, CAT, m.ob.); MermetL (157), 30 Jan (KAM); RockR
(Whiteside Co) (150), 24 Dec (KM, m.ob.); Chann (150), 7 Jan (KAM);
Woodford (150), 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); CONWR (150), 30 Jan (KAM);
KankakeePks (140), 9 Dcc (JBH); Whiteside & Rock I'sland (130), 22 Dec
(KIM, LB, m.ob.); Wilmington Dam (Will Co) (110), 10 Dec (JBEL); Henry
(100), 13 Dec (KIM).

Hybrid: Mallard x Northern Pintail —LCal (ad &), 17 Dec-8 Jan (*WIM,
JIE, NM).

Blue-winged Teal

Momemcel Pk (Kankakee Co) (3), 22 Jan — 10 Feb (JBH); Spfld (sewage
pond), 16 Dec (HDB).

Northern Shoveler

MC: 800, CarlL-C, 26 Feb (DMK); 250, MissR (Adams Co), 28 [eb
(AGD); 182, HLCA, 28 Dcc (SDB, PAM); 89, BangsL (Lake Co), 7 Dec
(BJS, NM, PP); 72, MissR (Carroll Co), 20 Dec (EA, RN); 40, Chann,
23 Dec (JAS); 31, Chau., 1 Dec (RGB, SNB). Others: Ark (79), 27 Dec
(KIM); St. Clair (75), 25 Feb (TJD); CONWR (60), 30 Jan (KAM);
RendL-J (52), 25 Jan (KAM); Madison (50), 13 Dec (KAM); HennepinL
(45), 8 Dec (DFS); ShabbonaL (DeKalb Co) (25), 26 Feb (NB); Pulaski
(20), 30 Jan (KAM); Emiquon (8), 26 Dec (LLH); Woodford (6), 31 Dec
(KJM, TRE); RollinsSav (5), 6 Dec (SDB); Kildeer (Kemper Lakes, Lake
Co) (5), 1t Dec (JRS); LCal (5), 22 Feb (WIM); Bloomington (McLean
Co) (“many”), 17 Dec (BW); Urbana(2), 13 Dec (DLT); UCCA (2),29 Dcc
(KIM); PLNWR, |5 Dec (KJM, SBH, MBr, LCM); RockR (Rock Island
Co), 18 Dec (TM, BL).

Northern Pintail

MC: 10,000, CarlL-C, 20 Feb (DMK); 1,715, Chau, 16 Feb (RGB,
SNB); 1,000, Wayne & Richland, 1 Jan-29 Feb (CLH); 220, EvergreenL
(Woodford Co), 23 Jan (MJW); 10, RollinsSav, 11 Dec (JRS); 5, QC,
18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr); 5, LCal, 12 Feb (WJM). Others: ShabbonaL
(DeKalb Co) (30 & 3'), 26 & 9 Feb (NB & AFS resp); UCCA (28), 29 Dcc
(SDB, PAM); RendL-J (25), 11 Dec (KAM); Kankakee (Dam) (23), 23 Jan
(JBH); PRKWA (22), 12 Feb (TID); HLCA (17), 28 Dcc (SDB, PAM);
HeideckeL (Grundy Co) (12), 1S Feb (AFS, APS); Urbana (11), 13 Dec
(DLT); Shobonicr (Fayette Co) (10), 3 Feb> (EWW); Gurnee (Lake Co)
(7), 3 Dec (PB); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (7 & 11), 31 Jan & 14 Feb resp
(JBH); SpoonR (Fulton Co) (7 &), 19 Feb (LLH); Ark (7), 27 Dec (KIM);
Ferne Clyffe SP (Johnson Co) (4), 30 Jan (KAM); MissR (Whiteside Co)
(2), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); WinthropH (pr), 27 Jan> (EWW); Batavia
(FoxR, Kane Co) (pr), 28 Jan (DL); Woodford (2), 31 Dec (KIM, TRE);
Oakwood (Vermilion Co) (2), 19 Feb (JR, BS); Independence Grove FP
(Lake Co) (&), 24 Jan (BJS); WhalonL (Will Co) (2), | & 23 Feb (JAS);
PeacockM (Will Co), 7 Jan (JIN); PLNWR (3), 15 Dec (KJM, SBH,
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MBt, LCM); Rock Island (@), 26 Dec (KIM, CAT); HL, 11 Dec< (FRH);
Stephen A. Forbes SP (Marion Co) (?), 12 Feb (KAM).

Green-winged Teal

MC: 7,550, Chau, | Dec (RGB, SNB); 300, MissR (Adams Co), 28 Feb
(AGD); 245, 8t. Clair, 4 Dec (TID); 200, CarlL-C, 25-26 Feb (DMK); 150,
RendL-J, 11 Dec (KAM). Others: UCCA (26), 29 Dec (KJM); CONWR
(20), 30 Jan (KAM); Spfid (15), 18 Dec (HDB); Ark (10),27 Dec (KIM);
HLCA (9), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); Bloomington (McLean Co) (8), 24 Jan
(MIW); PcacockM (WillCo) (4), 1-10 Jan (DFS, AFS); Kankakee (Dam)
(4), 23 Jan (JBH); NewtonL (Jasper Co) (4), 23 Dec (fidc JIWW); HiddenL
FP (DuPage Co) (2¢), 8 Jan (UWG); ShabbonaL SP (DeKalb Co) (2), 14
Jan (DJS); Kildeer (Kemper Lakes, Lake Co), 11 Dec (JRS); Geneva Twp
(Kane Co) (?), 17 Dec (AFS, APS); Mercer, 15 Dec (TM, JSg, DFh); HL,
12 Dec-26 Feb (FRH).

Canvasback

MC: 25,000, MissR (Hancock Co), 5 Jan (AGD); 6,540, MissR (Carroll &
Whiteside Cos), 20 Dec (KIJM, DA, MBr); 1,500, CarlL-C, 15 Jan (TAM,
DMK); 430, MissR (Rock Island Co), 22 Jan (EWW); 407, Chau, 16 Feb
(RGB, SNB); 185, HL, 26 Feb (FRH). Others: Chann (180), 18 Feb (JAS);
CONWR (70), 30 Jan (KAM); Shabbona Lake SP (DeKalb Co) (60 & 5),
26 Feb & 7 Dec (NB & ASh resp); RendL (20), |1 Dec (KAM); BangsL
(8), Wauconda (Lake Co), 13 Dec (BJS); Normal (Heartland Community
College, McLean Co) (8), 1l Feb (BMy); Wilmington Dam (Will Co)
(4), 15 Jan (JBH); El Paso Sewage Lagoons (Woodford Co) (39, &),
9 Feb (BMy); Chi (2), 25 Dec (KIM, JRG, m.ob.); LZurich (Lake Co)
(2), 13 Dec (BJS); Independence Grove FI° (Lake Co) (&), 3 Feb (AFS);
RockR (Whiteside Co), 24 Dec (DA, DHh); Emiquon (J3), 8 Jan (LLIT);
LCharleston (Coles Co), 20 Jan (RB); NewtonL (Jasper Co), 23 Dec
(MPW, PW); Ark,27 Dec (KIM).

Redhead

MC: 120, CarlL-C, 19 Feb (DMK); 60, LCal, 1 Feb (WJM); 31, RendL,
17 Dec (KAM); 26, MissR (Whiteside Co), 22 Jan (EWW); 10, ClearL,
23 Dec (RGB, SNB); S, MissR (Adams Co), | Jan (AGD). Others:
Independence Grove FP (Lake Co) (14-33), 31 Dec — 3 Feb (NM, AFS);
Shabbonal. (DeKalb Co) (30 & 43, 59), 26 & 9 I'eb (NB & AFS resp);
LCal (20), 7 Jan (CAT, TLK); HLCA (14), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); Highland
Park {LMich) (i3), 4 Dec (B1S); DiamoudL {Mundelein, Lake Co) (10), |1
Dec (IRS); Winthropt] (9), 28 Dec-18 Feb (AFS, SDB, KAM}; Montrose
(4), 2 Jan (ND); Gillson Pk (Wilmelte, Cook Co) ($&2), 23 Dec (WSG,
DP); QC (2), 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr); MissR (Rock Island Co) (?), 26
Dec (IXJM, CAT); Seward Twp (Kendall Co) (30), 1 Jan (DFS); Kankakee
(Dam), 20 Jan — 11 Feb (JBH); Urbana, 13 Dec (DLT).

Ring-necked Duck

MC: 1,260, HLCA, 28 Dec (KJM); 1,088, Chau, 16 Feb (RGB, SNB);
600, CarlL-C, 5 Feb (DMK); 240, HL, 26 [Feb (FRH); 100, ShabbonaL
(DeKalb Co), 26 Feb (NB); 21, MissR, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec
(KJM, DA, MBr);, Gthers: CONWR (200), 30 Jan (KAMY; Pulaski (70),
30 Jan (KAM); LCal (53), 29 Jan (WIM); Rendl. (30), Il Dec {(KAM);
Bloomington (gravel pit ponds, McLean Co) (25), 24 Jan (MJW);
EvergreenL (Woodford Co) (20), 23 Jan (MJW); ClintonL (16), 19 Feb
(GSL); NewtonL(JasperCo) (16), 23 Dec (fide JWW); UCCA (16), 29 Dec
(KIM); WhalonL (Will Co) (14), 23 Feb (JAS); QC (6), 18 Dec (BLB, CB,
MBr, m.ob.); Ark (6), 27 Dcc (KIM); Skokie Lagoons (Tower Rd, Cook
Co) (10), 7 Feb (AFS); AndalSI (4), 26 Dec (KIM, CAT); Independence
Grove FP (Lake Co) (38), 20 Dec (AFS), Kennekuk CP (Vermilion Co)
(3), 1 Jan (MJE); Goose Lake Twp (Grundy Co) (2), | Jan (JAS); Kankakee
(Dam) (2), 23 Jan (JBH); LosiMound, .16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Van Patten
Wds FP (Lake Ca) (3, 11 Jan (AFS); Indepeadence Grove FP (Lake Co)
{S) 11 Jan (AFS); St. Mary’s Seminary (Mundelein, Lake Co) (&), | Jan
(AFS); Chi (Diverseyll) (), § Jun (MF).

Greater Scaup

MC: 1,400, IBSP, 15 Dec (EWW); 149, Chi, 25 Dec (KJM, JRG, m.ob.);
40, CarlL-C, 5 Feb (DMK); 18, Dickson Mounds (Fulton Co), 22 Dec — |
Jan (KBR & TWd, CDn); 17, CForkL, 8 lan (CLH); Others: JP (71), 26
Feb (PRC); MissR, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co) (16), 17 Dec (BJS); BangsL
(Lake Co) (12), 13 Dec (BJS); DiamondL (Mundelein, Lake Co) (10), 13
Dec (BJS); L&D 14 (Rock Island Co) (“bunch®), 6 I'cb (KBR); ShabbonalL
(DeKalb Co) (4), 26 Feb (NB); QC (4), 18 Dec (*BLB, CB, MBr); HL, 1
Dcc< (FRH); BeallWds, 25 Feb (CLH).

Meadowlark



Lesser Scaup

MC: 1,600, CarlL-C, 12 Feb (DMK); 605,
MissR (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KJM, DA,
MBr); 500, LCal, 22 Jan (WM, CDI); 365,
Chau, 3 Feb (RGB, SNB); 34, Stephen A.
Forbes SP (Marion Co), 12 Fcb (KAM).
Others: MissR (Rock Island Co) (400), 19 Fcb
(JAS); ShabbonaL SP (DeKalb Co) (150 & @),
26 Feb & 14 Jan (NB & DIS resp); WhalonL
(Will Co) (23), 23 FFeb (JAS); Chann (20), 7 Jan
(KAM); RendL (20), 11 Dec (KAM); NewtonL
(Jasper Co) (13), 23 Dec (fide JWW); MissR,
L&D 13 (12), 17 Dec (BJS); Ark (6), 27 Dec
(KJM); Emiquon (6), 8 Jan (LLH); LostMound
(4), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Skokie Lagoons
(Tower Rd, Cook Co) (4), 11 Feb (SDB);
Bloomington (McLean Co)(4),24 Jan (MJW);
RockR (Whiteside Co) (3 &), 24 Dec (KJIM);
HLCA (3), 28 Dec (KJM); BraidwoodL (Wil
Co)(2), 14 Jan (JBH); LVerm (?), 1 Jan (SDB).

Harlequin Duck

Chi (DiverseyH) (9), 25 Dec - 29 Feb (AG,
SGS:ph, SBB, KIM m.ob.:ph), but 2 ($&9)
@ Chi (Northerlyl), 24 Dec (fide DFS) &
& there 16 Jan (RDH:ph, KKM); Emiquon
(ThompsonL) (®), 19 Feb (KBR).

Surf Scoter

IBSP(No. Unit) (4), 12 Feb (JSS);Zion (Hosah
Pk & WinthropH, Lake Co) (3), 4 Feb (BJS);
BorahL (Richland Co) (2), 1-9 Dec (CLH);
RockCut, 18-22 Dec (DTW, ASh); MissR
(Rock Island Co) (9), 18 Dec (*KJM, SBH,
CDM, JLM, m.ob.); Chi (Rainbow Beach)
(9), 16 Jan (RDH:ph, KKM); Bloomington
(McLean Co) (%), 17 -24 Dec (BW et al.); LChatleston (Coles Co), 20-23
Jan & 14-15 Feb (&) (RB, DTW & RB, SDB, PAM resp).
White-winged Scoter

MC: 56, IBSP (No. Unit) 17 Feb (EG:ph). Others: WinthropH (2), 3 Feb
(AFS); Wauk (2), 23 Feb (EWW); JP (imm ¢§; found dead 28 Feb), 17-27
Feb (SBB, PRC et al.); SaganashkeeSl, 29 Feb (SZ); MissR (Rock [sland
Co),28 Jan (DTW); EForkL, 30 Dec (CLH).

Black Scoter

IBSP (@ type), 7 & 31 Jan (RDH, KKM & EWW); CarlL-C, 2 Dec (JBn).
Long-tailed Duck

MC:95,IBSP, 2 Feb>(EWW). Others: Wauk (5), 23 Feb(PB); WinthropH
(2), 27 Jan - 18 Feb (SDB, EWW); Chi (2 @), 2 Dec (MF:ph); Emiquon
(pr) , 8 Jan (LLH); ClintonL (2), 27 Jan (MEF); RockCut, 18-21 Dec
(DTW, ASh); Gillson Pk (Wilmelte, Cook Co) (&), 23 Dec (WSG, DP,
AFS); Chau, 18 Dec (KBR) & Emiquon (ThompsonL) (9), 28 Dec & (&,
2Q), 7-8 Jan (KBR & MI); MissR (Adams Co), 2 Dec (AGD); LCharleston
(Coles Co), 3 Jan (RB); Madison, 11 Feb> (FRH); CarlL-C (%), 15 Jan-12
Feb (TAM, DMK, KBR).

Bufflehead

MC: 338, ClintonL, 9 Dec (MEF); 100, BangsL, Wauconda (Lake Co),
7 Dec (BJS, NM, PP); 72, Central City (Marion Co), 4 Dec (EWW); 60,
MissR (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); 50, CarlL-C, 3 Dec

Male Barrow's
Goldeneye with male
Common Goldeneye
and two female
goldeneyes.

Skokie Lagoons,
Coolc County.

3 February 2012.
Photo by

Mark Bowman.
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Female Harlequin Duck. Diversey Harboy,
Chicago, Cook County. 6 February 2012.
Photo by Jackie Bowman.

White-winged Scoter. Jackson Park,
Chicago, Cook County. 26 February 2012.
Photo by Mark Bowman.

(DMK); 38, Chau, 9 Dec (RGB, SNB); 20,
NewtonL (slutry pond), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM);
14, LShel-M, 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK);
11, MissR (Rock Island Co), 18 Dec (KIM,
SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.). Others: LCal (50),
8 Jan (NM, JIE); Wauk (24), 20 Dcc (AFS);
WinthropH (11), 28 Dec (AFS); Independence
Grove [P (Lake Co) (12), 28 Dec (AFLS);
CONWR (10), 30 Jan (KAM); BangsL (Lake
Co) (16), 16 Dec (BJS, NM, PP); RendL (5),
17 Dec (KAM); LostMound (4), 16 Dec (SDB,
DTW); Chi (4), 25 Dec (KJM, JRG, m.ob.);
BraidwoodL (Will Co) (3), 13 Feb (JBH);
Emiquon (2), 7 Jan (KAM); MissR (Adams Co)
(2), 22 Feb (AGD); Skokie Lagoons (Tower
Rd, Cook Co) (&), 11 Feb (SDB); RockR
(Whiteside Co) (3), 24 Dec (KIM); OakBot
(?), 1Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ).

Common Goldeneye

MC: 4,250, MissR (Carroll & Whiteside Cos),
20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); 3,000, CarlL-C, 15
Jan (TAM, DMK); 1,500, MissR (Hancock Co),
5 Jan (AGD); 1,000, MissR (Rock Island Co),
19 Feb (JAS); 200, Emiquon, 7 Jan (KAM);
85, PRKWA, 29 Jan (TJD). Others: MissR
(Whiteside & Rock Island Cos) (750), 13 Jan
(KIM); Cook (318), 7 Feb (WIM); Skokie
Lagoons (Tower Rd, Cook Co) (227), 10 Feb
(AFS); LCal (140), 22 Jan (WIM); ClintonL
(126), 27 Jan (MEF); Wilmington Dam (Will
Co) (120), 14 Jan (JBH); Chau (96), 16 Feb
(RGB, SNB); Chi (79), 25 Dec (KIM, JRG,
m.ob.); RendL (60), 25 Jan (KAM); RockR
(Whiteside Co) (54), 24 Dec (KJM, m.ob.);
LaSalle (50), 5 Feb (BC); ClintonL (40), 19 Feb (GSL); LShel-M (39),
2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); MissR (Mercer Co) (30), 15 Jan (KIM);
NewtonL (Jasper Co) (8), 23 Dec (fide JIWW); Ark (3), 27 Dec (KIM).
Hybrid: Common Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser - Emiquon
(ThompsonL) (3), 8 Jan (KBR); CarlL-C (3), 14 Jan (DMK).

BARROW'’S GOLDENEYE
Skokie Lagoons FP (Tower Rd) (Cook Co) (ad &), 3-22 Feb (GG, ADF,
SDB, AFS m.ob.:ph).

Hooded Merganser

MC: 129, ClintonL, 9 Dec (MEF); 111, Madison, 17 Dec (FRH); 73,
Will, 11 Dec (JAS); 36, Central City (Marion Co), 4 Dec (EWW); 35,
HennepinL, 8 Dec (DFS); 30, Emiquon, 7 Jan (KAM); 21, 12 & 26 Wauk,
3 & 20 & 28 Dec resp (AFS). Others: CarlL-C (30), 18 Dec (DMK); NWU
(23), 13 Dec (AFS); AlmondM (Lake Co) (20), 6 Dec (SDB); RendL-F
(20), 17 Dec (DMK); LVerm (16), 1 Jan (SDB, PAM); KLMSNA (14), 23
Feb (CD, PD); ClearL (13), 9 Dec (RGB, SNB); Wilmington Dam (Will
Co) (12), 14 Jan (JBH); BangsL, Wauconda (Lake Co) (8), 13 Dec (BIS);
LZurich (Lake Co) (7), 13 Dec (BIJS); Gillson Pk (Wilmette, Cook Co) (6),
23 Dec (WSG, DP); Chi (4; &, 39), 25 Dec (KIM, JRG, m.ob.); HLCA
(7), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); MissR (Whiteside Co) (5), 20 Dec (KJM, DA,
MBr); QC (3), 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); WinthropH (2),
28 Jan (KAM).
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Common Merganser

MC: 800, MissR (Whiteside & Rock Island Cos), 13 Jan (KIM); 600,
Chi (BurnhamH), 27 Jan (DFS); 540, ClearL, 3 Feb (RGB, SNB); 421,
MissR (Carroll & Whiteside Cos), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); 400,
Emiquon, 7 Jan (KAM); 200, CarlL-C, 14 Jan (DMK); 70, PRKWA, 29
Jan (TJD). Others: HennepinL (540), 29 Dec (DFS); LRen (400), 26 Feb
(JAS); LCal (294), 1 Feb (WIM); LaSalle (240), 4 I'eb (BC); ClintonL
(232), 27 Jan (MEF); WinthropH (230), 27 Jan (EWW); Saganashkee SI
(Cook Co) (211 & 180), 6 Feb & 18 Dec (AFS & WJIM m.ob. resp); MissR
(Rock Island Co) (80), 14 Jan (KJM); Heidecke Lk (G| undy Co) (40), 22
Dec (AFS, APS); MissR (Mercer Co) o

(30), 15 Jan (KJM); LostMound (29),
16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Skokie Lagoons
(Cook Co) (21), 24 Decc (WSG, DP);
ShabbonaL SP (DeKalb Co) (20), 26
Feb (NB); Jasper (12), 8 Dec (CLIT);
LVerm (3®), 1 Jan (SDB, PAM),
EForkL (2), 11 Dec (CLH); HL, 19
Feb (FRH).

Red-Dbreasted Merganser

MC: 499, Chi, 25 Dec (KJM, JRG,
m.ob.); 130, IBSP, 2 Feb (EWW);
61, ClintonL, 2 Dec (MEF); 40,
Charleston (Coles Co), 4 Dec (EWW);
37, RendL-F, 11 Dec (KAM); 12,
CarlL-C, 18 Dec (DMK); Others:
LCal (112), 3 Jan (WJM); Montrose
(38), 2 Jan (ND); WinthropH (20),
28 Jan (KAM); Emiquon (20), 7 Jan
(KAM); CBG (15), 15 Dec (AFS),
NWU (15), 23 Dec (AFS); Chau (8), 9 Dec (RGB, SNB); EForkL (73),
21 Feb (CLH); ShabbonaL SP (DeKalb Co) (4), 26 I'eb (NB); StarvedRock
(2), 22 Jan (BC); MissR (Adams Co) (2), 28 Feb (AGD); QC (ad &), 18
Dec (*BLB, CB, MBr); MissR (Whiteside Co) (ad 7'),2 0 Dec (*KJIM, DA,
MBr); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (), 26 Jan (JBH); LShel-M, 2 Jan (SDB,
GSL, PAM, RK); NewtonL (Jasper Co), 23 Dec (fide IWW); Ark (Q), 27
Dec (KIM).

Ruddy Duck

MC: 1,200, CarlL-C, 20 Feb (DMK); 1,038, Chau, 9 Dcc (RGB, SNB);
250, MissR (Carroll & Whiteside Cos), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); 170,
Lebanon (St. Clair Co), 4 Dec (EWW); 86, Emiquon, 8 Jan (LLH). Others:
RendL (80), 11 Dec (KAM); ClintonL (56), 9 Dec (MEF); HL (50), 8 Jan
(KAM); Skokie Lagoons (Cook Co) (37; 83), 24 Dec (WSG, DP); MissR,
LostMound (18), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); BangsL, Wauconda (Lake Co) (12),
7 Dec (BJS, NM, PP); MissR (Rock Island Co) (5), 18 Dec (KIM, SBH,
CDM, JLM, m.ob.); MissR (Adams Co) (5), 28 Feb (AGD); ShabbonaL
SP (DeKalb Co) (4), 14 Jan (DIS); RockCut (3), 12 Dec (DTW); LCal (3),
12 IFeb (WIM); Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); WinthropH (9), 25-30 Jan (EWW).
Northern Bobwhite

MC: 10, Mercer, 3 Jan (SBH); 10, Jasper, 23 Dec (fide JWW); 8, Car]L-C,
10 Dec-4 Feb (DMK); 7, Edhwards, 24 I'eb (RES). Others: Rock Island, 4
Jan (RRB, JSg, HA); RendL-J, 25 Jan (KAM).

Gray Partridge

Once again, no reports and likely extirpated from Illinois.

Ring-necked Pheasant

MC: 59, Urbana (Champaign Co), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); 106, CarlL,
27 Dec (KAM); 12, RendL, 25 Jan (KAM); 5, GreenR, 24 Dec (KIM); 3,
LShel-S, 2 Jan (DMK). Others: KankakeePks (3), 7 Dec (JBH); ClintonL
(3), 18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); Aurora West FP & Aurora (Kane Co), 17
Dec & 22 Jan (AA & Y1 resp); Nachusa, 18 Dec (EWW); Mercer, 15 Dec
(CDM JLM) GLPSNA, 5 Feb (JIN, JAS, KML); Perry, 28 Feb (RES).

it

28, Pleg M, 7 Feb (RES, CLH); 18, PrRdg-J, 22 Feb (RES).

Wild Turkey

MC: 128, LaSalle, 21 Jan (JAS); 54, Jasper, 23 Dec (fide JIWW); 50,
Richland, 16 Jan (CLH); 48, St. Clair, 29 Jan (TID); 45, Erienna Twp
(Grundy Co), 22 Dec (AFS, APS); 43, Knox, 6 Jan (LLI1); 27, QC, 18
Dec (KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.). Others: Mercer (43), 15 Dec (KIM,
SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); UCCA (41), 29 Dec (KIM); Wabash (37), 7 Dec
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Red-throated Lnon Montrese,
Coolc County. 25 December 2011.
Photo by Robert Hughes.

(RES); Vermilion (30), I Jan (MPW, GSL, MML); Jo Daviess(25), 17 Dec
(BJS); Whiteside & Rock Island (24),22 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); CarlL (22),
27 Dec (KAM); Rekfd (21), 28 Feb (DTW); Erienna Twp (Grundy Co)
(20), 17 Jan (REF et al.); Beaverville Twp (iroquois Co) (19), 1 Jan (JBI-I);
Edwards (19), 26 Jan (RES); Winnebago (17),29 Feb (DTW); Adams (17),
28 Feb (AGD); RendL (16), 11 Dec (KAM); HeideckeL (Grundy Co) (15),
11 Dec (EWW); Rock Island (13), 26 Dec (CDM, JLM, n1r.ob.); Carroll
(12), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); Henry (12), 10 Dec (KIM); Bureau
(6), 22 Jan (EWW); MiddleforkR areas (Vermilion Co) (5), 1 Jan (MML);
Madison (5), 6 Jan (KAM).

Red-throated Loon

MC: 4, Wauk, 18 Feb (NG et al.); 3
(ad, 2 unk) & 2, IBSP & IBSP (No.
Unit), WinthropH & IBSP (No. Unit),
2 & 3 & 17 Feb> (*EWW:ph & AlFS
& EGresp). Others: Montrose, 25 Dec
(RDH:ph); LSpfldCarlL-C (imm), 27-
31 Dec (*DMK:ph, KAM); EForkL
(imm), 3-14 Dec(*CLH,MSS, EWW).
Pacific Loon

IBSP  (imm), 31 Jan (*EWW);
ClintonL, 18-22 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK,
PAM).

Common Loon

MC: || & 6, ClintonL, 2 & 18 Dec
(MEF & SDB, PAM resp); 6, RendL-F
& 4, RendL-J, 17 Dec & 17 Feb
(DMK & BD resp). 4, CarlL-C, 3
Dec (DMK); 4, Ark, 27 Dec (KIM).
Others: Lake Zurich (Lake Co) (3), 4 Dec (CSF); Lake Forest beach (Lake
Co) (2), 4 Dec (BIS); EForkL (2), 5 Dec (CLI-I); Chau (2), 9 Dec (RGB,
SNB); RockCut, 12 Dec (DTW); WinthropI-l, 24 Jan (BIS); IBSP, 1 Jan
(BIS, ISS); SterlingL (Lake Co), 28 Dec (AFS); DiamondL, Mundelein
(Lake Co), 7-11 Dec (BIS, NM,PP, JRS); Heidecke Lk (Grundy Co), 22
Dec (AFS, APS); SpoonL (Knox Co), 11 Dec (MJB); AndersonL (Fulton
Co), 29 Dec (TWd, CDn); Spfld, 18 Dec (HDB); HL, | Dec-26 Feb (FRH).
Pied-billed Grebe

MC: 806, CarlL, 4 Dec (EWW); 49 & 39 & 30, ClintonL, 2 & 18 Dec & 19
Feb (MEF & SDB, GSL, RK & GSL resp); 19, RendL, 17 Dec (KAM); 16,
Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); 11, Hennepink, 8 Dec (DFS); 8, Chau, 23 Dec (RGB,
SNB); 8, NewtonL (Japer Co), 23 Dec (JWW, SDB, PAM et al.); 6, LCal,
22 Jan (WJM, CDH). Others: KinkL (11), | Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); HLCA
(6; 3 & 3),28 Dec (SDB, PAM & KIM resp); UCCA (6), 29 Dec (SDB,
PAM); Goose Lake Twp (Grundy Co)(2), I Jan (JAS); BraidwoodL (Will
Co) (3), 10 Dec, w/2 there 25 Feb (JBH); Emiquon (2), 26 Dec (LLH);
LShel-M (2), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); SterlingL (Lake Co), 4 Dec
(BJS); Wauk, 7 & 28 Dec (AFS); BangsL (Lake Co), 13 Dec(BJS); RockRR
(Whiteside Co), 24 Dec (KIM); Chi, 25 Dec (KJM, JRG, m.ob.); Rock Run
Rookery FP (Will Co), 23 Dec ~ 1 Jan (JAS, DFS); KSRA, | Jan (SDB,
PAM); HL, 8 Jan<(FRH).

Horned Grebe

MC: 60, CarlL-C, 26 Dec (DMK); 50, ClintonL, 2 Dec (MEF); 23,
Charleston (Coles Co), 4 Dec (EWW); S, EForkL, 8 Dec (CLI-I); 7,
BangsL, Wauconda (Lake Co), 7 Dec (BIJS, NM, PP); S & 4, Wauk, 3-7
Dec, but 2 there 20 & 28 Dec (AFS, BIS); 5, RendL-F, 17 Dec (KAM,
DMK). Others: Spfld (5), 18 Dec (HDB); Chi (BelmontH) (4), 6 Jan
(AFS); Jasper (4), 23 Dec (fide JWW); Ark (2), 27 Dec (KIM); LZurich
(Lake Co) (2), 7 Dec (BJS, NM, PP); Independence Grove FP (Lake Co),
29 Feb (JSS); WhalonL, 23-24 Dcc (JAS); LCal, 15-17 Dec (WIM); Chau,
I- 23 Dec (RGB, SNB); LCharleston (Colcs Co), 20 Jan (RB); HL, 8 Jan<
(FRH, KAM).

Red-necked Grebe

Chi (Monroel), 11-25 Dec (RDH:ph, KIM, JIE:ph, m.ob.); ClintonL, 9
Dec (MEF:ph); LCharleston (Coles Co), 20-23 Jan (RB:ph, DTW, SR ct
al.); HL, 8 Jan< (IFRH, KAM); PRKWA, 12-18 Feb (TJD); CarlL-C, 10
Dec (DMK).

WESTERN GREBE

CarlL-C, 11-24 Dec (DMK).
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Double-crested Cormorant

MC: 253, RendL, 17 Dec (KAM); 104, BraidwoodL (Will Co), 7 Feb
(JBH); 70 (flying southwest), Rekfd (Greenwood Cem), 17 Feb (JL); 30,
CarlL-C, 16 Jan (DMK); 24, Chau, 1 Dec (RGB, SNB); 34, Rock Run
Rookery FP (Will Co), 1 Jan (DFS); 8, MissR (Adams Co), 28 Feb (AGD);
4, MissR (Rock Island Co), I8 Dcc (KJM, SBI, CDM, JLM, m.ob.).
Others: LCal (5), 17 Dec-22 Jan (WJM, CDH); MissR (Carroll Co) (2),20
Dce (KJM, DA, MBr); MissR (Mercer Co) (2), 15 Dec (KJM, SBH, MBr,
LCM, m.ob.); ClintonL (2), 18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); Randolph (2), 4 Feb
(KAM); Wauk (ad), 3-7 Dec (AFS, BJS); NWU, 23 Dec (AFS); Chi (Navy
Pier), 5 Jan (SJH); RockR (Whiteside Co), 24 Dcc (AT, ET); Emiquon
(ThompsonL), 29 Dec (TWd, CDn); Spfid, 18 Dec (HDB); HL, 1 Dec-19
Feb (FRH); EForkL, 13 Dec (CLH).

American White Pelican

MC: 3,000, CarlL-C, 25 Feb (DMK); 310, MissR (St. Clair Co), 24 Dec
(EWW); 125 & “lots”, Emiquon, 1 Jan & 21 Feb (LLH & MI resp); 54,
Chau, 6 Jan (RGB, SNB); 40, Madison, 15 Dec (CLH). Others: NelsonL
(Kane Co) (25), 18 Feb (BSz); Wayne & Richland (5), 26 Feb> (CLH),
BaldwinL (4), 22 Jan (TJD); HennepinL (2 & 1), 3 & 29 Dec (BC & DFS
resp); Chann (injured bird), 8 Dec — 18 Feb (JAS, DFS, CDH, AFS et al.);
MissR (Rock Island Co), 18 Dec (*BLB, CB, MBr); MissR (Mercer Co),
15 Dec (IKJM, *SBH, MBr, LCM); TaylorvilleL (Christian Co), 1 Jan
(CAT, TLK); L, 29 Jan-22 Feb (FRH).

Great Blue Heron

MC: 120, CarlL-C, 16 Jan (DMK); 89, AmnBot, 23 Feb (CD, PD); 38,
Will, 26 Feb (JAS); 27, MissR (Adams Co), 26 Jan (AGD); 20, Chau,
23 Dec (RGB, SNB); 16, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.). Others:
RendL (22), 17 Dec (KAM); Quincy (Adams Co) (18), 22 Jan (PJR); Ark
(16), 27 Dec (KIM); Carroll & Whiteside (14), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr,
m.ob.); Jasper (14), 23 Dec (JWW etal.); Mercer (13), 15 Dec (KIM, SBH,
MBr, LCM, m.ob.); Alexander (11), 28 Dec (KJM); Rock Run Rookery
FP (Will Co) (9), 5 Feb (VS); Danville (Vermilion Co) (9), 1 Jan (BS, JR);
Emiquon (8), 8 Jan (LLH); UCCA(6), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); OakBot (4), |
Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); FILCA (3), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); AndalSl (3), 26 Dec
(KIM, CAT); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (3 & 2), 8 Dec & 14 Jan resp (JBH);
Rekfd (2), 19 Dec (DTW); Glenview (Techny Basin, Cook Co) (2), 6 Jan
(KWQG).

Great Egret

Chann 23 Dec-10 Jan (JAS, DFS, AFS); Lockport (Will Co) (same bird as
previous rccord?), 8 Jan (JP); AnmBot, 23 Feb (CD, PD).

Black-crowned Night-Heron

Chi (So. Pond) (3 juv), 6 Jan & 8-21 Feb (JPn & AFS et al. resp); Chi
(Humboldt Pk), 16 Dec(SBB); HL, 23 Jan-29 Feb (FRH).

Black Vulture

MC: 10, Johnson, 30 Jan (KAM); 8, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 6,
Pope, 26 Dec (TJD); 6, Massac, 30 Dec (JIN, JAS, THy). Others: Union
(5), 29 Dec (KJM); OakBot (4), 1 Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); Pulaski (3), 30 Jan
(KAM).

Turkey Vulture

MC: 240, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 110, Red Hills SP (Lawrence
Co), 10 Dec (CLH); 45, Echvards, 10 Feb (RES); 35, CarlL-C, S Feb
(DMK). Others: Pulaski (24), 28 Dec (JAS, JIN); Richland (20), 12 Dec
(CLH); Union (19), 29 Dec (KIM); OakBot (11), I Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ);
Johnson (10), 30 Jan (KAM); MermetL (9), 30 Jan (KAM); TaylorvilleL
(Christian Co) (7), 1 Jan (CAT, TLK); Effingham (7), 12 Feb (KAM);
Kinmundy (Marion Co) (6), 12 Feb (KAM); Belleville (St. Clair Co) (6), 4
Feb> (TID); Monroe (6), 10 Dec< (TJD); Vermilion (S), 1 Jan (MJE, BS,
JR); Pope (5),30 Jan (KAM); Rekfd (3), 27 Feb (DTW); CBG (3),27 Feb
(AFS); LBloomington & Ewing Pk (3) (McLean Co), 31 Jan (APC & LA
resp); Lake Villa (Lake Co) (2), 26 Feb (RBs); Urbana (2), 24 Feb (CKA);
Jasper (2), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Ridott Twp (Stephenson Co), 9 Feb
(SDB); Marengo (McHenry Co), 15 Dec (KML); Downers Grove (DuPage
Co),2 Feb (REF); Chi (Rainbow Beach), 18 Feb (AFS); Hennepin (Putnam
Co), 29 Dec (DFS); LaSalle, 15 Feb> (BC); Kankakee, 26 Feb (JBH); 1L,
19 Feb> (FRH).

Bald Eagle

MC: 202 (61 ad,141 iimm), Mason, 3 Feb (RGB, SNB); 183 (120 ad,54
imm, 9 unk), MissR (Rock Island Co), 14 Jan (IKIM); 157 (45 ad,43 imm,
69 unk), AnmBot, 20 Jan (CD, PD); 144 (79 ad, 57 imm, 8 unk), MissR
(Whiteside & Rock Island Cos), 13 Jan (KJM); 121 (77 ad,15 inwm, 29
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unk), Mercer, 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 50, CarlL-C,
12 Feb (DMK). Others: L&D 13 (Whitesidc Co) (140), 27 Jan (ASt);
MissR, LostMound (48; 21 ad, 27 imm), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Emiquon
(ThompsonL) (44), 17 Jan (MI); Peoria (42), 24 Jan (TRE); MissR (Adams
Co) (31;25ad,6imm), 31 Jan (AGD); Whiteside & Lee (21; | 1 ad, S imm,
5 unk), 24 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); Spfld (21), 18 Dec (HDB ct al.); St. Clair
(20), 9 Feb (KAM); StarvedRock (26), 21 Jan (ND); Vermilion (14; 9 ad,
5 imm), 1 Jan (SDB, m.ob); Jasper (12; 4 ad, 8 imm), 23 Dcc (JWW, SDB
et al); OakBot (10; imm), 1 Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); RendL (7; 5 ad, 2 inun),
17 Dec (KAM); UCCA (9; 6 ad, 3 imim), 29 Dcc (SDB, PAM); Alexander
(7; 4 ad, imm, 2 unk), 28 Dec (I<IM); Ridott Twp (Stephenson Co) (6; 3
ad, 3 imm), 6 Jan (SDB); Hcidecke Lk (Grundy Co) (5), 22 Dec (AFS,
APS); ClintonL (5), 18 Dec & 19 Feb (MEF & GSL resp); Wayne (5), 14
Feb (RES); RockCul (4; 2 ad, 2 imm), 25Feb (DTW, BCW); EForkL (4),
all winter (CLH); Echvards (4), 31 Dec (RES); Rekfd (3; 2 ad, imm), 5 Jan
(DTW, BCW); McHenry (3 ad), 28 Jan (KAM); Woodford (3 ad), 31 Dec
(KJM, TRE);LCal (2), 17 Dec & 15 Feb (WIM, SBB, CDH); KankakeePks
(2), 3 Jan (JBH); s. Mclean (2 imm), 19 Feb (APC, GI'Ir); Urbana (2), 18
Feb> (GSL); LShel-S (2 ad), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); Seward Bluf(s
FP (Winnebago Co) (ad), 6 Jan (SDB); Boone (ad), 8 Dcc (ATS, APS);
Lake Villa (Lake Co) (ad migrating north), 18 Feb (RBs); Fermi (ad), 9
Feb (PQ); Skokie Lagoons (Tower Rd, Cook Co) (imm), 11 Feb (SDB);
Oswego (Kendall Co) (ad), 25 Dcc (MR); Saganashkee S1 (Cook Co) (ad),
5 Jan (AFS, MLT); HennepinL (ad), 8 Dec (DFS); Ark (ad), 27 Dec (KIM).
Northern Harrier

MC: 20, CarlL-C, 11 Feb (DMK); 16 (6 ad &,7 ad @, 2 imm, & lunk),
Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); 13, Jasper, 23 Dec (fide JWW); 10, GLPSNA, 21 Jan
(JAS); 7, Fermi, 27 Jan (DSa); 7, Springbrook Pra FP (DuPage Co), 29 Jan
(JLS); 5 (4 ad 3,1 ad Q), Adams, 14 Jan (PIR, AMR); 4, LostMound, 16
Dec (EA, SDB et al.); 4, Glacial Pk (McHenry Co), 4 Jan (RAM); 4, Bartel
Grasslands (CookCo), 11 Dec (SDB);4 (1ad &, 3 imm), Chau, 3 Feb (RGB,
SNB). Others: RamseyL SP (Fayette Co) (4), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Four
Lakes FP (Winnebago Co) (3; imm, 2 unk), 15 Jan (DTW); Guzy Pothole
Wetlands NP (Shelby Co) (4), 1 Jan (CAT, TLK); Rock Island (3), 4 Jan
(CDM, JLM); Woodford/McLean (3), 11 Dec (MIW, TEB, THr); RendL-F
(3), 17 Dec (DMK); UCCA (3), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); Alexander (3;1 9,
2 unk), 28 Dcc (KIM); Carroll (2), 20 Dec (EA, RN); Sibley Grasslands
(Ford Co) (2), 11 Dec (EWW); Vermilion (2), 1 Jan (SDB); LShel-S (2), 2
Jan (DMK); KinkL (2), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, SI); Pulaski (2), 30 Jan (KAM).
Sharp-shinned Hawk

Seward Twp (Winnebago Co) (2), 21 Dec - 6 Jan (SDB); COLSP (2), 29
Jan (BIJS); Ogle (2), 18 Dec (DTW); GreenR (2), 24 Dec (KJM); New
Athens (St. Clair Co) (2; ad & imm), 4 Dec (TJD); HLCA (2), 28 Dec
(SDB, PAM); Rekfd, 28 Jan (KAM); KArb, 7 Jan (UWG, REF); Benton
Twp (Lake Co), 4 Dec (BIS); Lake Villa (Lake Co), 26 Feb (RBs);
Round Lake Beach (Lake Co), 22 Dec (BJS); Mundelein, 19 Dec (TA);
Libertyville (Lake Co), 24 Dec (EL); Lyons Wds FP (Lake Co) (ad), 21 Jan
(BJS); Mt. Carroll (Carroll Co) (ad ), 21 Jan (EWW); Forreston (Ogle
Co), 19 Jan (ASt); Round Grove (Whiteside Co), 17 Dec (EWW); Batavia
(Kane Co), 17 Dec (EES); Rock Island (ad), 22 Dec (KIM, LB); Henry
(?), 13 Dec (KIM); Mercer, 3 Jan (KJM, MBr); Kankakee (Whispering
Willows Pk), 22 Feb (JBH); KankakeePks, 20 Feb (JBH); Kankakee (yard),
18 Jan — 6 Feb (JBH); Beaverville Twp (Iroquois Co), 1 Jan (JBH); Chau, 6
Jan (RGB, SNB); Urbana (Champaign Co), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); KCP,
| Jan (MJE); PrRdg-J, 16 Feb (CLH), Madison, 2 Jan (KAM); CarlL-F,
15 Jan (TAM, DMK); EForkL, 13 & 29 Dec & 14 Jan (CLI1); Chauncey
Marsh (Lawrence Co), 22 Dec (CLH); Belleville (St. Clair Co), 29 Dec
(KAM); Lively Grove (Washington Co), 10 Dec (TJD); RendL, 17 Dec
(KAM); Sam DaleL SWA (Wayne Co), 11 Feb (CLH); Bellmont (Wabash
Co), 24 Jan (CLH); Union,29 Dec (SDB, PAM); MermetL, 30 Jan (KAM).

Cooper’s Hawk

MC: 13, Jasper, 23 Dec (JWW et al.); 4, QC, 18 Dec (TM, BL, m.ob.); 3,
Batavia (Kane Co), 17 Dec (EES); 3, Lee, 24 Dec (KIM, JLM); 3, Peoria,
24 Jan (TRE); 3, CarlL-C, 18 Dec (DMK); Others: Mundelein (2 @ yard
feeder), 9 Dec (TA); Ogle (2), 18 Dec (DTW); Rock Island (2; ad,1unk), 26
Dec (KJM, CAT, m.ob.); Beaverville Twp (Iroquois Co) (2), | Jan (JBH);
Bushnell (McDonough Co) (2; ad &, imm &), all winter (LLH); Jasper
(2), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Macdison (2), 9 Dec (KAM); German Valley
(Stephenson Co), 21 Dec (SDB); Seward Twp (Winnebago Co) (ad), 6 Jan
(SDB); Boone, 8 Dec (AFS, APS); Zion (Lake Co) (ad), 5 Dec (EWW);
Carroll, 20 Dec (IC(JM, DA, MBr); Nachusa (ad), 18 Dec (EWW); Henry,
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Leucistic Red-tailed Hawk. Channahon,
Will County. 10 December 2011.
Photo by Steve Huggins.

3 Jan (KJM, MBr); Swansea (St. Clair Co), 24 Jan
(TID); Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); Jackson, 1 Jan (KIM,
VLg, SJ); ILCA, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM).
Northern Goshawk

Chi (imm), 14 Jan (RE, AFS); Normal (McLean
Co) (imm), 19 Feb (GHr).

Red-shouldered Hawk

MC: 15 & 14, UCCA (different birds), 29 Dec
(KIM & SDB, PAM rcsp); 12, Alexander, 28 Dec
(KJM); 7, OakBot, | Jan (KIJM, VLg, SJ). Others:
Van Patten Wds FP (Lake Co) (ad), 26 Feb (JSS);
LBloomington (McLean Co) (juv), 23 Jan (BMy);
Vermilion (5), 1 Jan (GSL, MJE, PAM); CarlL-C
(5), 5 Feb (DMK); Wayne (5), Ll Feb (CLH);
Pulaski (4), 28 Dec (JAS, JIN); Ark (3), 27 Dec (KIM); Johnson (3), 30
Jan (KAM); Bureau (2), 15 Dec (BC, TW); Jasper, 23 Dec (fide JIWW);
Richland (2), 18 Feb (CLH); RendL-F (2), 17 Dec (DMK); Sugar River
FP (Winncbago Co), 7 Dcc (ASt); GreenR, 24 Dec (KIM); DuPage, 18
Dec (JIN, GAW, EWn); Park Ridge (Cook Co) (ad), 1-25 Feb (JWL ct al.);
QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBEI, CDM, JLM); Rock Island (ad), 14 Jan (KIM);
Bushnell (McDonough Co) (ad), 28 Dec (LLH); Normal (McLean Co)
(imm), 19 Feb (*GHr:ph); Spfid, 18 Dec (HDB).

Red-tailed Hawk

MC: 68, Woodford & Mcl.ean, 5 T'eb (MEF); 47, Rock Island, 4 Jan
(CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 40, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.);
36 (1 “Krider’s”), Mercer, 15 Dec (CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 20, CarlL-C,
5,11-12 Feb (DMK); 19, Clinton, 14 Jan (KAM). Others: s. Mclean
(26), 19 Feb (APC, GHr); Tazewell (25), 20 Jan (APC, MIW); Carroll &
Whiteside (21), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); Whiteside & Lee (19),
24 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); Henry (14), 10 Dcc (KIM); LaSalle (14), 18
Dec (BC, DIS); Urbana (Champaign Co) (12),
17 Pec (SDB, GSL, RK); RendL (12), 17 Dec
(KAM); Whiteside & Rock Island (11), 22 Dcc
(KJM, LB, m.ob.); Wooclford (11), 31 Dec (KIM,
TRE); Jasper (9), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Ark (9),
27 Dec (IKJM). Other forms: (“dark phasc™) -
Chi (2), 25 Dec (KJM, IRG, m.ob.); Knox (2),
10 Dec (KIM); Jackson (2), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg,
SJ); L.Shel-S (2), 2 Jan (DMK); McDonough,
17 Dec (LLEFD); Fulton, 30 Jan (LLH); Morton
Twp (Tazewell Co) (rufous morph), 18-22 Dec
(DS, KBR); Normal (McLean Co) (“pale morph
Harlan’s™), 24 Dec (MLPR); Belleville (St. Clair
Co.), 15 Jan (KAM); Alexander (dark, blackish
“Western™), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); De Wit
(ad ““calurus”), 16 Dec (*MEF:ph); Piaff (ad
“calurus”), 8 Jan (*MEF:ph); SouthFarms (ad
rufous “calurus”), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL:ph, RK);
IMoodford (ad “THarlan’s”), 18 Jan (*MEI[:ph); Normal (McLcan Co) (imm
“Harlan’s™), 20 Dec-17 Jan (*BMy, ph); Adams, 21 Jan (KIM); Woodford
(“Krider’s”), S Feb (*MEF:ph); Fulton (“Krider’s”), 9 Feb (LLH). Albino
— Chann, 10 Dcc (SJIH:ph).

Rough-legged Hawk

MC: 4 (2 “light phase,” 2 “dark phasc”), Clinton & Fayette, 11 Fcb
(DMK); 3, Carroll, 20 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); 3, e. LaSalle, 17 Jan (REF et
al.); 3, McDonough & Fulton, 17 Dec (LLH). Others: COLSP (“light” &
“dark” phase), 29 Jan (BIS); RollinsSav (“light” & “dark” phase), 16 Jan
(PP); Whiteside & Lee (2),24 Dec (DA, DHh, KIM); Rock Island (2), 4 Jan
(KJM, MBr, m.ob.); HenacpinL (2; light & dark morphs), 29 Dec (DFES);
Mackinaw SF&WA (“light” & “dark” phase), 28 Jan (MIW); DeWitt (2),
9 Dec (MEF); Winnebago (“dark phase™), 17 Dec-26 Jan (DTW); Rekfd,
24 Jan (DTW); Pleasant Valley FP (Mclenry Co.), 29 Jan (ADF); IBSP,
26-29 Jan (EWW); Singing Hills I'P (Lake Co), IS Jan (BIS); HennepinL,
8 Dec (DFS); Mercer, 1S Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr, LCM); Livingston, 29
Jan (KAM); McLean, 7 Jan (KAM); Fulton (“dack phasc™), 15 Jan (LLH);
Chau,20Jan (RGB, SNB); no. Vermilion, 1 Jan (GSL); Arcola (Douglas Co)
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Adult Golden Eagle. Yorkville,
Kendall County. 11 December 2011.
Photo by Larry Granat.

‘\ |

Juvenile ‘Harlan's’ Red-tailed Hawk.
Normal, McLean County. 20 December 201 1.
Photo by Matt Fraker:

fl

(“dark phase”), 12 Feb (KAM); HL (“dark phase”), 19 Feb (*EWW:ph.);
CarlL, 14 Jan (KAM); Richland, 17 Dec & 6 Jan (RES, CLH).

Golden Eagle

Hanover Biuff (Jo Daviess Co) (ad), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Kinnikinnick
Crk CA (Boone Co) (ad), 28 Dec (MAM, APS); Antioch (Lake Co), 27
[Feb (DAL); Chief Shabbona FP (DeKalb Co) (ad), 26 Fcb (DIJS); MissR
(Whiteside Co) (imm), 22 Dec (*EA, RN); MissR, L&D 13 (ad), 17 Dec
(BJS); Yorkville (Kendall Co) (ad), [l Dec
(LG:ph); Maine Twp (Grundy Co) (ad), 10 Dec
(SJH); Mercer (ad), 15 Dec (*KIM, SBH, MBr,
LCM); Chau (imm & ad), 20 Jan & 19 Fcb (RGB,
SNB & KBR resp); MissR (Adams Co) (ad), 27
Jan (AGD); CarlL-F (ad), 12 Feb (MSS, MS).
Virginia Rail

Hidden Lake FP (DuPage Co) (2), 7-15 Dec, w/
one present 18 Dec (PAM et al.); UCCA (3), 29
Dcc (SDB, PAM). As has become the norm for
Lhe past ten years or morc, a small cattail marsh in
extreme southern Illinois once again produced at
Icast one specics of rail, which readily responded
to taped calls at closc range. Members of (his
group are very much overlooked by the filinois
birding community, and would likely be feund
in the winter throughout the state with careful
searching in appropriate habilat.

Sora

Hidden Lake FP (DuPage Co), 7-15 Dec (PAM), UCCA, 29 Dec (SDB,
PAM).

American Coot

MC: 1,291, HL, 26 Fcb (FRH); 1,000, HenncpinL, 8 Dec (DFS); 902,
HLCA, 28 Dec (IKJM); 800, Chann, 18 [eb (JAS); 446, ClintonL, 27 Jan
(MEF); 373, Emiquon, 8 Jan (LLH); 72, Indepcndence Grove FP (Lake
Co), 26 Fcb (AFS); 52 & 40, Wauk, 3 & 7 Dccresp (AFS); 51, BangsL
(Lakc Co), 13 Dec (BIS). Others: Ark (900), 27 Dec (I<JM); Chau (274),
1 Dec (RGB, SNB); KinkL (224), | Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); RendL (152), 17
Dec (KAM); CarlL-C (80), 26 Dec (DMK); MermetL (75), 30 Jan (KAM);
Shabbona Lake SP (DeKalb Co) (60), 10 Dec (DIJS); LCal (46), 29 Jan
(WIM, JDk); CONWR (40), 30 Jan (KAM); Oakhurst FP (Kane Co) (36),
16 Dec (AA); River Bend FP (Champaign Co) (“several dozen” & 24), 29
Jan & 17 Feb (CL & EJC resp); LZurich (Lake Co0) (26), 7 Dec (BJS,NM,
PP); MissR (Whiteside Co) (20), 13 Jan (KIM); Heidecke Lk (Grundy Co)
(20), 22 Dec (AFS, APS); LShel-M (19), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK);
BraidwoodL (Will Co) (14), 8 Dcc (JBH); Chi (12), 25 Dec (IKIM, JRG,
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Least Sandpipers with Killdeer. Carlyle
Lake, Clinton County. 21 January 2012.
Photo by Dan Kassebaum.

m.ob.); ShabbonaL SP (DeKalb Co) (7), 14 Jan (DIS);
Elburn FP (Kane Co) (6), 2 Dcc (DJS); Kankakee Dam
(5 & 4),9 Dec & 2 Jan resp (JBI-]); UCCA (3), 29 Dec
(PAM); Urbana, 13 Dec (DLT); LVerm, | Jan (SDB,
PAM).

Sandhill Crane

MC: LU, Cook, 16 Dec {(JAS); 350,Glenview (Cook Co), 8 Dec (BIM);
200, Highland Park (Luke Co), 7 Dec (Karen Franks); 171, Wabush, 8 Feb
(RES); 100, Heron CP (Venmilion Co), 26 Feb> (BS}); 60, Ric/iland, 9 Jan
(CLH); 48, Edwards, 17 Feb (RES). Others: Spring Vailey NC {Cook Co)
(235 migrating north/northwest), 17 Feb (ABA); Batavia (FoxR, Kane
Co) (200), 16 Dec (KLd); Woodridge (DuPage Co) (200), 9 Dec (Kelvin
Boyle); Marengo Ridge FP (McHenry Co) (150), 16 Dec (KML); CBG
(110), 8 Dec (EDB); South Elgin (Kane Co) (100; flying south), 13 Jan
(JLg); Kinnikinnick Crk CA (Boone Co) (97), 8 Dec (AFS, APS); MArb
(87), 18 Dec (RAM, ALM, JPL); Elgin (Kane Co) (80), 6 Dec (DH); Blull
Spring Fen NP (Cook Co) (75+), 25 Dec (RH); Batavia (Kane Co) (60;
flying south), 2 Jan (UWG); Oakhurst FP (Kane Co) (45), 16 Dec (AA);
Naperville (DuPage Co) (42 migrating north), 17 Feb (MAM); Sweeney
Wds NP (McLean Co) (40), 23 Feb (APC); LCal (WolfL) (37 flying south),
21 Feb (WIM); PrRdg-J (35), 7 Jan (CLI1), Kankakee (31), 6 Dec (JBH);
Algonquin (McHenry Co) (25), 7 Jan (ADF); Big Rock FP (Kane Co)
(19 migrating north), 19 Feb (JH); CBG (18 flying south), 22 Feb (AFS);
Chi (Hegewisch) (17 flying north), 17 Feb (WJM); QC (10), 18 Dec
(*KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM); Wayne (10), 22 Jan (RES); Nygren Preserve
(Winnebago Co) (6), 17 Dec (DTW); Carroll (5), 20 Dec (*EA, RN);
Aurora (Kane Co) (4 on ground), 17 Dec (AA et al.); St. Anne (Kankakce
Co) (4), 25 Dec (BR); Rock Island (3), 22 Dec (*KJM, LB); Heron CP
(Vermilion Co) (2; breeding pr wintering), 1 Jan (BS, JR); Crystal Lake
(Lippold Pk) (McHenry Co), 5 Feb (AFS, APS); GLPSNA, 5 Feb (JIN,
JAS,KML).

Killdeer

MC: 154, ClintonL., 2 Dec (MEF); 103, I¥ayne, 28 Dec (RES); 81, UCCA,
29 Dec (SDB, PAM); 80, CarlL-C, 5 Feb (DMK); 8, Carroll, 20 Dec (EA,
RN). Others: Pulaski (58), 30 Jan (KAM); Edwards (53), 13 Jan (RES);
OakBot (24), 1 Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); St. Clair (19),25 Feb (TID); Lawrence
(15), 9 Jan (CLH); Massac (15), 30 Dec (JIN, JAS, THy); JP (14 migrating),
29 Feb (PRC); Wabash (10), 5 Jan (CLH); EForkL (9), 3 Jan (CLH); RendL
(9), 17 Dec (KAM); TaylorvilleL (Christian Co) (8), 1 Jan (CAT, TLK);
Jasper (8), 28 Dec (CLH); HL (8), 1 Jan (FRI); Alexander (6), 28 Dec
(KJIM); Marion (5), 12 Feb (KAM); Chau (4), 9 Dec (RGB, SNB); Quincy
(Adams Co) (4), 6 Jan (PIJR, AMR); Spfld (4), 18 Dcc (HDB); GreenR (3),
2 Feb> (DHh); LCal (2), 17 Dec (SBB, WIM); QC (2), 18 Dec (TM, BL,
m.ob.); Winfield Twp (“Pclla Ponds”, DuPage Co)(2), 3 Feb (AA); MissR
(Whiteside Co), 28 Jan (DTW); HiddenL FP (Du PageCo), 18 Dec & 26-
31 Jan (RAM, ALM, JPL & PAM, ATS resp); Rock Island, 4 Jan (CDM,
JLM); LaSalle, 25 Jan (BC); Keithsburg (Mercer Co), 15 Dec (KJM, SBH,
MBr, LCM); COLSP, 19 Feb (JSS); s. Mclean, 19 Feb (APC, GHr).
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Purple Sandpiper. Gillson
Wilmette, Cook County.
16 December 2011.
Photo by Eleonora di Liscia.

Spotted Sandpiper
ClintonL, 18-22 Dec (SDB, GSL:ph, RK:ph, PAM). Only the 6t winter
record for Illinois, all sincc 1997.

Greater Ycllowlegs
Wabash (5), 18 Dec (CLII).

Least Sandpiper

Wabash (4), 24 Jan (*CLH:ph., RES); CarlL-C (3), 21 Jan (*DMK:ph).
Purple Sandpiper

WinthropH, 1 Dcc & 12 Jan (AFS & DRD resp), but 2 there 31 Dcc(RDH).

Dunlin
7, ClintonL, 2 Dec (MEF).

Wilson’s Snipe

MC: 11, Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); 6, Perry, 28
Feb (RES); 5, MissR (Adams Co), 8 Dec (AGD);
5, PrRdg-M, 29 Feb (CLH, RES); 3, L&D 13
(Whiteside Co),27 Jan—17 Fcb (ASt); 3,L&D 13
(Whiteside Co), 14 Jan (ASt). Others: CarlL-C
(3), 21 Dec (DMK); St. Clair (2),25 Feb>(TID);
UCCA (2), 29 Dec (KJM); ButlerL (Libertyville,
Lake Co), 10 Jan (BJS); Fermi, 17 Dec & 22 Jan
(JAS, DSa); ClintonL, 18 Dec< (MEF).

American Woodcock

MC: 11, St. Clair, 29 Feb (TJD); 8, CarlL-C, 19
Feb (DMK). Others: New Columbia (Massac Co)
(4 peenting), 10-11 Dec (FKB); St. Charles (Kanc
Co) (3 displaying), 28 Feb (YJ); Woodford (3 peenting), 22 Feb (JM);
West Salem (Edwards Co) (3), 1 Feb (RES); Hamilton (3), 12 Feb (KAM);
Pomona (Jackson Co) (3 displaying), 6 Feb (RSR); DuPage, 26 Feb (JAS);
Kankakee (Whispering Willows Pk), 17 Feb (JBH).

Black-legged Kittiwake
Wilmette {Gilson Pk, Cook Co) (imm), 6 Dec (JK).

Park, ’
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Little Gull. Carlyle Lake, Clinton County.

21 January 2012.

Photo by Dan Kassebaum.

Bonaparte’s Gull

MC: 10,000, CarlL-C, | Jan (DMK); 164, ClintonL, 2 Dec (MEF); 85,
RendL, 17 Dec (KAM); 74, Jake Wolf [Fish Hatchery (Mason Co), 23 Dec
(RGB, SNB); LCal (3 ad), 22 Jan (WJM); Others: Central City (Marion
Co) (33), 4 Dec (EWW); Wabash (30), 26 Dec (CLH); LShel-M (4),2 Jan
(SDB, GSL,PAM, RK); WinthropI1 (2), 22 Jan (AFS et al.); MissR (Rock
Island Co), 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); Gridley Scwage
Plant (McLcan Co) & El Paso Sewage Lagoons (Woodford Co) (3), 5 Dec
(BMy); HL, 26 Jan> (FRH); NewtonL (Jasper Co), 23 Dec (fide JWW);
EForkL, 20 Dec (CLH).

LITTLE GULL

CarlL-C (ad), 16 Jan-7 Feb (*DMK:ph, *TBe:ph., KAM, m.ob.).
Franklin’s Gull

L&D 13 (Whiteside Co) (2), 4 Feb (ASt).
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MEW GULL

WinthropH (2"d), 13-21 Jan (BIS, AS, EG).

Ring-billed Gull

MC: 80.000, CarlL-C, 29 Jan (DMK); 5,000, HL, 3 Jan
(KAM); 2,910, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM,
m.ob.); 2,350, LShel-M, 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK);
1,750, ClintonL, 18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); 1,059, MissR
(Carroll & Whiteside Cos), 20 Dcc (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.);
524, Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE). Others: RendL (2,640), 17 Dec
(KAM); MissR (Rock Island Co) (750), 7 Dec (KIM); HennepinL (700),
29 Dec (DFS); LostMound (605), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); LaSalle (600), 25
Jan (BC); KLMSNA (512), 15 Jan (CD, PD); Mason (480), 3 Feb (RGB,
SNB); Goose Lake Twp (Grundy Co) (440), 1 Jan (JAS); Chi (403), 25 Dec
(IKIM, JRG, m.ob.); RockR (Whiteside Co) (247), 24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.);
Union (189), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); MissR (Whiteside & Rock Island Cos)
(175), 13 Jan (KJM); MissR (Mercer Co) (151), 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr,
LCM, m.ob.); NewtonL (slurry pond, Jasper Co ) (102), 23 Dec (SDB,
PAM); WinthropH (100), 24 Feb (EWW); LVerm (97), 1 Jan (SDB, PAM);
CokBot (67), I Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ).

California Gull

WinthropH (ad), 18 Jan (PAM, JWL etal.); Chi (Planetarium) (ad), 25 Dec
(JIE, KIM, JRG, m.ob.); Chi (Calumet Pk) (ad), 21 Jan (AAA:ph); L&D 13
(Whiteside Co) (ad), 6 Feb (KBR).

American Herving Gull

MC: 2,000, WinthvopH, 22 Jan & 11 Fcb (JAS, PAM & CAT resp);
800, LaSalle, 25 Jan (BC); 500, CarlL-C, 14-15 Jan (TAM, DMK); 100,
Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); 30, RendL-F, 17 Dec (DMK); 25, Chau,
| Dec (RGB, SNB). Others: Chi (695), 25 Dec (KIM, JRG, m.ob.);
MissR (Rock Island Co) (78), 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.);
MissR (Whitcside & Rock Island Cos) (50), 13 Jan (KIM); ClintonL (16),
27 Jan (MEF); MissR (Mcrcer Co) (10), 1S Dec (WAB, m.ob.); Rock R
(Whiteside Co) (7), 24 Dec (KJM); MissR (Whiteside Co) (6), 20 Dec
(KJM, DA, MBr); EForkL (3), 11 Feb (CLH); BraidwoodL (Will Co) (2),
31 Jan (JBH); Ark (2), 27 Dec (IKJM); LShel-S, 2 Jan (DMK).

Thayer’s Gull

MC: 11 (8ad, 214, 2 15t & 7 (3 ad, 4rth, 374, 20, 15t 26 & 18 Feb resp
(AAAetal); 4(2ad,2 18Y, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 6 Feb (KBR); 4 (ad,
3 unk), Chi, 25 Dec (KJM, JRG, m.ob.); 4 (2 ad,2 Ist), MissR (Rock Istand
Co), 20 Feb (DTW). Others: Chi (DiverseyH) (ad & 2“d), 11 Feb (GAW);
HeideckeL (Grundy Co) (2 imm), 22 Feb (REF et al.); LCal (1st), 12 Feb
(WIM); Woodford (ad), 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); MissR (Adams Co), 12 Feb
(PIR); CarlL-C (ad), 23 Dcc & 27-28 Jan (*DMK:ph, MS).

Iceland Gull

“Kumlien’s”: MC: 4 (ad), WinthropH, 26 Feb (AAA et al.). Others: MissR
(Rock Island Co) (2; ad & ISt), 20 Feb (DTW); IBSP (Sand Pond), 8 Jan
(EG); L&D 13 (Whiteside Co) (ad), 6 Feb (KBR); Chi (DiverseyH) (2 ad),
11 Fcb(GAW); L&D 14 (Rock Island Co) (154, 6 Feb (KBR).

Lesser Black-backed Gull

MC: 7 (4 ad, 2 2", 3tdy & 4 (2 ad, 15t 209), WinthropH, 26 & 12 Feb
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Thayers Gull.
Carlyle Lake,
Clinton County.
23 December
2011. Photo by
Dan Kassebaum.

California Gull.
Calumet Park,
Coolc County.

Photo by
Amar Ayyash.

Mew Gull (farthest left).

Noith Point Marina, Lake County.
16 January 2012.

Photo by Paul Sweet.

(AAA,AFSctal. & JSS resp). Others: RockCut (2;1ad, 1
3rd), 21 Feb (DTW), but ad there 19 & 26 Dec (LGB,
APS); CarlL-C (2 ad), 14 Jan (DMK); CandlewickL
(Boone Co) (ad), 23 Dec (DTW); ButlerL (Libertyville,
Lake Co) (ad), 18 Dec (NM); FoxR (Batavia, Kane Co) (ad), 26 Dcc (DL);
CBG, 16 Jan (MJH); L&D 13 (Whitesidc Co), 4-6 Feb (ASt, KBR); L&D
14 (Rock Island Co) (2nd), 6 Feb (KBR); Yorkville (Kendall Co) (ad), 21-
22 Jan (DJS, SAC); Chi, 25 Dec (KJM, JRG, m.ob.); LCal (ad), I Feb
(WIM); LaSalle, 25 Jan (BC); MissR (Adams Co), 12 Feb (PJR, AMR);
TaylorvilleLL (Christian Co) (ad), 1 Jan (CAT, TLK); LShcl-S (ad), 2 Jan
(DMK); HL, 26 Dec< (FRI-I); ClintonL, 18 Dec (MEF); RendL (ad), 11
Dcc-12 Feb (KAM).

Glaucous Gull

MC: 3 (ad, Ist, 31'd), WinthropH, 25 Feb (EWW); 3, MissR (Rock Island
Co), 18 Dcc (KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.). Others: Rock R (Whiteside
Co) (2; Ist), 24 Dec (KIM); Chi (MonroeH) (2“d), 2 Dec (AR, DFS); Chi
(BelmontH) (ISt-2“d), 16 Dcc (JIE); Chi, 25 Dec (KJM, JRG, m.ob.); LCal
(2; ad & imm), 12 Feb (WIM); HeideckeL (Grundy Co) (imm), 22 Feb
(REF ct al.); Eastport Marina (East Peoria, Tazcwell Co), 8 Jan (PF); HL,
17 Dec (FRH); CarlIL-C (Ist), 11 Dec (*DMK:ph).

Great Black-backed Gull

MC: 5 (4ad, 1 2nd), LCal, 12 Feb (WIM). Others: WinthropH 4 (2 ad,
18t 2nd), 22 Jan & 11 Feb (AFS & BJS, CAT resp); IBSP (Sand Pond)
0y, 8 Tan (EG).

Rock Pigeon

MC: 742, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 715, LaSalle, 18
Dec (BC, DIS); 409, Champaign-Urbana, 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); 150,
CarlL-C, 21 Dec (DMK); 100, Mercer, 15 Jan (KIM); 80, RamscyL SP
(Fayette Co), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); 52, Woodford, 31 Dcc (KIM, TRE).
Others: Whiteside & Lee (474), 24 Dcc (AT, ET, m.ob.); Cook (300), 18
Dec (WIM, SBB, CDH); Whiteside & Rock Island (280), 13 Jan (KIM);
Rock Island (114), 4 Jan (CDM, JLM, m.ob.); Carroll & Whiteside (92),20
Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); s e Stephenson & sw Winnebago (46), 6 Jan (SDB);
KankakeePks (32), 7 Dec (JBH); Henry (30), 10 Dec (KIM); Adams (30),
21 Jan (KIM).

LEurasian Collared-Dove

MC: 60, CarlL-C, 4 Dec (DMK); 42, Cutler (Perry Co), 27 Dec (KIM);
34, Union, 29 Dec (SDB, el al.); 30, Marshall, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); 21,
Carrell, 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr); 16, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 10
Jan (LLH). Others: Cordova (Rock Island Co) (14), 22 Dec (KIM, LB);
German Valley (Stephenson Co) (11), 21 Dcc (SDB); Holcomb (Ogle Co)
(9),30 Dec-29Feb (DTW); LaSalle (5), 5 Feb (JIN, JAS, KML); Jasper (5),
23 Dec (fide JWW); Olney (Richland Co) (5), 11 Dec (CLH); Randolph,
Monroe, & St. Clair (5), 4 Feb (KAM); Seward Twp (Winnebago Co) (4),
6 Jan (SDB); Forreston Twp (Ogle Co) (3), 19 Jan (ASt); Whiteside & Lee
(3), 24 Dec (KJM, DA, DHh); Mercer (2), 15 Dec (WAB); Siblcy (Ford

Meadowlark



“Aretic” Great
Horned Owl,
University of Illinios
Arboretum, Urbana,
Champaign County.
17 December 2011,
Photo by

Greg Lambeth.

“Arctic” Great
Heirned Owl.
University of llinois
Arboretum, Urbana,
Champaign County.
12 February 2012. [}
Photo by
Bob Schifo.

Co) (2), 11 Dec (EWW); RamseyL SP (Fayettc Co) (2), 15 Jan (TAM,
DMK); RendL (2), 17 Dec (KAM); Volo Bog SNA (Lake Co), 9 Dec
(BJS); Waterman (DeKalb Co), 26 Feb (NB); Batavia (Kane Co), 17
Dec (EES); Rock Island, 4 Jan (KJM, MBr); w. Kankakee, S Jan (JBH);
Aroma Park (Kankakee Co)(2), 19 Feb (JBH); Allin Twp (McLcan Co) (2),
15 Jan (APC, GHr); Forrest City (Mason Co), 29 Jan (KAM); Champaign,
25 Feb (CKA); Greene, 9 Dec (KAM); Menigomery, 26 Jan (KAM);
EForkL, 4 Dec (EWW).

Mourning Dove

MC: 600, CarlL-C, 4 Dec (DMK); 349, QC, 18 Dcc (KIM, SBH, CDM,
JLM, m.ob.); 188, Pulaski, 28 Dec (JAS, JIN); 120, Hernry, 13 Dec (KIM);
63, LShel-S, 2 Jan (DMK); 34, Mercer, 15 Dec (TM, JSg, DFh, m.ob.).
Others: Alexander (101), 28 Dec (KIM); Carroll (85), 21 Jan (EWW);
Union (83), 29 Dec (KIM); St. Clair (55), 13 Dec (KAM); SouthFarms
(52), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); RendL (36), 17 Dec (KAM); Whiteside &
Rocl Island (32), 22 Dec (KIM, LB, m.ob.); Whiteside & Lee (30), 24 Dec
(DA, DHh, m.ob.); Rock Island (28), 26 Dec (CDM, JLM, m.ob.); Perry
(24), 27 Dce (KIM). > -

Barn Owl

DuPage, 30 Jan-29 Feb (JAS, SDB, PAM,
m.ob.:ph); CarlL-C (&), 28 Feb (MSS, MS).
Eastern Screech-Owl

MC: 8, GreenR, 24 Dec (KIM); 8, Rock Island, 26
Dcc (KIM, CAT, m.ob.); 6, Ogle, 18 Dec (DTW);,
S, Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); 4, Woodford, 31 Dec
(KJM, TRE); Urbana (4), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL).
Others: KArb (4), 31 Dec (DTW); Whiteside &
Rock Island (4), 22 Dec (KJM, LB, m.ob.); QC
(4), 18 Dec (KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.);
Carroll (3), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.);
DuPage (3), 18 Dec (RAM, ALM, JPL, m.ob.);
Palos (Cook Co) (3), 28 Jan (JIN, JAS); DuPage
(2 sites), 12 Feb (SDB, PAM, JAS); Mercer (2),
3 Jan (KJM, MBr); RendL (2), 17 Dec (KAM);
UCCA (2), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM).

Great Horned Owl

MC: 12, Lee, 24 Dec (IKIM); 10, QC, 18 Dec
(BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.); 7, Alexander, 28 Dec
(SDB, PAM); 4, Mercer, 3 Jan (KIM, MBr); 4,
UCCA, 29 Dec (KIJM). Others: Nachusa (0),
18 Dcc (EWW); Ogle (3), 18 Dec (DTW); Rock
Island (6), 26 Dec (KJM, CAT); Putnam (3), 18
Feb (BC); LaSalle (3), 18 Dec (BC); CarlL (3),
14 Jan (KAM); RendL (3), 17 Dec (KAM),
Rekfd (pr), 29 Jan (DTW); WinthropH (pr), 4
Dec (EWW); Carroll (2), 20 Dec (KIM, DA,

il

S AT UV

Volume 21, Number 3

Barn Owl. Matteson,
Cool County. 28 February 2012.
Photo by Jackie Bowman.

MBr); White Pincs Forest SP (Ogle Co)
(pr), 18 Dec (EWW); Fermi (3), 18&27
Jan (DSa); DuPage (3), 12 I'eb (SDB,
PAM, JAS); LTFP (2), 4 Jan (KJM,
MBr); ClintonL. (2), 18 Dec (SDB, GSL,
RK); RamseyL SP (Faycttc Co) (2), 15
Jan (TAM, DMK); Sam Parr SF&WA
(Jasper Co) (2), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM);
Hamilton (2), 12 Fcb (KAM); Pulaski
(2), 28 Dec (JIN, JAS). Other forms:
“Arctic” race: SouthFarms, 17 Dec- 9
Fcb (RK:ph, GSL:ph, SDB, ct al:ph);
Spunky Bottoms Pr (Brown County), 19
Dec (MPW:ph).
Snowy Owl
MC: 4, Livingston, NMecLean, and
Woodford (includes records below), 20
Feb (JAS, PAM), Montrose (2), 2 & 7
Jan (ND et al. & RC et al.); LaSalleL
(LaSalle Co) (2), 6 Jan (lide SDB).
Others: Boone: approx. 17-20 Feb
(GBBC, fide SDB); McHenry: 19
Feb — 11 May (Doug Crane, KML,
SDB, m.obs.ph); Lake: 11 sightings:
ten lakefiront detections and one inland
(m.obs.:ph); Ogle, mid-Jan (fide ASt);
Lee: Dixon 29 Dec (DHh); De Kalb,
. 24 Dec (MEF, ISM: specimen fude
APC) “bird was found dead”; Kane: Hampshire, s yr. @, injured 30
Nov and released on 23 Jan; Cook: 38 sightings: 27 at lakefront and 11
inland; Henry: Kewanee Apt, ad 3',20Feb — 3 Mar (Dalc Lindstrom, JAS,
PAM, MBr, DBI, APS, m.ob.); LaSalle: 4 detections (fide BC): 2 Dec,
15 Dec — 22 Jan, 12 Dec — 6 Feb, 12 Dec — 14 Dec (J&CM, BC, Janet
Playmire, SDB, PAM, JAS, JIN, m.ob); Grund)y: @ reports by m.ob. incl
@ GLPSNA, 12 I7eb (SDB, PAM, JAS); Kankakee: Bourbonnais, 22 Dec
(fide JBH), Manteno, 30 Dec (Cecily Langellier); Warren: 20 Jan (internet
ph); Woodford: 2 sightings 15— 20 Feb (fide BMy); Livingston: 3 sightings
(fide BMy, m.ob.); Hancock: Nauvoo, 1-8 Jan (Ron & Audrey Mcade:ph),
Powellton, 22-29 Dec ( E.Bollin); McDonough: (ad 3), 6 Feb (LLLI);
Fulton, 14 Feb (LLI); Tuzewell: East Peoria, Illinois Central Community
College, 25 Feb (internet report), Tremont 8 Feb (Mike Ingram); Mason,
19-31 Dec (KBR, MBt, Colin Dobson, Tony Ward, m.ob.) found dcad on
31 Dec; McLean: 1 sightings (m.obs., fide MEF,
BMy, et al.); Champaign: Willard Apt, 30 Dec
(TAM), Sidney & Homer, 6 Jan (*DGM, GSL,
SDB, JAS, PAM, m.ob.:ph), Savoy 30 Dcc — 3
Jan, in rehab (ficde Carric Nixon), onc 1300E, 29
Dec — 9 Jan, one W of 130 at SO0N, S Jan — 7
Jan (both fide GSL:ph); Adams: Quincy Apt,
15-17 Jan (KLK fide SDB); Schuyler: Bluff
Cily, 20- 23 Feb (Mike Madsen); Macon: two
at Decatur Apt, 20 Dcc (MEF, IMc, TAM),
Forsyth, 20 Dec — 1 Jan (MBr, Rich Laramorc,
m.ob); Moultrie: sw of Arthur, 2 Jan (PAM, SDB,
GSL:ph, RK:ph); Coles: Charlcston, 14 Jan (RB),
Mattoon, 2 Jan — 24 Fcb (RB); Edwards: Bonpas
Crk Bottms, 11 Dec (John Pohl:ph, RES, CLH);
Randolph: Red Bud, 26 Jan — 21 Teb (Susan
& Will Harbaugh, KAM, CD, PD, *TR:ph,
m.ob.); Pulaski: 2.5 miles W of IL Rte 3, just E
of Shawnee Community College, 27 Jan — S Feb
(KAM:ph, Myra and Frank Benneltt). This is the
southernmost record ever for this species.; This
is a major portion of the record irruption of 133
sightings or detections in 34 counties that were
found during the late fall, winter, and early spring.
See the article, figures, and appendix in this issuc
for further details.

Barred Owl

MC: 14, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.); 9,
Mercer, 15 Dec (CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 8, ClintonL,
18 Dcc (SDB, GSL, RK); 7, Rock Island, 4 Jan

\
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Snowy Owl
4\l perched on

| fall pond boardwalk
at Goose Lake
Prairie State
Natural Area,
Grundy County.
5 January 2012.
Photo by
Jim Tezak.

| rni.z,:,“‘r.‘r..

Snowy Owl in Tolono,
Champaign County.

31 December 2011.
Photo by Greg Lambeth.

(KJM, MBr, m.ob.); 6, RendL, 17 Dec (KAM);
S, Vermilion, | Jan (PAM et al.); S, CarlL, 14 Jan
(KAM); S, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 4,
LostMound, 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); 4, Carroll, 20
Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.). Others: UCCA (4), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM);
Lee (3), 24 Dec (KIM, JLM); Putnam (3), 18 Feb (BC); Ridott Twp
(PecatonicaR; Stephenson Co) (pr), 6 Jan (SDB); LowdMil (pr), 11 Dec
(EWW); Fermi (2), 17 Dec (fide DSa); MArb & Winficld Twp (DuPage
Co), 12 Feb (SDB, PAM, JAS); Hoover FP (Kendall Co) (2), 10 Jan &
5 Feb (JBo & JIN, JAS, KML resp); Woocﬂwd (2), 31 Dec (KJM TRE),
Warren (2), 28 Feb (LLI), ;
McDonough  (2), 11 Jan
(LLH); LShel-M (2), 2 Jan
(SDB, GSL, PAM, RK);
RamseyL SP (Fayette Co)
(2), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK);
Fremont Twp (Countryside
Landfill, Lakc Co), 22 Jan
(MM); Oakhurst IFP (Kane
Co), 10 Jan (VL); Burnidge
FP (Kane Co), 22 Jan (WL);
Whiteside, 22 Dec (EA, RN);
Saganashkee SI (Cook Co), L1
Dcc (SDB); Beaverville Twp
(Iroquois Co), 1 Jan (JBH);
Champaign, 28 l'eb (RK);
SouthFarms (Forestry), 8 Jan
(DLT).

Long-eared Owl

MC: 6, LostMound, 16
Dec (EA); 6, Dorr Twp
(McHenry Co), 9 Jan-29 I'eb
(SDB, PAM, DTW, m.ob.); County. 14 January 2012.
3, Woodford, 1 Dec-26 Feb

Photo by Don Blecha.
(MEF, et al.:ph); 3, GreenR, 2

['eb (DHh). Others: Fermi (2), 25 Jan (DSa); Kankakee River SP
(Will Co)(2) 23 Dec (JAS); Chi, 25 Dec (IKJM, JRG, m.ob.); Bartel
Grasslands FP (Cook Co), 28 Jan (JIN, JAS); Rock Jsland, 22 Dec
(KIM, LB); Mercer, 15 Dec (IKJM, SBH, MBr, LCM); Chi (Hyde
Pk), 21 Dec (TV); Kankalkee, 26 Dec (fide JBH); SouthFarms, 3 Dec-
13 Feb (GSL, SDB, RK, DLT); KCP, 1 Jan (MIE).

Short-eared Owl

MC: 106, CarlL-C, 21 Jan (DMK); 12 & 11, Barlel Grasslands (Cook
Co), 11 Dec & 29 Jan (SDB & CAT resp); 10, Ferrin (Clinton Co),
10,21 Dec (DMK); 9&4, GLPSNA, 28 Jan & 12 Feb (JIN, JAS &
SDB, PAM, JAS resp); 9, Ark, 28 Feb (RES). Others: PRKWA (8),
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Sha.f t-eared Owl with vole.
Goose Lake Prairie State
Natwral Area, Grundy

T R T ;;k'w.!li_r}ay, A

ffih
{14 Jamuary 2012,
Photo by Ben Murphy.

Snowy Owl in Macon
County. 20 December 2011.
Photo by Matt Fralker.
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12 Feb (TJD); RollinsSav (4), 6 Dec & 16-17 Jan (SDB & NM, BIS, PP);
Fermi (3),27 Jan (fide DSa); Bond (2), 29 Jan (DMK); PrRdg-M (2), 7 Feb
(RES, CLH); Burnidge FP (Kanc Co), 22 Jan (WL); Deer Grove East FP
(Cook Co), 16 Jan (CSI’); Penn Twp (Stark Co), 17 Dec (DS); HennepinL,
7 Jan (BC); Sonora Twp (Hancock Co), 7 Jan (AMR, PR, PJR); Colfax
(McLean Co), 23 Dec (TT); Barnhart Pra NP (Champaign Co), 17 Dec
(SDB, GSL); Guzy Pothole Wetlands NP (Shelby Co), 1 Jan (CAT, TLK);
Seven Hickory Twp (Coles Co), 14 Jan (RB); KLMSNA, 15 Jan (CD, PD);
PrRdg-J, 23 Dec & 6 Feb (SDB, PAM & CLH, RES resp).

Northern Saw-whet Owl

Putnam (2), 18 Feb (BC); Woodford & McLean (2), 22 Feb (M EF); Hamilton
(2), 12 Feb (KAM); KArb, 31 Dec (DTW); Kinnikinnick Crk CA (Boone
Co), 8-23 Jan (EWW); LowdMil, 17-18 Dec (EWW); Nachusa, 17-18 Dec
(EWW); Dixoun (Lee Co), 10 Dec-31 .fan (*DHh, m.ob.;ph); GreenR, 24
Dec (KJM)‘ MAIb, 12 Feb (SDB PAM, JAS et al.); Winfield (DuPage
Co), 12 Feb (SDB, PAM,
JAS); Springbrook Pra
FP  (DuPage Co), 30
Jan (fide JAS el al.:ph);
WaterGlen, 18 Dcc (JIN,
GAW, EWn); Mercer,
15 Dce (KIM, SBH,
MBr, LCM); Kankakee,
26 Dec (fidc JBH);
EvergreenL (McLean
Co), 19 Feb (MJW:ph);
Normal (McLcan Co)
(calling), 15 Jan (BMy);
ParadiseL  (Coles Co),
4 Dec (EWW); KCP, |
Jan (MJE); Ark, 27 Dec
(KIM); RendL, 17 Decc
(KAM).

Northern Saw-whet
Owl. Kansas
Township, Woodford
County. 11 January
2012. Photo by
Martt Fraker:

Meadowlark



RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD

Sterling (Whiteside Co) (ad ©), 13-24 Dcc (*VMK,*GN, RZ, KIM, *DA,
m.ob.). Caught & banded for 1.D. purposes.; Chi (Oak Park). 1 Dec — 6
Jan (AG, EG, EDG, *VMK m.ob.:;ph). This bird was caught, measurcd &
banded for L.D. purposes,

Belted Kingfisher

MC: 9, Danville (Vermilion Co), | Jan (BS, JR); 5, Carroll, 20 Dec (EA,
RN, m.ob.); 4, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr); 4, Rock [sland, 4 Jan (CDM,
JLM, m.ob.); 3, MissR (Mercer Co), 15 Jan (KJM); 3, ClintonL, 18 Dec
(MEF); 3, Middlcfork SE&WA (Vermilion Co), 1 Jan (JOS, CCC). Others:
LostMound (2), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Ridott Twp (Stephenson Co (2
locations), 21 Dcc (SDB); Chi (No. Channel ChiR) (2), 18 Dcc (MD); LCal
(2), 15 Jan (WIM); ILCA (2), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM).

Red-headed Woodpecker

MC: 70 & 22, Union (different birds), 29 Dcc
(KJM, JIN, JAS & SDI3, PAM resp), 29, I1LCA,
28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 11, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB,
MBr, m.ob.); 9, Rock Island, 4 .Jan (KIM, MBr,
m.ob.); 7, Merwin, 17 Dec (MEF); 6, Mercer, 15 Dec
(KIM, SBI1, MBr, LCM, m.ob.). Others: Thomson
Causeway (Carroll Co) (7), 20 Dcc (KIM, DA,
MBr); OakBot (6), | Jan (IKIM, VLg, SJ); /enry (5),
3 Jan (KIM, MBr); Mercer & Knox (5), 3 Jan (KIM,
MBr); Whiteside & Rock Island (4), 22 Dec (KIM,
LB, m.ob.); n, Vermilion (3), 1 Jan (BS, JR, MJE);
Vance Twp (Vermilion Co) (3 coming to feeders),
throughout Feb (JOS); CarlL-C (3), 21 Dcc (DMK);
MidSav (2), 6 Jan (JSS).

Red-bellied Woodpecker

MC: S8, Rock Island, 4 Jan (KIM, MBr, m.ob.);
55, Union, 29 Dec (KJM, JIN, JAS); 54, QC, 18
Dec (BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.); 61, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 42,
Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); 38, Mercer, 15 Dec (IXJM, SBH, MBr,
LCM, m.ob.). Others: Carroll & Whiteside (37), 20 Dcc (KIJM, DA, MBr,
m.ob.); Jackson (35), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, S)); Whiteside & Rock Istand (22),
22 Dec (KIM, LB, m.ob.); Whiteside & Lee (18), 24 Dcc (KIM, m.ob.);
LShel-M (17), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); MArb (15), 18 Dec (RAM,
ALM, JPL); RendL (15), 17 Dec (KAM); Henry (14), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr);
PLNWR (12), 15 Jan (KIM).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

MC: 7(2 ad &, 5 unk) & 5, UCCA (differcent birds), 29 Dec (KJIM & SDB,
PAM resp); 6, Alexander, 28 Dcc (SDB, PAM). Others: Carroll (3 incl
lad &,lad @,limm), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr); MeadbrkPk/SouthFarms
(3), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); LMurph (3), | Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); LTFP
(2), 4 Jan (KJM, MBr); CarlL-C (2), 26 Dcc (DMK); Perry (2), 27 Dec
(KJM); Marengo Ridge FP (McHenry Co) (1-2), 8-16 Dcc (AFS, APS);
LostMound, 16 Dec (RN); Rckfd (Anna Page Pk), 5 Feb (JSr); Balavia
(Kane Co), 17 Dec (EES); GreenR (ad &), 24 Dec (KIM); MArb, 2 &
31 Dec (PAM, AEFS & AA resp); Chi, 10 Jan (WIM); QC, 18 Dec (KM,
SBLL, CDM, JLM); AndalS! (ad ®), 26 Dec (KIM, CAT); Shuh Shuh Gah
Canoc Launch (Mill Brook, Kendall Co), 25 Dec (DIS); Wilmington Dam
(Will Co), 21 Jan 13 Feb (JBH); KankakccR SP (Kankakee Co) (imm), 10
Jan (JBH); Woodlford, 10 Dee< (MEF); Bushnell (McDonough Co), 27 Jan
(LLH); Olney (Richland Co), 7&23 Jan (CLH); RendL-F, 17 Dec (DMK);
White, 24 Jan (CLH).

Downy Woodpecker

MC: 121, QC, 18 Dec (KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 50, Whiteside &
Lee, 24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 40, Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); 37, Woodford,
31 Dce (KIM, TRE); 27, Mercer, 1S Dec (KJM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.);
27, Union, 29 Dec (KIM). Others: Rock fsland (46), 4 Jan (KIJM, MBr,
m.ob.); Whiteside & Rock Island (43), 22 Dec (KIM, LB, m.ob.); Carroll &
Whiteside (37), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); LCal (23), 17 Dec (WIM,
SBB, CDH); Mercer & Knox (22), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr); Henry (21), 3 Jan
(KIM, MBr); Merwin (19), 17 Dec (MEF); MArb (10), 18 Dcc (RAM,
ALM, JPL); PLNWR (10), 15 Jan (KJM).

Hairy Woodpecker

MC: 28, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 27, Alexander, 28
Dcc (SDB, PAMY); 21, Whiteside & Rock Island, 22 Dec (KJM, LB, m.ob.);
18, Union, 29 Dcc (SDB, PAM); 11, Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); 9,
Mercer, 1S Dec (KIM, SBI-l, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 9, LMurph, 1 Jan (KJM,
VLg, SJ). Others: Rock Island (20), 4 Jan (KIM, MBr, m.ob.); Carroll
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Rufous Hummingbird. Oak Parlk,
Coolc County. 12 December 2011.
Photo by Jackie Bowman.

Rufous Hummingbird. Sterling,
Whiteside County.
9 December 2011.
Photo by Robert Zinanni.

& Whiteside (16), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.);
Whiteside & l.ee (11), 24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); Geneva
Twp (Kane Co) (8), 17 Dec (AFS, APS); Cook (6), 18
Dec (WM, SBB, CDH); MArb (5), 18 Dec (RAM, ALM, JPL); ClintonL
(5), 18 Dcc (SDB, GSL, RK); RendL (5), 17 Dec (KAM); PLNWR (4), 15
Jan (KIM); Mercer & Knox (4), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr); Merwin (4), 17 Dcc
(MEF); Perry (4), 27 Dec (KIM).

Northern Flicker

MC: 36, Whiteside & Rock Island, 22 Dec (KIJM, LB, m.ob.); 30,
Alexander,28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 28, Jasper, 23 Dec (JWW, SDB et al.); 27,
Jackson, 1 Jan (KIJM, VLg, SJ); 9, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM,
m.ob.); 4, Mercer, 15 Dcc(KIM, SBH,MBr, LCM, m.ob.), Others: Union
(19), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); Jasper (16), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Pulaski (13),
28 Dec (JAS, JIN); ClintonL (9), 18 Dcc (SDB, GSL, RK); CarlL-C (8),
12 Fcb (DMK); Carroll (7), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); Ridott Twp
(Stephenson Co) (6), 21 Dcc — 9 Feb (SDB); PRKWA (6), 4 Feb (KAM);
Whiteside & Lee (5), 24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); Rekfd (4), 15 Jan (DTW),
Marengo Ridge I'P (McHenry Co) (3), 8 Dec (AFS, APS).

Pileated Woodpecker

MC: 22 & 13, Union (different birds), 29 Dec (KIM, JIN, JAS & SDB,
PAM resp); 22, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 10, Rock Island, 26 Dcc
(KIM, CAT, m.ob.); 9, n. Vermilion, 1 Jan (SDB, PAM, m.ob.); 7, QC, 18
Dec (BLB, CB, MBr); 4, PLNWR, 15 Jan (KIM); 4, Woodfind, 31 Dcc
(KIM, TRE). Others: Jasper (5), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Carroll (4), 20
Dcc (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); RendL (4), 17 Dcc (KAM); LowdMil (3),
18 Dec (DTW); Whiteside (3), 13 Jan (KIM); Pecalonica (Winnebago Co)
(2), 17 Dec (DTW); Cranberry Slough NP (Cook Co) (2), 1 Jan (KKM);
Hoover FP (Kendall Co) (2), 27 Dec (LG:ph); Fulton (2), 17 Dec (LLH);
CarlL-C (2), 19 Feb (DMK); MArb (2), 2 Dec (PAM, AFS); Kinnikinnick
Crk CA (Boone Co), 28 Dcc (MAM, APS); Spcars Wds FP (Cook Co), 18
Dec (SBB, WIM, SF, WSS, m.ob.); Kansas Twp (Woodferd Co), 24 Dec
(MJA); Moraine View SRA (McLean Co) (2), 31 Dcc (APC, GHr, LA),
Rock Springs CA (Macon Co), 7 Jan (RL); River Bend FP (Champaign
Co), 17 Feb (EJC).

American Kestrel

MC: 22, Mercer, 15 Dec (CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 20, St. Clair & Washington,
12 Feb (TID), 19, QC, 18 Decc (IKJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 17,
Whiteside & Rock Island, 22 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); 16, Woodford &
McLean, 8 Jan (MEF); 14, CarlL, 27 Dcc (KAM). Others: se Stephenson
& sw Winnebago (13), 6 Jan — 19 FFeb (SDB); Ark (11),27 Dec (JAS, JIN);
s. Mclean (9), 19 Feb (APC, GI-Ir); Randol ph (9), 4 Feb (KAM); W hiteside
& Lee (8), 24 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); Peoria (8), 24 Jan (TRE); RendL (8),
17 Dec (KAM); LCal (7), 17 Dec (WIM, MLI3, SBB, CDH); Rock Jsland
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(7), 26 Dec (CDM, JLM, m.ob.); Carroll & Whiteside (6), 20 Dec (KIM,
DA, MBr, m.ob.); Woodford (5), 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); SouthFarms (5), 17
Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); Jasper (5), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Chi (4), 25 Dec
(KIM, JRG, m.ob.); Hancock (4), 21 Jan (KIM); w. Kankakee (4), 8 Dec
(JBH); RamseyL SP (Fayette Co) (4), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Alexandler (4),
28 Dcc (KIM).

Merlin

Rektd (Greenwood Cem) (ad @), 9 Jan & 6-17 Feb (JL:ph); LostMound
(Carroll Co) (“richardsonii”), 16 Dec (DTW, SDB); Zion (Lake Co) (ad),
17 Jan (EWW); Oregon (Ogle Co), 18 Dec (DTW, KKh); St. Charles
(Jamcs Breen Community Pk, Kane Co) (caught DEJU), 14 Jan (JID); St.
Adalbert’s Cem (Niles, Cook Co), 18 Dec— 5 Jan (JWL); (Lincoln Pk) (?),
9 Dec (AR); Chi (Irving Pk Cem), 18 Dec & 20 Jan (AFS); Mercer, 15
Jan (KIM); GLPSNA, 19 Dcc (REF et al.); Kankakee (ad; Taiga race), 26
Dcc — 13 Jan (JBH:ph); e. Kankakee, 16 Fcb (JBH); McDonough, 27 Jan
(LLH); Chau, 1 Dec (RGB, SNB); Normal (McLean Co) (2 & 1), 19 Dec
& 14 Jan resp (GHr); Sidney (Champaign Co) (%), S Feb (GAW, CLW, AG,
EG); n. Vermilion (“richardsonii”), 1 Jan (MPW); PrRdg-J, 29 Feb (CLH),
Wayne, 1 Jan (RES).

Peregrine IFalcon

Genoa Twp (DeKalb Co) (juv eating an
LECDO), 2 Dec (DAL:ph). This bird hatched
in Jun 2011 from a nest @ Millennium Park,
Chicago; Elgin Tower Bldg (Kane Co), 1-
27 Feb (BLc, DWr); Chi (2), 25 Dec (KJM,
JRG, m.ob.); Cook (2), 16 Feb (RAM); LCal
(2 ad), 17 Dec & 15 Jan (WIM); Normal
(IL. State Univ. Campus, McLean Co), 16
Jan (APC); Quincy (Adams Co), all winter
(AGD); Spfld (chasing ROPIs downtown),
29 Dec (fide SDB); Champaign (ad @ annual
roost on downtown dorm building ledge), 17
Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); ESTL, 8 'eb (KAM);
Santal‘e, 29 Jan (MS).

PRAIRIE FALCON

Sidney (Champaign Co) (often noted perching
on hay bales), 31 Jan-12 Feb (BS:ph, GSL,
JOS, KAM, MAM et al.).

Monk Parakeet

MC: 30, Burbank (Cook Co), 28 Fcb (KKa);

21, LCal, 17 Dec (WJM, MLB, JPk, m.ob.). Other: Lincolnwood (Cook

Co) (2), 23 Jan (SB); DuPage (Prairie Path), 26 Jan (PAM, AFS).

LEastern Phoebe

Union (3),29 Dec (SDB, PAM); Alexander(2),28 Dec (KIM); HLCA (2),

28 Dcc (SDB, PAM); Sherwood Youth Camp (Knox Co), 11 Dec (MIB);

KinkL, | Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); CarlL-C, 28 Feb (MSS, MS); EForkL, 29

Jan (CLI); MermetL, 30 Jan (KAM).

Loggerhead Shrike .

MC: 3, Edwards, 11 Dec (RES, CLH); 3, [ [l ,;.If“'- T

Massac, 30 Dec (JIN, JAS, THy). Others: ‘|| '

Clay, 18 Jan (RES); Wayne & Richland (2), all il!il

winter (CLIT); Wabash (2), 12 Dec(CLH,RES); ’ (A
i

Mercer, 15 Dec (KIM, *SBII, MBr, LCM);
PrRdg-J, 28 Dcc (CLH); CarlL-C, 1,7,16 Jan
(*DMK:ph); PRKWA, 12 Fcb (TID); Wayne, 6
Jan (RES); Ark, 27 Dec (I<JM); Reynoldsville
(Union Co), 18 IFeb (RSR et al.).

Northern Shrike

MC: 7, Winnebago, 17 Dcc (DTW el al.); 3-4,
LostMound, 16 Dec (SDB, DTW, m.ob.); 4,
Fermi, 17 Dec (DSaet al.). Others: RockCut, 27
Dec — 28 Feb (JLA); Garden Pra SI (Boone Co),

9eb (SDB); Pleasant Valley FP (McHcenry Co) i
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Adult female Merlin. Greenwood Cemetery,
Roclford, Winnebago County. 10 January 2012.
Photo by John Longhenry.

Prairie Falcon. Sidney,
Champaign County. 31 January 2012.
Photo by Bob Schifo.

FP (Lake Co) (ad), 5 Dcc-23 Feb (EWW); IBSP (imm), 9 Dec
(EWW); RollinsSav, 4 Dec & 11 Jan (JSS & AFS resp); Ascension
Cem (Lake Co), 6 Dec (SDB); Ryerson CA (Lake Co), 2 Feb (MH
ctal.); Genoa (DeKalb Co), 15-16 Dcc (MA, KML); Sycamore
Twp (DeKalb Co), 7 Jan (NB); ShabbonaL (DcKalb Co), 8 FFeb
(DAL); Johnson’s Mound [P (Kane Co) (ad), 31 Dec (CLC);
Bumidge FP (Kane Co), 2 Dec (GD ct al.); MallardL FP (DuPage Co),
27 Feb (JC); Itasca (DuPage Co), 12 Feb (DBIJ); GreencVal, 5 Jan — 28
FFeb (MAM, JIN, UWG et al.); Springbrook Pra IFP (DuPage Co), 25 Jan
— 5 Feb (KFs:ph, MRB, JLS et al.); Dccr Grove East FP (Cook Co) (55
also 23 here in Oct.), 3 Feb (CSF); PaulDouglas (£3), 4 & 28 Dec (CSF
& JB). Singing a lot both days,; Nachusa, 3 Jan & 12 Feb (ASt & KML
resp); GreenR, 24 Dec-31 Jan (KJM, DHh); LCal (Eggers Grove FP), 19
Jan (WIM); Hoover FP (Kendall Co), 10 Dec (Larry Granat); GLPSNA, 10
Dec & 11Jan (SJH & JWL, JS); Erienna (Grundy Co) (imm), 28 Fcb (AFS,
NI APS); Dresden Dam Rd (Grundy Co), 1 Jan & 26 Feb (JAS
& REF, UWG resp); BraidwoodL, 14 Jan (JBH); Palestine
Twp (Woodford Co), 24 Jan (THr); Kansas Twp (Woodford
Co), 21 Dec-18 IFeb (MJA:ph); Atlerton Pk (Piatt Co), 15 Jan
(SR); Heron CP (Vermilion Co), 31 Dec (SDB); Jim Edgar
Panther Creek SF&WA (Cass Co), 10 Jan (KBR); Richland
& Wayne, 3-16 Dec (*CLH).

White-eyed Vireo

CarlL-C, 26 Dec (DMK).

Blue Jay

MC: 138, Alexander, 28 Dcc (IKIM); 130, Rock Island, 4
Jan (KJM, MBr, m.ob.); 121, Carroll & Whiteside, 20 Dec
(KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); 113, Wooclford, 31 Dec (IKIM,
TRE); 87 & 85, Union (different birds), 29 Dec (KIM &
SDB, PAM resp); 48, Mercer, 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr,

(£ ad @ volc cache), 19 Feb (SDB); Ogle (2), 18 Loggerhead Shrike. LCM, m.ob.). Others: Whiteside & Lee (111), 24 Dec (KM,
Dec (DTW); Rock Island (2), 4 Jan (KIM, MBr, Ferrin, Clinton County. m.ob.); Pulaski (83), 28 Dec (JAS, JIN); QC (79), 18 Dec
m.ob.); Mercer (2), 15 Dec (KIM, *SBII, MBr, 7 Januaiy 2012. (KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM, n.ob.); Whiteside & Rock Island

*TM, m.ob.); Freeport (Stephenson Co), 5 Jan
(ASt); Riley Twp (McHenry Co), 2 Dec & 27
Jan (KML); Moraine Hills SP (McHenry Co) (ad), 3 Jan (RAM); COLSP,
19 Feb (JSS); Lake Villa (Lake Co) (imm), 26-28 Feb (RBs); Spring Bluff
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Photo by Dan Kassebaum.

(69), 22 Dec (KIM, LB, m.ob.); Jackson (55), 1 Jan (KIM,
VLg, SI); Henry (42), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr); Mercer & Knox
(42), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr); LShel-M (41), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK);
Perry & Randolph (37), 27 Dec (KIM); Lost Nation (Oglc Co) (33), 18

Meadowlark



Dec (EWW); se Stephenson & sw Winnebago (32), 19
Feb (SDB); CarIL-C (30), 5 Feb (DMK); Jasper (26),
23 Dec (SDB, PAM); RendL-F (26), 17 Dcc (DMK,
KAM); Vandalial. (Fayette Co) (20), IS Jan (TAM,
DMK).

American Crow

MC: 238,000, Vermilion, | Jan (MJE, VB, SDB
m.ob.); 1,200, JP, winter (PRC); 1,082, MeadbrkPk/
SouthFarms, 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); 884, Pulaski,
28 Dcc (JAS, JIN); 803, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB,
PAM); 550, Kankakee, 7 Dec (JBH); 400, Madison,
13 Deec (KAM); 311, LShel-M, 2 Jan (SDB, GSL,
PAM, RK); 250, Aurora (Kane Co), 3 Jan (SW);
150, Hancock, 21 Jan (KIM). Others: Whiteside &
Lee (450), 24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); Adams (250), 21
Jan (IKIM); Jackson (180), | Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ);
RendL-F (159), 17 Dec (DMK); Chann (150), 28 Jan
(JAS); VandaliaL (Fayette Co) (150), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Carroll &
Whiteside (147), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); Union (144), 29 Dec
(KIM); QC (137), 18 Dec (KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM, n1.ob.); IBSP (135),
26Jan(EWW); Beaverville Twp (Iroquois Co) (122), 1 Jan (JBH); Putnam
(115), 7 Jan (BC); Mercer (114), 15 Dec (TM, JSg, DFh, m.ob.); Jasper
(113), 23 Dec (JWW, SDB et al.); Rock Island (101), 26 Dec (CDM, JLM,
m.ob.); ESTL (100), 9 Dec (KAM); CarlL-C (90), 31 Dec (DMK); Pope
(85), 30 Jan (KAM); ShabbonaL (DeKalb Co) (60), 9 Feb (AFS); Perry &
Ranclol ph (60), 27 Dec (KIM); Jasper (53), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); McHenry
(50), 10 Dcc (RAM); Woodjford (50), 31 Dec (KIJM, TRE); ClintonL (47),
18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); LShel-S (47), 2 Jan (DMK); Stephen A. Forbes
SP (Marion Co) (46), 12 Feb (KAM); se Stephenson & sw Winnebago (43),
19 Feb (SDB); Henry (30), 10 Dec (KIM); Chi (27), 25 Dec (KIM, JRG,
m.ob,).

Fish Crow

UCCA (3), 29 Dec (*SDB, PAM).

Horned Lark

MC: 200, CarlL-C, [ Feb (DMK); 135, Kane, 14 Jan (JAS); 125, Rockton
Twp (Winnebago Co), 21 Jan (JL); 125, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 22 Jan
(EWW); 63, LShel-S, 2 Jan (DMK); 60, VandaliaL (Fayette Co), 15 Jan
(TAM, DMK); 32, Mercer, 15 Jan (KIM). Others: Thomson (Carroll Co)
(90), 21 Jan (EWW); Whiteside & Lee (77), 24 Dec (JLM, m.ob.); LaSalle
(60), 29 Jan (KAM); Alexander (39), 28 Dec (KIM); se Stephenson & sw
Winnebago (37), 3 1 Jan (SDB); Rock Island (29), 4 Jan (KJM, MBr, n.ob.).

Tree Swallow

EForkL, 4 Dec (CLH).

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

KankakeePks (Metro sewer), 12-24 Dec (DFS, JBH:ph).

Barn Swallow
RendL, 17 Dec (KAM).

Carolina Chickadee

MC: 97, Union, 29 Dec (KIM, JIN, JAS); 93, Vermilion, | Jan (SDB, PAM
m.ob.); 83, Alexander, 28 Dec (IKIM); 56, Jackson, 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ).
Others: RendL-F (41), 17 Dec (DMK); Jasper (40), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM);
Perry & Randolph(33),27 Dec (KIM); CarlL-C (20), 12&19 Feb (DMK).
Black-capped Chickadee

MC: 361, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 215, Rock Island,
4 Jan (KJM, MBr, m.ob.); 122, Woodford, 31 Dec (KJM, TRE); 106,
Mercer, 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 30, VandaliaL (Fayette
Co), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK). Others: Whiteside and Rock Island (110), 22
Dec (KJM, LB, m.ob.); Carroll & Whiteside (83), 20 Dec (KIM, DA,
MBr, m.ob.); Lost Nation (Ogle Co) (68), 18 Dec (EWW); Whiteside &
Lee (65), 24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); Thomson Causeway (Carroll Co) (48), 22
Jan (EWW); LaSalle (41), 18 Dec (BC, DIJS); Mercer & Knox (41), 3 Jan
(KIM, MBr); Henry (40), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr); Bureau (39), 15 Dec (BC,
TW); Mcrwin (28), 17 Dec (MEF); ClintonL (28), 18 Dec (SDB, GSL,
RK); LShel-S (24), 2 Jan (DMK).

Tufted Titmouse

MC: 88, Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); 83, Union, 29 Dec (KJM, JIN, JAS);
55, Woodford, 31 Dec (KJM, TRE); 54, Vermilion, 1 Jan (SDB, PAM
m.ob.); 46, Rock Island, 4 Jan (KJM, MBr, m.ob.); 32, Mercer, 15 Dcc
(KJM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 26, QC, 18 Dec (IKJM, SBH, CDM,
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House Wren. Carlyle
Lake, Clinton County.
20 February 2012.
Photo by Dan Kassebaum.

JLM, m.ob.). Others: Jackson (68), | Jan (KIM,
VLg, SI); LShel-M (24), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM,
RK); RendL-F (21), 17 Dec (DMK, KAM); CarlL
(19), 27 Dec (KAM); Carroll & Whiteside (18), 20
Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); Jasper (15), 23 Dec (SDB,
PAM); Mercer & Knox (8), 3 Jan (KIJM, MBr); Lost
Nation (Ogle Co) (6), 18 Dec (EWW); PLNWR (6),
15 Jan (IKIM); Whiteside (4), 13 Jan (KIM); Henry
(4), 3 Jan (KJM, MBr); Marengo Ridge FP (McHenry
Co) (3), 13 Dec (KML); Ridott Twp (PecatoniaR,
Stephenson Co) (2), 31 Jan (SDB); Seward Bluffs
I'P (Winnebago Co) (2), 19 Feb (SDB); Oak Springs
Canoc Launch (Libertyville, Lake Co), I'l Jan — | Feb
(BSr, NM, JIE, TA); Hoover FP (Kendall Co), 10 Jan
(JBo); McKinley Wds FP (Will Co), 10 Jan (AES);
Cranberry Slough NP (Cook Co), | Jan (KKM); Palos
(Little Recl Schoolhouse NC, Cook Co), 30 Jan (LP).
Red-breasted Nuthatch

MC: 5, MArb, 31 Dec (AA); 4, Rekfd (Greenwood Cem), 11 Dec (JL); 4,
GreenR, 2 Feb (DHh). Others: Marengo Ridge FP (McHenry Co) (3), 8
Dec (AFS, APS); Van Patten Wds FP (Lake Co) (3), 5 Feb (JSS); Lyons
Wds I°P (Lake Co) (3), 5 Feb (JSS, BJS); Swallow CliffFP (Cook Co) (3),
6 Feb (AFS); KArb (6),23 Feb (DTW,BCW); Chi (Irving Pk Cem) (2), 18
Dec (AFS); Bartel Grasslands (Cook Co) (2), 11 Dec (SDB); Rock Island
(2), 4 Jan (KIM, MBr, m.ob.); RendL-F, 17 Dec (DMK).
White-breasted Nuthatch

MC: 109, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 103, Rock Island,
4 Jan (KJM, MBr, im.0b.); 59, Woodford, 31 Dec (KJM, TRE); 34, Union,
29 Dec (KIM, JIN, JAS); 28, Alexander, 28 Dec (KJM). Others: Carroll &
Whiteside (67), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); Whiteside & Rock Island
(65), 22 Dec (KIM, LB, m.ob.); Whiteside & Lee (34), 24 Dec (KIM,
m.ob.); Mercer (25), 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); Henry (25),
3 Jan (KJM, MBr); Mercer & Knox (25), 3 Jan (KJM, MBr); MArb (21),
18 Dec (RAM, ALM, JPL); Merwin (17), 17 Dec (MEF); Jackson (15), ]
Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); HennepinL (14), 7 Jan (BC).

Brown Creeper

MC: 28, QC, 18 Dec (KIM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 20, Alexander,
28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 18, Carroll & Whiteside, 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr,
m.ob.); 14 & 13, UCCA (different birds), 29 Dcc (KIM & SDB, PAM
resp); 9, PLNWR, 15 Jan (KJM); 6, Mescer, 3 Jan (KJM, MBr). Others:
LMurph (13), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ); LowdMil (12), 18 Dec (DTW, BCW,
KKh); Rock Island (11), 4 Jan (KJM, MBr, m.ob); Batavia (Kane Co) (10),
17 Dec (CES); LostMound (8), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); COLSP (6), 8 Jan
(JSS); MiddleforkR areas (Vermilion Co) (6), 1 Jan (MML); Jasper (6),
23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Ark (5), 27 Dec (KIM); Merwin (4), 17 Dec (MEF);
CarlL-C (4), 12 Feb (DMK); RendL-F (4), 17 Dec (KAM, DMK); COLSP
(3), 29 Jan (BIS); Lyons Wcls FP (Lakc Co) (3), 12 Jan (EWW).

House Wren

Lockport Pra NP (Will Co), 8 Jan (JAS:ph); CarlL-C, 20 Feb (¥*DMK:ph);
Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); Massac, 30 Dec (JAS, JIN, THy).

Winter Wren

MC: 22, HLCA, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 8 & 7, UCCA (different birds), 29
Dec (SDB, PAM & KIM resp); S, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM,
n.ob.); 3, AndalSl, 26 Dec (KJM, CAT). Others: Massac (4), 30 Dec (JIN,
JAS, THy); Ark (3), 27 Dec (KIM); RendL-J (2), 17 Dec,25 Jan (KAM);
LMurph (2), | Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ); Geneva Twp (Kane Co), |7 Dec (AFS,
APS); Batavia (Kane Co), 17 Dec (EES); MArb, 2 Dec (PAM, AFS);
Glenview (The Grove, Cook Co), 28 Jan (ABA); Rock Island, 22 Dec
(KJM, LB); KCP, 1 Jan (GSL); Kankakee, 26 Dec (fide JBH); Middlefork
SF&WA (Vermilion Co), | Jan (GSL).

Sedge Wren

PrRdg-J, 23 Dec (RES, CLH).

Marsh Wren

Hidden Lake FP (DuPage Co) (2), 7-15 Dec, w/one present 18 Dec thru
early Jan(PAMet al.); HennepinL, 8 Dec (DFS); NewtonL, 23 Dec (MPW,
PW); UCCA (5), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); Alexander, 28 Dec (*KIM). As
with the rails, this species annually winters in a small cattail marsh in
southern Illinois, and should be looked for in all parts of [llinois, including
far nocthern counties, especially in larger caltail marshes where there are
likely many more individuals of this species wintering.
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Carolina Wren

MC: 74, Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); 52 & 52, Union
(different birds), 29 Dec (KJM & SDB, PAM resp),
9, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBIH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 7,
Carroll,20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); 3, Woodford, 31 Dec
(KJM, TRE). Others: Perry & Ranclol ph (26), 27 Dec
(KIM); Jackson (25), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, S); Pulaski
(22), 28 Dec (JAS, JIN); RendL-F (17), 17 Dec (DMK,
KAM); Jasper (11), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); CarlL-C (8),
4 Feb (DMK); KArb (3), 31 Dcc (DTW, BCW); Rock
Island (3), 4 Jan (KJM, MBr, m.ob.); Oregon (Oglc
Co) (2), 18 Dec (DTW, BCW); Willow Springs (Cook
Co) (2), 16 Dec (CBT); HennepinL (2), 18 Feb (BC);
Freeport (Stephenson Co), 21 Jan (EWW); Judson
Univ (Elgin, Kane Co) (£d3), 15 Jan (EES); Mercer, 15
Jan (KJM); KankakcePks, 7 Jan (JBH); Kankakee, 20
Jan (JBH); McDonough, 11 Jan (LLH).

Golden-crowned Kinglet
MC: 44, Union,29 Dec (KIM, JAS, JIN); 36, LMurph,
1 Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); 7, LowdMil, 18 Dec (DTW);
7, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 7,
GreenR, 24 Dec (KJM). Others: Alexander (23), 28
Dcc (SDB, PAM); RendL-F (22), 17 Dec (DMK, KAM); Ark (14), 27
Dec (KJM); ClintonL (7), 18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); Thomson Causeway
(Carroll Co) (6), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); CarlL-C (6), 22 Jan (DMK);
LostMound (5), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Spfid
(5), 18 Dec (HDB); Rock Island (4), 26 Dec
(KJM, CAT); VandalialL (Fayette Co) (4),
15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Sam Parr SF&WA
(Jasper Co) (4), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Van
Patten Wds FP (Lake Co) (3), 21 Jan (BIS).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

MC: 18, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM);
9,UCCA, 29 Dec (KIM); 4, LMurph, | Jan
(KJM, VLg, SJ). Others: RendL-F (3), 17
Dec (DMK); LowdMil (2), 18 Dec (DTW,
BCW, KKh); CarlL-C (2), 24 Dec,7 Jan
(DMK); Ark (2), 27 Dec (KJM); Lost Nation
(Ogle Co), 18 Dec (*EWW:ph); GreenR,
24 Dec (*KIM); QC, 18 Dec (*KIM,
SBI1, CDM, JLM); StarvedRock, 8 Dec
(DFS); LaSalle, 18 Dec (BC, DIS); LTFP,
4 Jan (*KJM, MBr); Chann, 25 Jan (CDH);
BraidwoodL, 14 Jan (JBI1); Kankakee
(scwage plant), 12 Dec (JBH); ClintonL,
18 Dec (SDB, GSL:ph, RK:ph); VandaliaL
(Fayette Co), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Jasper,
23 Dec (fide JWW); DolanL (Hamilton Co),
31 Dec (CLH).

Eastern Bluebird

MC: 67,0akBot, | Jan (I<JM, VLg, SJ); 48,
Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); 23, Woodford,
31 Dec (KIM, TRE); 16, GreenR, 24 Dec
(IKIM); 13, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 11, McDonough
& Fulton, 17 Dec (LLIT). Others: RendL (46), 17 Dec (KAM);, Union (43),
29 Dec (KIM); Perry (20), 27 Dec (KIM); LostMound (13), 16 Dec (SDB,
DTW); COLSP (12), 8 Jan (JSS); Carrol! (11), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr);
MArb (11), 18 Dec (RAM, ALM, JPL); McHenry (8), 10 Dec (RAM);
Cranberry Slough NP (Cook Co) (8), | Jan (KKM); Pioncer Wds FP (Cook
Co) (8), 18 Dec (WJM, SBB, CDH); Rock Island (8), 4 Jan (RRB, JSg,
HA, m.ob.); CarlL-C (8), 25-26 Feb (DMK); Kingdom (Lee Co) (6), 18
Dec (EWW); VandaliaL (Fayette Co) (6), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Rekfd (5),
24 Jan (DTW); FL. Sheridan FP (Lake Co) (5), 4 Dec (BJS); ClintonL (5),
18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK).

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD

Along Bischoff Rd, near HL,, Namcoki Twp (Madison Co) (¥), 12 Dec-29
Feb (MSS, FRH:ph, *KAM:ph., m.ob.:ph).

Hermit Thrush

MC: 14, Alexander, 28 Dec (I<IM); 13, RendL-F, 17 Dec (DMK); 10,
Ark, 27 Dec (KJM); 3, Kinnikinnick Crk CA (Boone Co) (MAM, APS); 3,

kil
Female
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Mountain Bluebird.
Near Horseshoe Lake State
Park, Madison County.
14 December 2011.
Photo by Kyle Hawley

Northern Mockingbird.
Binny'’s Liquor Store, Lincoln Park, Chicago,
Coolk County. 6 February 2012.

Photo by Jackie Bowman.

GreenR, 24 Dec (KIM); 3, Mercer, 3 Jan (KIM, MBr).

Others: UCCA (7), 29 Dec (KJM); Sam Parr SF& WA

(Jasper Co) (2), 23 Dcc (SDB, PAM); CarlL-C (2),

12 Feb (*DMK, ph.); LMurph (2), I Jan (KJM, VLg,

| SI); KArb, 21 Jan (EWW); Batavia (Kanc Co), 17

| Dec (EES); MArb, 2 Dec & |1 Feb (PAM elal.); Chi
(Mark Twain Pk), 21 Jan (PAD); Chi (Northtown; yard
& roosting @ night in/near garage), 16 Dec ~ 20 Jan
(KK); QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBII, CDM, JLM); Rock
Island, 22 Dec (I<JM, LB); AndalSl, 26 Dec (KIM,
CAT); Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); Bloomington
(McLcan Co), 13 Jan (MEF); SouthFarms, 17 Dec
(SDB, GSL, RK); KSRA, 1 Jan (PAM); Bloomington
(Ewing Pk, McLean Co), 8 Jan (RL).

e American Robin

MC: 1,272, Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); 250, Richland, 14
Jan (CLH); 55, IBSP, 2 Feb (EWW); 50, lllini SP
(LaSalle Co), 15 Jan (BC); 48, Chi (Grant Pk), 28 Dec
(DFS); 30, Fulton, 17 Feb (LLH). Others: CarlL-C
(200), 20 Feb (DMK); VandaliaL (Fayette Co) (80),
15 Jan (TAM, DMK); RendL-F (71), 17 Dec (DMK);
Oakhurst FP (Kane Co) (50), 10 Jan (VL); CBG (40),
15 Dec (AFS); MidSav (35), 6 Jan (JSS); Jasper (30), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM);
St. Clair (30), 9 Feb (KAM); KCP (22), 1 Jan (GSL); JP (16 migrants), 29
Feb (PRC).

Gray Catbivd

Aurora (Kane Co), 17 Dec (AA el al.);
Willow Springs (Cook Co), 23 Dcc (CBT);
Kankakee (Gar Crk), I3 Dec (JBH:ph);
Massac (2), 30 Dec (fide RSR).

Northern Mockingbird

MC: 5 & 5, Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM &
SDB, PAM resp); 4, Jackson, 1 Jan (KIM,
VLg, SJ). Others: Ark (3), 27 Dec (JAS,
JIN);  Pulaski (3), 28 Dec (JIN, JAS);
Matthiessen SP (LaSalle Co) (2), 22 Dec
(AF'S, APS); Palestine Twp (Woodford Co)
(2), 2 Feb (BMy, LA); VandaliaL (Fayelte
Co) (2), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); CarlL-C (2),
14 Jan (DMK); Massac (2), 30 Dec (JIN,
JAS, THy); LostMound, 16 Dec (SDB,
DTW); Batavia (Kane Co), 26 Dec — 14c
Jan (JF, KF); Chi (Lincoln Pk), 1 Dcc — 13
Feb (PLC m.ob.:ph); Mercer, 3 Jan (WMZ,
RAS); Goosc Lake Twp (Grundy Co), 19-22
Dec & 11 Jan(RECF, AFS et al. & JWL, JS
resp); Matthiessen SP (LaSalle Co), 5 Feb
(BC); SouthFarms, 8 Jan (GSL:ph).

Brown Thrasher

MC: 6, Alexander, 28 Dec (IKIM), 3,
UCCA, 29 Dec (KIM). Others: Jackson (2),
1 Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); Kankakee, 26 Dec
(fide IBH); Adams, 17 Dec (AMR); Richland, 3 Dec (CLH); CarlL-F, 22
Jan (DMK); RendL-F, 17 Dec (DMK); MermetL, 30 Jan (KAM),
European Starling

MC: 18,939, Jasper, 23 Dec (JWW, SDB ct al.); 6,180, Woodford,31 Dec
(KJM, TRE); 4,200, CarlL-C, 22 Jan (DMK); 3,756, Jasper, 23 Dec (SDB,
PAM); 2,000, Adams, 21 Jan (KIM); 1,787, QC, 18 Dec (KIM, SBH, CDM,
JLM, m.ob.); 1,640, Whiteside & Lee, 24 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); 1,218, Perry
and Randolph, 27 Dec (KIM, JIN, JAS). Others: Rock Island (1,400), 4
Jan (KIM, MBr, n1.ob.); Tinley Park (Cook Co) (1,000), 3 Fcb (EWW);
LaSalle (943), 18 Dec (BC, DJS); Strawn (Livingston Co) (900), 11 Dec
(EWW); Alexander (799), 28 Dec (KIM); 715, Carroll & Whiteside, 20
Dec (IK<JM, DA, MBr, n1.ob.); Kingdom (Lee Co) (685), 18 Dec (EWW);
se Stephenson & sw Winnebago (604), 9 Feb (SDB); Hancock (550), 21
Jan (KIM); Whiteside & Rock Island (494), 22 Dec (KIM, LB, m.ob.);
Champaign-Urbana (487), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); No. Aurora (Kane
Co) (450), 11 Dec (EWW); Mercer (441), 15 Dec (CDM, JLM, m.ob.);
LShel-M (440), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); CBG (400), 15 Dec (AFS);
VandaliaL (Fayette Co) (400), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Henry (310), 3 Jan

Meadowlark



Ovenbn d S O/C/IGI‘ £ /e/d Pal‘/(mg Gar age,
Chicago, Cook County. 9 December
2011. Photo by Josh Engel.

(KIM, MBr); Chi (178), 25 Dec (KIM, JRG, m.ob.); Jackson (142), | Jan
(KJM, VLg, SJ); Knox (120), 10 Dcc (KIM); KankakcePks (Metro sewer)
(110), 7 Dec (JBH).

American Pipit

MC: 96, Alexander, 28 Dec (VMK, ct al.); 80, Richland, 30 Jan (CLH);
10, Wayne & Richland, 18 Feb (CLH); 6 & |, UCCA (dilferent birds), 29
Dec (KIM & PAM resp). Others: Wabash (S), S Jan (CLH); LShel-M (4),
2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); Kcithsburg (Mercer Co) (2), 15 Jan (IKIM),
Carll (2), 27 Dee (KAM); Chann (2), 29 Jan (AA); Cherry Valley Twp
(Winncbago Co), 31 Dec (*KML); ClintonL, 18 Dec< (MEF); Jasper, 23
Dec (SDB, PAM); Santal'e, 12 Feb (*DMK:ph).

Cedar Waxwing

MC: 151, Carroll, 20 Dec (I<JIM, DA, MBr); 150, VandaliaL (Fayelte Co),
15 Jan (TAM, DMK); 147, Geneva Twp (Kane Co) (®), 17 Dcc (AFS,
APS); 115, LMurph, 1 Jan (IKUM, VLg, SJ); 49, Rock Island, 4 Jan (KIM,
MBr, m.ob.); 30, Mercer, 15 Dec (KIM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.). Others:
RendL-F (85), 17 Dec (DMK); i
Johnson (80), 30 Jan (KAM); I ml M
Kinnikinnick Crk CA (Boone Co) . Lf ||
(75), 8 Dec (AFS, APS); CarlL-C [l
(40), 8 Jan (DMK); Lee (39), 24 Dec
(KJM, JLM); Whiteside (33), 22 Dec
(EA, RN); KankakeeR SP (Kankakee
Co) (32), 21 Jan (JBH); ETlForkL (30),
8 Jan (CLH); MArb (29), 18 Dcc
(RAM, ALM, JPL); IBSP (28), 2

Feb> (EWW); Kankakee (Beckman Pk) (28), 17 Feb (JBH); CBG (25),
15 Dec (ATFS); PRKWA (24), 24 Dcc (TJD); Spring Valley NC (Cook Co)
(23), 17 Fcb (ABA); Batavia (Kane Co) (17), 17 Dec (EES); Jasper (16),
23 Dec (SDB, PAM); Zion (Lake Co) (13), 10 Dec (EWW).

Lapland Longspur

MC: 1,100, Winnebago, 13 Jan (DTW); 800, CarlL-C, 11 Fcb (DMK);
500, Richland, 14 Feb (CLH); 400, Henry, 10 Dec (KIM); 100, Knox, 10
Dec (KIM). Others: Wayne & Richland (400), 14 Jan (CLH);, Crawford
& Leavwrence (300), 7 Jan (CLH); Riley Twp (McHenry Co) (250), 6 Jan
(KML); LaSalle (250), 1 Jan (BC, DJS, TW); VandaliaL (Fayette Co) (200),
15 Jan (TAM, DMK); Whiteside & Lee (130), 22 Jan (EWW); Beaverville
Twp (Iroquois Co) (110), | Jan (JBH); se Stephenson & sw Winnebago (91),
6Jan (SDB); Victor Twp (DeKalb Co) (80), 14 Jan (DJS); Goosc Lakc Twp
(Grundy Co) (80), 1 Jan (JAS); Jasper (73), 23 Dec (fide IWW); Livingston
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Awnierican Pipit.
Santa Fe Bottoms, |
Santa Fe Township,
Clinton Counity.

12 February 2012,
Photo by |

Dan Kassekaiim.

‘”'. Carlyle Lake, Fayette County.

5 ' Orange-crowned Warbler:
| Bond County, 19 February 2012.

| Photos by Dan Kassebaum.
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Lapland Longspm:

McLean County.
Note long hind claw
’;“* gt on raised foot.
“"'|\ e 12 January 2012,
m "H I R Photo by Ben Murphy.

v_ o el (70), 29 Jan (KAMY); LShel-S (70), 2
[‘ IMII U Jan (DMK); Alexander (70), 28 Dec
‘ H (KJM); Thomson (Carroll Co) (60), 21
| l Jan (EWW); Aux Sable Twp (Kendall
” Co) (60), 1 Jan (DFS).

|[‘ “v | ‘@l,"” L | Snow Bunting

MC: 105, Thomson (Carroll Co), 21
Jan (EWW); 100, Brookficld Twp
(LaSalle Co), 2! Jan (REF et al);
12, Union (McHenry Co), 29 Jan
(ADF); 8, LaSalle, 29 Jan (KAM).
Others: IFulton (Whiteside Co) (5),
13 Jan (IKIM); Rock Island (3), 22
Dec(KJIM, LB); IBSP (2), 1 Jan (BJS,
JSS); Victor Twp (DeKalb Co) (80),
14 Jan (DIS); Whiteside & Lee(2),24 Dec (IKIM, DA, DHh); e. Kankakee
(12), 22 Jan (JBH); Knox (2), 3 Jan (I<IM, MBr).

Ovenbird

Chi (Soldicr Ficld underground parking garage), 9 Dec (JMB, JDW,
JIE:ph).

Orange-crowned Warbler

SouthFarms (2), 17 Dec-11 Jan (but 3 there, 8 Jan; eating berries) (GSL:ph,
SDB, RK ct al.); Hanover Twp (Jo Daviess Co), 16 Dcc (DW); Des
Plaines CA (Will Co), 4 Fcb (DI'S); Spfid, 18 Dcc (HDB); CarlL-F, 7 Jan
(DMK:ph); CarlL-B, 29 Jan-19 Feb (MS, DMK:ph); BeallWds, 25 Feh
(RES, CLH).

Common Yellowthroat

UCCA, 29 Dec (SDB, PAM).

Orange-cro wned Warblez.

7 January 2012.
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Cape May Warbler

Baldwin Beach, Quiver Twp (Mason Co) (in
pine stand along a road), 23 Dec (CDn:ph,
TWd).

Black-throated Blue Warbler

Chi (&), 27 _Dec-10 Jan (DBJ, WIM,
m.ob.:ph).

Pine Warbler

ClintonL, 18 Dec (SDB, GSL:ph, RK:ph);

Camp Joy (Clinton Co), 2-12 Feb (CPA,
MSS, MS, *DMK:ph); RendL-F, 11&17 Dec
(KAM, DMK); DolanL (Hamilton Co), 31
Dec (RES, CLH); LMurph, 1 Jan (KIM, VLg,
SJ); CONWR, 30 Jan (KAM).

Pine Warbler:
Carlyle Lake,
Clinton County.

12 February 2012.
Photo by

Dan Kassebaum.

Black-throated Blue
Warbler. Millennium
Park, Chicago, Cook
County. 30 December
2011. Photo by

Mark Bowman.

Yellow-rumped Warbler

MC: 39, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 23, UCCA, 29 Dec (KIM); 16,
CarlL-C, 11 Feb (*DMK:ph); 10 & 8, MArb, 2 & 31 Dec (PAM, AFS &
AA resp); 8, Blackhawk Springs FP (Winnebago Co), 26 Feb (JLA); 7,
ClintonL, 18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK). Others: LMurph (12), 1 Jan (KJM,
VLg, SJ); Ferne Clyffc SP (Johnson Co) (12), 30 Jan (KAM); Ark (8), 27
Dcc (KIM); LostMound (6), 16 Dec (EA, SDB, DTW); Marengo Ridge FP

(McHenry Co) (5), 8 Dec (AFS, APS); Mercer (5), 15 Dec (KJM SBH,

MBr, LCM); Spring Crk FP (Cook Co) (4), 19
Dec (ABA); QC (4), 18 Dec (KIM, SBH, CDM,
JLM, m.ob.); Rock Island (4), 22 Dec (KIM,
LB); LTFP (4), 4 Jan (KIM, MBr); SouthFarms
(4), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); Kinnikinnick
Crk CA (Boone Co) (3), 28 Dec (MAM, APS);
Mundelein Seminary (Lake Co) (3), 11 Feb
(SDB); Carroll (3), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr);
MiddleforkR areas (Vermilion Co) (3), | Jan
(MML); RendL-F (3), 11 Dec (KAM); KArb
(2), 14 Jan (DTW); Chi (No. Channel ChiR)
(2), 18 Dec (MD); KankakeeR SP (Kankakee
Co) (2), 10 Jan (JBH); Woodford (2), 31 Dec
(KIM, TRE); KCP (2), 8 Jan (BS:ph); Lost
Nation (Ogle Co), 18 Dec (EWW); Nachusa, 18
Dcc (EWW); Putnam, 25 Feb (BC).

Spotted Towhee

Peoria (Peoria Co), 5 Jan — 25 Feb (SD).
Eastern Towhee

MC: 9, Union, 29 Dec (KIM); 7, Pulaski, 28
Dcc (JAS, JIN). Others: Alexander (4), 28 Dec
(SDB, PAM); Fermi (9), 2 Feb (DSa); Fulton
(@), 8Jan (LLH).
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Cape May Warbler. Baldwm Beach
Mason County. 23 December 2011.
Photo by Colin Dobson.

Chipping Sparrow.
Bloomington, McLean County.
21 January 2012.

Photo by Ben Murphy.

American Tree Sparrow

MC: 465, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr,
m.ob.); 232, Whiteside & Lee, 24 Dec (KIM,
m.ob.); 159, ClintonL, 2 Dec (MEF); 99
Woodford, 31 Dcc (KIM, TRE); 60, CarlL-C,
21 Jan (DMK); 25, Macdison, | Jan (KAM).
Others: Rock Island (190), 4 Jan (KIM,
MBr, m.ob.); LCal (172), 17 Dec (WIM,
SBB, CDH, IPk); Carroll & Whiteside (164), 20 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.);
Whiteside & Rock Island (160), 22 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); Nachusa (108),
18 Dec (EWW); Volo Bog (Lake Co) (95), 17 Dec (EWW); Independence
Grove FP (Lake Co) (87), 15 Jan (NM); Mercer (86), 15 Dec (KIM, SBH,
MBr, LCM, m.ob.); HennepinL (75), 18 I‘eb (BC); Songbird SI FP (Cook
Co) (58), 19 Jan (ABA); UCCA (16), 29 Dec (KIM); Alexander (4 & 4),28
Dec (KIJM & SDB, PAM resp). Other: Blackberry Twp (Kane Co) (white-
headed, leucistic bird), 24 Jan (MMr, RM:ph).

Chipping Sparrow

MC: 17, Union, 29 Dec (VMK el al.); 6, RamseyL SP
(Fayette Co), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK). Others: Weaver Pk,
Campaign (2), 8 Jan (GSL); CarlL-C (2), 27 Dec - 12 Fcb
(*TAM, *DMK:ph.); Bloomington (McLean Co), 21 Jan
(BMy:ph, LA); Mcredosia (Morgan Co) (@ fceder), 17
Dec (MML); BeallWds, 5-24 Jan (*CLIH:ph).

Field Sparrow

MC: 60, CarlL-C, 22 Jan (DMK); 20, Alexander, 28 Dec
(KIM); 18 & 18, Union (dilferent birds), 29 Dec (IKXIM &
SDB, PAM resp); 4, Weaver Pk, Champaign, 8 Jan (GSL);
Others: MRB (16), 16 Dec (CD, PD); Jasper(13),23 Dec
(fide IWW); Perryv (10), 27 Dec (IKIM); Pulaski (10), 28
Dec (JAS, JIN); LostMound, 16 Dec (RN); COLSP, 29
Jan (BJS); Volo Bog SNA (Lake Co), 16 Jan (BJS); St.
Charles (Jamcs Breen Community Pk, Kane Co), 14 Jan
(JJD); QC, 18 Dec (*BLB, CB, MBr); Des Plaines CA
(Will Co), 4 Feb (DFS); BraidwoodL (Will Co), 7 Feb (JBH); Naperville
(Will Co) (@ feeder), 19 FFeb (MT).

Vesp er Sparrow

CarlL-C, 15-29 Jan (MS).

Savannah Sparrow

MC: 20, Wayne & Richland, 14 Jan (CLH); 19, Wabash, Edwards,
Richland, 5 Jan (CLH} 14, Spfid, 18 Dec (HDB); 14, Jasper, 23 Dcc
b (JWW, SDB et al.); 10, RamseyL SP (Fayette
Co), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); 10, UCCA, 29 Dec
(SDB, PAM); 9, ClintonL, 18 Dec (SDB, GSL,
RK). Others: Weaver Pk, Champaign (5), 8
Jan (GSL); I'IL (4), 3 Feb (EWW); Ark (4), 27
Dec (KIM); KinkL (4), I Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ);
CarlL (3), 27 Dec (KAM); Alexander (3), 28
Dec (KIM); HLCA (3), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM);
RendL (2), 17 Dec (KAM); Pope (2), 30 Jan
(KAM); Kinnikinnick Crk CA (Boone Co), 21
Jan (*EWW:ph); Ft Sheridan (Lake Co), 26
Dec (WSG, AR, GAW, CLW); Fermi, 26 Fcb
(DSa); HenncpinL, 8 Dcc (DFS); Adams, 14
Jan (PJR, AMR); St. Joseph (Champaign Co),
17 Dec (MPW).

Le Conte’s Sparrow

MC: 12, PrRdg-), 6 Feb (CLH); 7, ClintonL.,
18 Dec (SDB, GSL:ph, RK:ph); 6, Richland, 9
Jan (CLH); 5, LShel-M, 2 Jan (SDB, GSL:ph,
PAM, RK:ph); 5, RendL, 17 Dec (KAM); 5,
UCCA, 29 Dec (SDB, PAM). Others: PRKWA
(3), 24 Dec (TID); Crawford Co CA (Crawford
Co) (2), 28 Dec (CLH); Ark (2), 28 Feb (CLH);
Ft Sheridan (Lake Co), 26 Dec (WSG, AR,
GAW, CLW); Weaver Pk, Champaign, 8 Jan
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(GSL); RamseyL SP (Fayette Co), 15 Jan (TAM,
DM K); HL, |7 Dec< (I'RH); Lost Creek (Clinton
Co), 27 Feb (CLI); PrRdg-M, 13 Fcb (CLH); Flag
Pond (Clay Co), 30 Jan (CLM); Edhwards, 19-20
Feb (RES); KinkL, 1 Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); HLCA,
28 Dec (SDB, PAM).
Fox Sparrow
MC: 16, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 8,
PRKWA, 8 Jan (TID); 8, Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); 0,
Pulaski, 28 Dec (JAS, JIN). Others: RendL-F (5),
17 Dec (DMK); Hidden Lake FP (DuPage Co) (4),
26 Jan (PAM, AFS); CarlL-C (4), || Feb (DMK);
Sam Parr SF&WA (Jasper Co) (3), 23 Dec (SDB,
PAM); UCCA (3 & 3), 29 Dec (KIM & SDB, PAM
resp; different birds); Pope (3), 30 Jan (KAM);
Oakhurst FP (Kane Co) (2), 10 Jan (VL); Cook (2),
16 Dec (CBT); LCal (2), 17 Dcc (WIM, CDH),
KSRA(2), | Jan (PAM); Lyons Wds FFP (Lake Co),
21 Jan (BJS). i
Song Sparrow

MC: IS1, Union, 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); 76,
QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.); 63,
Alexander, 28 Dec (KIM); 19, Mercer, 15
Dec (KJM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 18,
LShel-M, 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); 12,
ClintonL, 18 Dec (MEF). Others: RendL
(30), 17 Dec (KAM); CarlL-C (30), 12 Fcb
(DMK); Jackson (20), 1 Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ);
LaSalle (15), 18 Dec (BC, DIS); Whiteside
& Lee (15), 24 Dec (KIM, DA, DHh); LCal
(14), 17 Dec (WIM, SBB, CDH); Rock Island
(13), 26 Dec (KIM, CAT, m.ob.); Woodford
(11), 31 Dec (KIM, TRE); RamseyL SP
(Fayette Co) (103, 15 fan (TAM, DMK); se
Stephenson & sw Winnebugo (9), 19 Feb
(SDB); LCal (7), 15 Jan (WJM); Ft Sheridan
(Lake Co) (5), 26 Dec (WSG, AR, GAW, CLW); Carroll & Whiteside (5),
20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); Batavia (Kane Co) (5), 17 Dec (EES); Volo Bog
SNA (Lake Co) (4), 8 Jan (JSS); Oakhurst FP (Kanc Co) (4), 6 Jan (AA).
Lincoln’s Sparrow

MC: 3, QC, 18 Dec (*BLB, CB, MBr). Others: UCCA (2), 29 Dec
(*KIM); Alexander, 28 Dec (*KIM).

Swamp Sparrow
MC: 167, Union, 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); 20, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr,
m.ob.); 16, CarlL-C, 4 Dec (DMK); 13, Volo Bog SNA (Lake Co), 8 Jan
(JSS); 11, ClintonL,, 18 Dec (MEF); 10, Chi,
25 Dec (KJM, JRG, m.ob.). Others: RendL
(15), 25 Jan (KAM); Alexander (12), 28 Dec
(KIM); RamseyL SP (Fayette Co) (10), 15 Jan
(TAM, DMK); Jasper (9), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM);
Carroll (7), 20 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); Whiteside
& Lee (6), 24 Dec (KIM, DA, DHh).

White-throated Sparrow

MC: 275, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM), 174,
Union, 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); 25, Woodjford, 31
Dec (KJM, TRE); 13, LaSalle, 18 Dec (BC,
DIS); 10, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM,
m.ob.). Others: Perry (94), 27 Dec (KIM),
PRKWA (65), 8 Jan (TJD); Jackson (51), 1 Jan
(KIM, VLg, SJ); CarlL-C (40), 21 Dec (DMK);
Jasper (37), 23 Dcce (SDB, PAM); Chi (Grant
Pk) (34), 28 Dec (DFS); RendL-F (30), 17 Dec
(DMK); MeadbrkPk (18), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL,
RK); Spfld (14), 18 Dec (HDB); RamscyL SP
(Fayette Co) (10), 1S Jan (TAM, DMK).
Harris’s Sparrow

Chi (Millennium Pk), 23 Dec (RDH).
White-crgyvned Sparrow

MC: 90, SouthFarms, i 7 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK);
30, RamseyL SP (Fayettc Co), 1S Jan (TAM,
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LeConte’s Sparrow. Clinton Lake State
Recreation Area, DeWitt County. 18
December 2011. Photo by Rob Kanter:

{

let Tanager; first 1llinois
winter record. Richland Grove Township,
Mercer County. 28 December 2011.
Photo by Jim Andrews.

Immature male Indigo Bunting.
Carlyle Lake, Fayette County.
7 January 2012.

Photo by Dan Kassebaum.

DMK); 25, Jackson, | Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ); 11,
DuPage, 30 Jan (JAS); 7, LCal, 16 Dcc (WIM);
7, Mercer, 3 Jan (KIM, MBr). Others: CarlL-F
(20), 22 Jan (DMK); RendL (6), 17 Dec (KAM);
Springbrook Golf Course (DuPage Co) (5), 20 Dec
(JAS); LTFP (5), 4 Jan (KJM, MBr).

Dark-eyed Junco

MC: 668, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.);
318, Whiteside & Lee, 24 Dec (KJM, m.ob.);
300, CarlL-C, 22 Jan (DMK); 224, Jackson, |
Jan (KJM, VLg, SJ); 216, Mercer, 15 Dec (IKIM,
SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 128, Woodlford, 31 Dec
(KJM, TRE). Others: Rock Island (285), 4
Jan (KJM, MBr, m.ob.); Whiteside & Rock
Island (241), 22 Dec (IKJM, LB, m.ob.);
Carroll & Whiteside (154), 20 Dcc (KM,
DA, MBr, m.ob.); RamseyL SP (Fayette Co)
(150), 15 Jan (TAM, DMK); RendL-F (150),
17 Dec (DMK); Alexander (110), 28 Decc
(SDB, PAM); LaSalle (104), 18 Dcc (BC,
DIS); Henry (99),3 Jan (KIM, MBr); Mercer
& Knox (99), 3 Jan (I<JM, MBr); Beaverville
Twp (Iroquois Co) (72), 1 Jan (JBLI); Union
(72), 29 Dec (KIM); Perry & Randolph (63),
27 Dcc (KIM); SRSFE (50), 29 Jan (KAM);
Nachusa (47), 18 Dec (EWW); Oakhurst FP
(Kanc Co) (46), 6 Jan (AA). Other ferms:
“Oregon” - Bushnell (McDonough Co) (6), 4
Fcb (LLH); Forreston (Ogle Co) (@ feeder),
19 Jan (ASt).

Scarlet Tanager

Richland Grove Twp (Mcrcer Co) (basic plum &), 28 Dec — 16 Jan (Jim
Andrews:ph). Eating black oil sunflower seed at rural yard feeder. st
Illinois winter record. Five previous published November records (or
[llinois, as late as 25 Nov, 1995.

Northern Cardinal

MC: 334, Alexander, 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); 222, QC, 18 Dec (KM,
SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 192, Rock Island, 4 Jan (KIM, MBr, in.ob.);
186, Mercer, 15 Dec (IKJM, SBH, MBr, LCM, m.ob.); 176, MRB, 13 Feb
(CD, PD); 78, Woodford, 31 Dcc (KIM,
TRE). Others: Whiteside & Lee (146),
24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); Union (109), 29
Dec (KIM); Whiteside & Rock Island
(100), 22 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); Carroll &
Whiteside (97), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr,
m.ob.); Perry & Ranclolph (95), 27 Dec
(KJM); RamseyL SP ([Fayettc Co) (80), 15
Jan (TAM, DMK); Pulaski (77), 28 Dec
(JAS, JIN); Urbana (62), 17 Dec (SDB,
GSL, RK); CarlL-C (60), 21 Dec (DMK);
Jasper (53), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM);
RendL-F (49), 17 Dec (DMK); Balavia
(Kane Co) (40), 17 Dec (EES); LShel-M
(40), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK).

Indigo Bunting

Chi (Planetarium) (imm), 25 Dcc (DBJ,
AFS); MermetL (1 & 3 & 3), 30 Dec &
30 Jan & 5 Feb (fide RSR & *KAM:ph
& FKB resp); CarlL-F (imm &), 7_Jan
(*DMK:ph).

Dickcissel

McDonough, 5 Jan-29 Feb (*LLH:ph);
Mectropolis (Massac Co) (2), 30 Dec
(RSR, SJ).

oy '1.‘1
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Red-winged Blackbird
MC: 30,000, RendL-F, 17 Dec (DMK); 24,200, Ark, 27 Dec (KIM);
14,000, CarlL-C, 26 I'eb (DMK); 12,356, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM,
JLM, m.ob.); 3,000, LaSalle, 1 Jan (BC); 127, LCal, 17 Dec (WM, MLB,
SBB, CDH). Others: Pulaski (3,300), 28 Dec (JAS, JIN); Jasper (645),
23 Dec (JWW, SDB, et al.); Alexander (237), 28 Dec (KIM); UCCA (130
& 129), 29 Dec (IKIM & SDB, PAM resp; different birds); OakBot (79),
I Jan (KJM, VLg, SI); COLSP (72 spring migrants, all ), 19 Feb (JSS);
SouthFarms (27), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); GreenR (23), 24 Dec (KIM);
L&D 13 (Whiteside Co) (15), 17 Feb (ASt); Carroll (11), 20 Dec (EA, RN,
m.ob.); LCal (8), 15 Jan (WIM); ClintonL (8), 18 Dcc (SDB, GSL, RK);
BraidwoodL (Will Co) (6), 8 Jan (JBH); LShel-M (5), 2 Jan (SDB, GSL,
PAM, RK); IBSP (4), 2 Feb> (EWW); Ridott Twp (Stephenson Co) (34),
19 Feb (SDB); Mercer (3), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr).
Eastern Meadowlark

MC: 154, Jasper, 23 Dec (JWW, SDB ct al.); 61,
Pulaski,28 Dec (JAS, JIN); 50, Adams, 14 Jan (PJR,
AMR); 40, RamseyL SP (Fayette Co), 15 Jan (TAM,
DMK); 30, CarlL-C, 21 Dec (DMK); 14, Beaverville
Twp (Iroquois Co), 1 Jan (JBII); 6, Jo Daviess, 28
Jan (DTW). Others: Massac (51), 30 Dec (JAS),
UCCA (24), 29 Dcc (KIM); Allin Twp (McLean Co)
(4), 15 Jan (APC, GHr); PRKWA (3), 4 Fcb (KAM);
RendL-F (3), 17 Dec (DMK); Ark (3), 27 Dec
(KIM); Alexander (3), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); Urbana
(2), 29 Jan (DLT); RollinsSav, 7 & 11 Jan (MFk &
AFS resp); Springbrook Pra FP (DuPage Co), 29
Jan (JLS); Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Feb (MMC);
HeideckeL (Grundy Co) (£3), 22 Feb (REF et al.);
ClintonL (&), 19 Feb (GSL).
Western Meadowlark

MC: 20, UCCA, 29 Dec (*KIM).
Others: CariL-C(2),4 Dec (DMK).
Rusty Blackbird

MC: 4.210, Perry, 27 Dec (KIM); 152,
Lawrence & Cravford, 7 Jan (CLH),
135, RendL, 17 Dec (KAM). Others:
Alexander (70 & 69), 28 Dcc (KIM &
SDB, PAM resp); Richland (5), 26 Feb
(CLH), UCCA (46), 29 Dec (IKIM);
OakBot (43), 1 Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ);
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Photo by Sarah Roper-

CarlL-C (40), 11,26 Feb (DMK); Richland & Clay (23), 30 Jan (CLIT),
Wayne (20), 6 Jan (CLH); Echvards (18), 4 Jan (RES); Madison (10), 15
Dec (KAM); MermetL (10), 30 Jan (KAM); SouthIFarms (Forestry) (6), 9
Jan (DLT); Aroma Park (Kankakee Co) (4), 21 Feb (JBH). Much more
abundant and widespread this winter, especially throughout the south.

Brewer’s Blackbird

MC: 60, Madison, 13-15 Dec (KAM). Others: Vance Twp (Vermilion Co)
(23), 13 Jan (JOS); Cutler (Perry Co) (%), 27 Dec (KIM); OakBot, I Jan
(IKJM, VLg, S)).

Common Grackle

MC: 70,000, RendL-F, 17 Dec (DMK); 37,800, Pulaski, 28 Dec (JAS,
JIN);30,000, @glesby (LaSalle Co), 8 Dec (DFS); 12,000, CarlL-C,26 Feb
(DMK); 38, QC, 18 Dec (BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.). Others: Ark (11,665),
27 Dec (KM, JIN, JAS); Alexander (787), 28 Dec (SDB, PAM); Jasper
(150), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); ClintonL. SRA (Mascoutin Access, DeWitt
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Adult male Baltimore Omole Washmgron
Tazewell County. 7 January 2012.

st year female Baltimore Oriole.
University of llinois Forestry,
Champaign County. § January 2012.

Male Red Cr ossbzll
Greenwood Cemetery, Roclford,
Winnebago County. 15 January 2012.

Female Red-Crossbill.

Greenwood Cemetery, Roclford,
Winnebago County. 16 December 2011.
Photos by John Longhenry.

Co) (30), 21 Jan (GSL); OakBot (21), | Jan (KIM, VLg, SJI); McDonough
(7), 16 Dec (LLH); ClintonL (4), 18 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); New Windsor
(Mercer Co) (2), 3 Jan (KIM, MBr);
Kankakee (2), 13 Jan (JBH).

Brown-headed Cowbird
| MC: 3,000, CarlL-C,20 I'eb (DMK);
’* 2,460, Perry, 27 Dec (KIM); 501,
N Rock  Island, 4 Jan  (KIM, MBr,
‘ m.ob.); 117, Whiteside & Lee, 24
Dec (DA, DIHh, m.ob.); 80, Fulion, 8
| Jan (LLH). Others: Jasper (519), 23
| Dec (JWW, SDB et al.); StarvedR ock
| (56), 21 Jan (ND); Kendall (50 w/
|| EUST flock), | Jan (DFS); Gruncly
(30 W/EUST flock), | Jan (DES);
|| SouthFarms (20), 17 Dec (SDB,
GSL, RK); Ridott Twp (Stephenson
Co) (15), 9 Feb (SDB); QC (15), 18
Dec (BLB, CB, MBr, m.ob.); Colona
(Henry Co.) (12), 22 Jan (EWW);
VandaliaL (Fayctte Co) (10), 15 Jan
(TAM, DMK); Alexander (8), 28
Dec (SDB, PAM); Marshall (6), 31
Dec (IKJM, TRE); UCCA (6),29 Dec
(SDB, PAM).
Baltimore Oriole
Washington (Tazewell Co) (ad
& eating homemade pcanut butter suet, bluebetry jam & orangce slices
at yard feeders), 5-7 Jan (*EC:ph; vid) “bird captured and later died in
rchabilitation @ U of 1”; SouthFarms (Forestry) (15t winter &), 8-10 Jan
(SR:ph, DLT,EJC et al.);

Purple Finch

MC: 38, LTFP, 4 Jan (KIM, MBr); 31, Middlcfork SF&WA (Vermilion
Co), 1 Jan (JOS, CCC); 28, Mercer, 15 Dec (KIJM, SBH, MBr, LCM); 19,
Whiteside & Lee, 24 Dec (KIM, AT, ET); 12, Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM,
TRE); 11, Ark, 27 Dec (KIM); 3, UCCA, 29 Dec (IKJM). Others: Sand
Ridge SF (Mason Co) (30), 29 Dec (TWd, CDn); Putnam (12), 25 Feb
(BC); Carroll (11), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr); QC (10), 18 Dec (BLB, CB,
MBr, m.ob.); Elscn’s Hill FP (DuPage Co) (9), 31 Jan (PAM, AFS); MArb
(8), 26 Jan (PAM, AFS); Rock Island (7), 26 Dcc (KIM, CAT); SouthIFarms
(5), 17 Dec (SDB, GSL, RK); ClintonL (4), 18 Dec (SPB, GSL, RK);
Van Patten Wds I'P (Lake Co)(3), 26 Feb (JSS); MArb (3), 31 Dec (AA);
MiddleforkR areas (Vermilion Co) (3), 1 Jan(MML); Kinnikinnick Crk CA

Photo by Betsy Christison.
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(Boone Co) (2), 8 Dec (AFS, APS); PRKWA (2), 12 Feb (TJD); RendL (2),
17 Dec (KAM); Alexander (2), 28 Dec (KIM).

House Finch

MC: 300, DuPage, 6 Jan (JAS); 86, QC, 18 Dcc (BLB, CB, Mi3r, m.ob.);
52, White, 12 Dec (SS); 50, Oakhurst FP (KKane Co), 6 Jan (AA); 45, CarlL,
27 Dec (IKAM); 30, Danville (Vermilion Co), | Jan (BS, JR); 24, SRSF,
8 Feb (RGB, SNB); 13, Perry, 27 Dec (KIM). Others: KankakeeR SP
(Kankakee Co) (58), 10 Jan (IBH); Winnebago & Stephenson (47), 21
Dec (SDB); Lost Nation (Ogle Co) (47), 18 Dcc (EWW); Whiteside &
Rock Island (46), 22 Dec (KIM, LB, m.ob.); Woodford (34), 13 Jan (MEF),
MidSav (33), 6 Jan (JSS); Whiteside & Lee (32), 24 Dec (DA, DHbO, m.ob.);
LCal (31), 17 Dec (WIM, MLB, SBB, CDH); Fermi (30), 8 Jan (PWb);
Matthiessen SP (LaSalle Co) (25), 4 Feb (BC); Batavia (Kane Co) (21), 17
Dec (EES); Mercer (20), 3 Jan (KJM, MBr); LShel-M (18), 2 Jan (SDB,
GSL, PAM, RK); Carroll (11), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.); Union
(11), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); RamseyL SP (Fayette Co) (10), 15 Jan (TAM,
DMK).

Red Crossbill

MC: 26,25 & 22, Rekfd (Greenwood Cem), 27 & 15 Jan & 28 Dec (DTW
& JL:ph & MAM, APS resp); 22, UCCA, 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); 8, Sand
Ridge SF (Mason Co), 29 Dec (TWd, CDn). Others: RockCut (3), 20 Dec
(MJB); AndalSI (2), 26 Dec (*KIM, CAT); Lyons Wds FP (Lake Co), 23
Dec (EWW); Lowell Pk (Lee Co), 17-18 Dcc (EWW, DHh) Chl (Jarvis
Bird Sanctuary), 31 Dec (JIE, NG et al.); 5
Mercer, 3 Jan (*KJM, MBr).

White-winged Crossbill

MC: 40-45, Volo Bog SNA (Lake Co)
(feeding on tamarack cones), 5-9 Feb (SI
et al., BSh); 45 & 25 & 16, MArb, 2 Jan &
5 Feb (UWG & MMC resp); 20, Sterling
(Riverside Cem, Whiteside Co), 5 Jan (DHh).
Others: Anna Page FP (Rckid) (16 feeding
on hemlocks), | Feb (DTW); Lyons Wds FP
(Lake Co) (15 & 12), 5 Feb & 22 Dec (BJS,
ISS & EWW resp); Van Patten Woods FP
(Lake Co) (8), 22 Dec (BJS); Evanston (Cook
Co) (8), 8 Feb (MMC); Rckfd (Greenwood
Cem) (6), 11 Dec (DTW, BCW, BIS, JL:ph
et al.); RockCut (“flock™), 7 Dec (AS);
KArb (6), 23 Feb (DTW, BCW); Afton FP
(DeKalb Co) (“small flock™), 7 Jan (AA,
YJ); Wilmette (Cook Co) (3+), 1 Jan (fide
DFS:ph); Chi (Oakridge Cem) (3), 29 Jan
(DFS); Woodstock (McHenry Co) (3&®),
6-18 Feb (LPp:ph); Urbana (2 @ 2 sites incl
7d), 5 Feb (GSL); IBSP (So. Unit), 1 Jan
(CLW); Wheaton (DuPage Co) (drinking @
yard hird hath), 19 Feb (fide EES).
Cemimon Redpell

MC: 115, CBG (feeding on birch catkins
& alders later in Feb), 16 Jan (MC);
Schaumburg (Cook Co) (80 & 30-45+), 17 &
14-21 Feb (EG:ph & SAC:ph resp); 48, ShabL (feeding on birch catkins),
5-6 Jan (DTW & DAL:ph); 45, Ridott Twp (Stephenson Co) (feeding in
weedy field), 6 Jan (SDB); 11, LTFP, 4 Jan (*IKXIM, MBr); 6, Mercer, 3
Jan (CDM, JLM). Others: KArb (40; feeding on birch catkins), 4-14 Jan
(DTW, JL:ph, MKR:ph); Naperville Twp (DuPage Co) (40), 31 Jan (AA);
Rutland Twp (Kane Co) (25 in alders), 9 Jan (JID); Rekfd (Greenwood
Cem) (20; feeding in larch), 7 Jan (DBJ); Afton FP (DeKalb Co) (20 &
7), 10 Jan & 26 Fcb (ASh & NB resp); Binnie FP (KKane Co) (20; feeding
in alders), 5 Jan (SAC); Chi (Jardine Water Filtration Plant) (20), 5 Jan
(SILD); Springbrook Pra FP (DuPage Co) (16 feeding on alders), 29 Jan
(JLS); Chi (yard @ nyger feeders) (2-7), 28 Jan — 3 Feb (DSh); Mackinaw
SF&WA (6), 28 Jan (MJW); HomerL FP (Champaign Co) (6 fecding in
sweet gums), 5 Feb (GSL); Seward Twp (Winnebago Twp) (5; feeding in
a weedy field), 6 Jan (SDB); Yorkville (Kendall Co) (4 @ (eeders), 17 Jan
(LG); Zion (Lake Co) (3), 20 Jan (EWW); Montrose (3), 2 Jan (ND); Big
Rock (Kane Co) (2; @ wnyger seed feeder), 6 Jan (JI-T); Chi (No. Pond) (2),
5 Jan (JIN); SouthFarms (Forestry) (2), 7 Jan (MML); Genoa (DeKalb Co)
2 & 7),9 Dec - 22 Jan & 2 Feb resp (KML); Chi (Jarvis Bird Sanctuary)
(2), 7 Jan (KI-); Ryerson CA (Lake Co) (1-2 @ nyger [eeder), 11-28 Jan
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White-winged Crassbill.
IWoodstack, McHenry County.
18 February 2012.
Photo by Linda FPopp.
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v ommon Redpoll. Chicago Botanic Garden,
Coolc County. 22 January 2012.
Photo by Lee Marin.

(AFS, BJS)' Van Patten Wds FP (Lake Co), 5 I'eb (JSS); Forreston (Ogle
' Co) (@ nyger fecder), 5 Jan — 4 Feb (ASt);
DeKalb, | Dec (DAL); Oskhurst FP (Kane
Co), 6 Jan (AA); Oak Park (Cook Co), |
Feb (EG); QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM,
JLM); Bureau Junction (Bureau Co), 29 Dec
(DES); Chann, 7 Jan (KAM); Sherwood
Youth Canp (Knox Co), |1 Dec (MJB);
ClintenL, 8 lan (EWW),
Pine Siskin
MC: 79, CBG, |5 Dec (AFS); 60, Rekid
(Greenwood Cemy), 10-11 Dec (JL, DTW el
al)); 60, MArb, 31 Dec{AA); 34, ClintonL,
18 Dec (SDB, GSL., RK); 5, Belleville (St.
Clair Co), 28 Feb (TID). Others: Lost
Nation (Ogle Co) (53), 18 Dec (EWW),
Genous (DeKalb Co) (45), 3 Dec (KML);
Elbum FP (Kane Co) (42), 14 .lan (SAC);
Mundelein (Lake Co) (40 & 21), 9 Dec
& 6 Feb (SDB); HiddenL. FP (DuPage
Co) (32), 20 Jan (JC); KArb (31), 21 Jan
(EWW); DeKalb {DeKalb Co) (29), 24
Jan (RF); Shorewood (Will Co) (29), 2!
Feb (JLn); Urbana (Carle Pk) (200), 29 Jan
(RBr); Chi (Qakridge Cem) (17), 29 Jan
(DFS); QC (16), 7 Dec (KiM); Spfld (15),
18 Dec (HDB); Zion (Lake Co)(13),23 lan
(EWW); Gurnee (Lake Co) (12; teeders), 7
Jan (JSS); Oakhust FP (Kane Co) (12), 6
Jan (AA); WinthropH (11), 20 Jan (EWW);
Urbana (10), 8 Jan (GSL); Forreston (Ogle Co) (8 @ feeders), 8 Jan— | Feb
(ASt); Glenview (Cook Co) (7), 23 Dec (WSG, DP); Warrenville (DuPage
Co) (6), 12 Dec (MRB); Freeport (Stephenson Co) (5), 21 Jan (EWW);
Seward Twp (Winnebago Co) (5), 21 Dec (SDB); Van Patten Wds FP (Lake
Co) (4), 5 Feb (ISS); Rock Island (4), 22 Dec (KIM, LB); LTFP (4), 4 Jan
(KJM, MBr); CarlL-C (2),21 Dec (DMK); Ark, 27 Dec (KIM).

American Goldfinch

MC: 242, LShel-M, 2 Jan (SDB, GSL, PAM, RK); 211, Sam Parr SF&WA
(Jasper Co), 23 Dec (SDB, PAM); 200, CarlL-C, 20 Feb (DMK); 113, QC,
18 Dec (KJM, SBH, CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 95, Urbana, 17 Dec (SDB, GSL,
RK); 83, Whiteside & Rock Island, 22 Dec (EA, RN, m.ob.); 83, Jackson,
1 Jan (KIM, VLg, SJ); 60, Woodford, 31 Dec (KIM, TRE). Others:
Beaverville Twp (Iroquois Co) (78), | Jan (JBH); Whiteside & Lee (74),
24 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); CBG (65), IS Dec (AFS); Rock Island (65), 4 Jan
(KJM, MBr, m.ob.); Union (60), 29 Dec (SDB, PAM); MArb (52), 18 Dec
(RAM, ALM, JPL); Urbana (50 eating sweet gum ball seeds), 8 Jan (GSL);
LostMound (46), 16 Dec (SDB, DTW); Alexander (42), 28 Dec (SDB,
PAM); Mercer (41), 15 Dec (TM, ISg, DFh,1m.ob.); Gurnee (Lake Co) (40;
feeders), 7 Jan (JSS); RendL-F (206), | 7 Dec (DMK); Zion (Lakc Co) (25),

r
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20 Jan (EWW); ClintonL (22), 18 Bec
(MEF); Henry (18), 10 Dec (KIM);
Perry (18), 27 Dec (I<JM); Balavia
(Kane Co) (17), |7 Dec (EES); Carroll
(14), 20 Dec (KJM, DA, MBr, m.ob.).

Evening Grosbeak

Durand (Winnebago Co), 17 Dec
(BGr).

Iouse Sparrow

MC: 943, QC, 18 Dec (KJM, SBH,
CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 682, Rock Island,
4 Jan (KJM, MBr, m.ob.); 273, Mercer,
15 Dec (CDM, JLM, m.ob.); 200,
Mercer & Knox, 3 Jan (KIM, MBr);
200, VandaliaL (Fayette Co), 15 Jan
(TAM, DMK); 200, CarlL-C, 5,11
Feb (DMK). Others: LCal (445),
17 Dec (WIM, JPk, m.ob.); Carroll
&Whiteside (379), 20 Dec (KIM, DA, MBr, m.ob,); Whiteside & Lee (322),
24 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); Whiteside & Rock Island (249),22 Dec (KJM, LB,
m.ob.); LaSalle (167), 18 Dec (BC, DJS); Woodford (158), 31 Dec (KIM,

The TTe— —

12th Annual Birding Blitz
of Southernmost Illinois %}
Saturday, April 27", 2013 1.

Explore the 11 southernmast counties of Iilinois in this
fun competition to see and hear the most species of birds
in 24-hours; raise donations for habitat conservation.
For cletails and regisiration farns visit www.birdingblifz.org

If’s a Challenge!

| Nature-related Boolig;,jﬂ Worlg; |

and Trafts for Sale

Visit DMB Books at ]
naturebooksandart.com for:

W lllinois bird books

W Bird and birding books

W Birds of North America
Individual Species Monographs

W Nature related craft items N
. Bird card sets b 'LW
(Church and Dwight; Players) ‘

W Matted bird prints
by Louis Fuertes, Allan Brooks and others

W Louis Agassiz Fuertes
Portfolio of Texas Birds

W Nature related books

We buy used nature books ...

e-mail a list or contact us at:
naturebooksandart@comcast.net.
Denis Bohm, DMB Books

Eurasian Tree Sparr

Coolc County. 17 February 2012.
Photo by Ron Blazek.

TRE), Henry (149), 3 Jan (K.IM,
MBr); Alexander (142), 28 Dec (SDB,
PAM); Urbana (120), 17 Dcc (SDB,
GSL, RK); Knox (100), 10 Dec (IKIM).
Eurasian Tree Sparrow

MC: 587, Mercer, 15 Dec (CDM, JLM,
m.ob.); 99, Rock Island, 26 Dec (KIM,
CAT, m.ob.); 77, Whiteside & Rock
Island, 22 Dec (*KJM, LB, *CA, RN);
60, Mercer & Knox, 3 Jan (IKIM, MBr);
3, Madison, 2 Jan (KAM). Others:
Bushnell (McDonough Co) (48), 19
Jan (LLH); Henry (33), 3 Jan (KIM,
MBr); QC (32), 18 Dec (BLB, CB,
MBr, m.ob.); Cordova (Rock Tsland
Co), 28 Jan (KML:ph el al.); Whiteside
(12), 24 Dec (*DA, DHh); Peoria, 18
Dec (THr); Funks Grove (Sugar Grove
NC, McLean Co) (5), 14 Jan (BMy:ph); Worth Twp (Woodford Co), 7 Jan
(PF); CarlL (2), 27 Dec (KAM); Forreston (Ogle Co) (@ feeder), 8-19 Jan
(ASL); Orland Park(Cook Co), 6-25 Feb (RBk:ph, WSS, DBJ, AFS el al.).

Exotic / Released Species

Whooping Crane

ArcolaM (Douglas Co) (3 w/one SACR), 27 Feb (EGn); Marion (3), 7 Feb
(RD); Mt. Erie Twp (Waync Co) (2), 30 Dec-29 Feb (RES, CLH) “breeding
pair numbers 9-03 and 3-04”; CarlL-F (imm), 5-6 & 9 Feb (BHI).

Kelly J. McKay
Buffalo Research and Monitoring Center
P.O. Box 452, Hampton, Il 61256

kellyjmckay@aol.com

Steven D. Bailey
967 Braeburn Road
Mundelein, 1L 60060

sdbailey@illinois.edu

Support Meadowlark

Advertise Here!!

~ business card size ads ~
only 315 per issue

The Illinois Ornithological Society accepts
pertinent ads for publishing in Meadowlark.
The rates and rules are as follows:

Rates PER ISSUE:
$15 one-eighth page or equivalent of one business
size card; $30 one quarter page or equivalent
of two business size cards; $60 half page.
We reserve the right to accept or deny any ad, and to limit
the space set aside for ads, which will be
placed at the back of the journal.

Due dates:
No. I- Summer: February 1; No. 2 - Tall: May 1;
No, 3 - Winter: August 1; No. 4 - Spring: November 1

Required materials:
Camera-ready copy and check payable to IOS
should be sent to: Sheryl De Vore,

967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060.
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Send Seasonal Reports to:

Winter Field Notes

Due by 7 March (1 Dec through 28 Feb)
Send to: Kelly McKay
420 First Ave., PO Box 452, Hampton, IL 61256-0452

E-mail: KellyJMcKay@aol.com

Spring Field Notes

Due by 7 June (1 Mar through 31 May)
Send to: Geoffrey Williamson
4046 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60613

E-mail: geoffrey.williamson@comcast.net

Breeding Season Field Notes

Due by 7 August (1 June through 31 July)
Send to: Steven D. Bailey
967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060

E-mail: sdbailey@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu

Fall Season Field Notes

Due by 7 December (1 Aug through 30 Nov)
Send to: David B. Johnson
504 Crown Point Drive
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

Email address: djohnsoda@comecast.net

Submission Information

V' We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and
illustrations for possible publication in Mcadowlark.

¥ Article topics include unusual bird sightings and
nesting accounts, technical papers on bird research, and
other articles such as bird finding guides and field iden-
tification tips. Joy of birding articles will be considered.
V" Manuscripts should be typewritten or computer-
generated, double spaced and on only one side of
numbered pages. Please send two copies of your manu-
script and make sure you keep another for yourself.

7 We require a computer disc in Word or Word Perfect
or an electronic file.

7 We prefer clear black and white or color print
photographs. Digital or electronic files (200-300 dpi.)
are also acceptable.

¥ Include name, address, and day and night time
phone numbers. Other pertinent information about
your qualifications and background is also helpful.

7 We reserve the right to review and edit articles
according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability.

Send articles, photographs, illustrations & inquiries to:
Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor

967 Braeburn, Mundelein, IL 60060
e-mail address: sheryl.devore@comcast.net

* Duck Stamps °
plus sheetlets of special issue, U.S. flora and
fauna stamps and most U.S. souvenir sheets

Vernon Kleen 1825 Clearview Drive
217-787-3515  Springfield, IL 62704

Email: vkleen@comcast.net

The Best Prices ~ The Best Quality

Start time: 2:30 a.m.
Dark + Early
Biking down IL Rt. l27
with a half dozen or more
Whip-poor-wills singing
from every direction.

,//

]
i) ciner gt ¢! 3
n ,‘i.‘h\‘ms ALY

Total hours blke birding: 17
We were just gelling anto the
Clear Creek Levee north of
IL Rt. 146 when the wind
started picking up From the south.
ilad about 8 miles of levee
to ride, almost due south
straight into the wind.

The At first it wasn't so hod but the
- wind got stronger and stronger.
The sustained winds were
B|rding something like 25 to 30 mph
with gusis up to Somph,
Blitz .
Critical is a good supply of
of Jelly Bellies and drinking water
s fh B cached atong the route.
outhernmosy: .
O S*' Best hird of the day:
Illinois & White-faced Ihises!

April 27, 2013

.

4
www.birdingblitz.org

Take the
Challenge!

The Southern lllinois Audubon Society, sponsor of the Birding Blitz, sends our
CONGRATULATIONS to GEOFT WILLIAMSON, winaer of the
2013 ABALudlow Griscom Outstanding Contributions in Regional Omithalogy Avard




Long-tailed Duck.

Gillson Park, Wilmette, Cook County.
26 December 2011,

Photo by Jackie Bowman.



